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Abstract:

This review examines Sagiv Barhum’s book on contemporary journalism,
judicial review, and the proposed dual legal status of journalists as private
actors performing public functions. Barhum argues that journalism’s
democratic responsibilities warrant applying selected principles of public
and administrative law to journalists, particularly amid misinformation,
populism, and declining professional standards. While recognizing the appeal
of this proposal, the review questions whether Israel’s weakened judiciary
can effectively enforce such standards without endangering press freedom.
The review emphasizes journalism’s independent obligation to defend truth,
human rights, and democracy, and calls for mutual support between the press

and the judiciary to defend democracy in contemporary Israel.
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