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Media and Democratic Backsliding:
A Multidimensional Conceptual Analysis

Nadiv Mordechay, Sagiv Barhum

Abstract

The article advances a novel conceptual framework for analyzing the com-
plex relationship between the phenomenon of democratic backsliding and
the media. Democratic backsliding is understood as a gradual, multi-layered
institutional and political process through which political authorities seek to
accumulate power by systematically capturing state institutions and reshap-
ing the public sphere. Extending this body of literature, that has largely fo-
cused on constitutional institutions, the article develops a typological model
demonstrating how backsliding processes manifest in attempts to influence,

constrain, and ultimately control the media across its various sectors.

The proposed typology — conceptualized as a “playbook” of mechanisms that

recalibrate the balance of power between the state and the media — conceives
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of the media as a decentralized, multi-actor institutional arena, distinct from
centralized constitutional bodies and therefore requiring a holistic analyti-
cal approach. The article delineates multiple dimensions and mechanisms of
media-related democratic backsliding, including: socio-political conditions
of populism; erosion of public broadcasting; politicization of appointments;
regulatory capture and structural transformation of media markets; concentra-
tion and strategic allocation of economic resources in commercial media; the
circumvention of legacy media via social media platforms; and the cultivation
of hostility toward journalists, fostering self-censorship. Operating simultane-
ously and interactively, these processes restructure the media environment in
ways that serve governing interests and generate feedback loops that further

entrench democratic backsliding.

Situated at the intersection of media studies, democratic theory, and public
law, the article offers a dual theoretical contribution: first, the development
of a multidimensional typology of “Democratic Backsliding in the Media”,
enabling comparative scholars to identify cross-national patterns; and sec-
ond, the application of this framework to the Israeli context, demonstrating its
strong contemporary relevance and suggesting that such processes have been

observable in the recent past.
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P2 LIPIMT NP0 PV WP MPOIWN MYDIN YW TN PPORN T ININN
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I 127102 201071 NIIWVIW NNWPN NNTNDT.MRNXY Y XYY mPw’ NoHWN >72
PLINDDN MYIN )2 M .DNWUPNN PIW HY MP2on N1 HY wTNNR PIIRD NN
MYIN DR MYI 2729 YTMR PPN20N PTI% MIRDN DXYIm nMHwpny
nMYpNN Yy Mp*o m”ono NYpw L(NMHH) y7m nwpn? mmsoin
Media) nmwpnn n¥yn nHv1o NMHH-D N2 .70 D) PNI0PYRM 12NN
MXRNN ND*OR) D150 Y MP° o, MTYW MW HY *RINKD 271 90 - (Council
NMWYIA.DXYINM MYIN WRIHY D102 P0IYNY NOOY NHWNNRN .NHWPNN PN
SW 0’0211 YYD DX NPAYM NNWPNN PIWA (O MPYW DTD NHYWNIN NyX’2 2011
,(Nnm NMwpn mrwy 1Ipn) MTVA nyTmn 17pY D2n2sn NPwn 2o
23, rnn  MYTNA 230M DMwpnn nyym NMHH-D nnn nbyin Jwr
1720 °72 D3 2015 1M ,MTVA >7211217 D?N2XD NTWN 2011 HIyom 000N
0119792 IWIRN IPN YV 2MVN PXPNNY R .Duna Media nTmMxnn n1wn
,D2ARWNN DRYPM 91730 2995 NX Ny NMHH-D nym (070 72 0HwIN)
— IPNDXD NNWPNN DY NN 191NN PN MPY DMWY P0°91D v D
2V TPNIRDTPA NNPAY DM NMNANYI Y39 ,)NOOWI NMYN NN PRynY in
.(McNeill & Valentine, 2024) >mWTNN NP°02 PPRM DPHNYON MNINNLNN
MRAYY IR N¥XN XYY ,NPW nbwnn NYw Yv Inra DTpnnn 25wn it

ROIUPS)

MYyo PN yxamm ]bﬂ)’) 2NN NTYWA NOIDN XD DPWNIN 7T - NOIDN
NORWN YA NN NWynbY IR >MN2X M7V ]YJYJ'? NPINN PR D N0YY
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2028 26 177 I



NIAVNI NN NTWN NOIDN . TARDN YW wTNM *0I9N MHYYIN NN VIYYY
TN NP NPNRNN DNP2A ND0Y MWY XD 722001 P NNoM TMminn TyxY oyh
NPMITH MNTYPY DN’ NINT NNIYY IYInl XD DPI”ONDW NNINA ,H0N 1MW
NY 197 7NN DPLOWNRN NNNN IMRAYYI DI012Y) TIARN NY 0D MI20¥N)

DIW3 AT NON NVIDN HTINT 21D PPT NN TPNOND NPYTNN ORI
SNV NTWN DVIDNY MYNN NPNO W Napya noyn NOYWN MNINKD
PORIWN OINDND NTWN TIRN NOIDN PIN NYED) SNDXN NTWN TIRD HW N
,2”"0% °9) NVIBN PIN NYXN) DN 2D TPRANN PTIN MINN YW 1M (2024 ,2022
’3 V1APY NWPIAN ,2024 MW NON LN TY ININRD DY (2024 ,2023 ,2022
DNINNRY 92N PINN ND2191 DNIY DINA D2PNNY 270 >NV XN NTWN TIRD
2N = (37-0 nHYwnnin Yw 3661 NOYNN) H7NX Y3 NP0 YY NHwnNn NL>oNN
YNINN DI0) PRIN DY N N2 RN WK X”ID NPNY DT 711910 IMOPN TIY

.(61683-12-25Y"31)

D>TYN PONRA V10D 912 *NDXN NTWH 0N’ Y 1nw NILONRND 71900
NI PO .NNWPNN DINNA NVIPIIT NP0 YW IWPna DNI2NI DPNYWNN
PNPYDID — NI0NN DX DNIYN DYDY, NPT >TYN NN VIPIY N POHWN D
MoYNY NTOPN NYWNND ,OXIW D .MINWN MNXIYI IR - NN NTWD HY
N0 7T - NN NTWN TARN NVIDNY NIY MP NN MYND DTN INVY
P9N ,NRT DY .NNTPNN MPOIPIIT NPDIA NI MO NPLIPINT NIPORNY
PNV NTYWN YW INTIY 2P DRIWNLRT,MPNN MNTIPN PR MYXImM
TARND MYNIND Y DR MWW 1R MY .O97PR NI 1M MyTna

CTARD TPN2N) TPNINND JMYNWwm N8N

1071w N NITHIND NINN90797 NINN YA 3

MNMOLYD NVY XN NPLN RN NNWPNA NVLYWN PPN NooN T
P2 XYM NPT HY CNIWN DINNY NPNWN T 71T . POYWN IR MTMRY
INNN D, 0700 P HY MONNDN YY NYOXR N0 XN 1IN NNWPDN
DTPY NNILN IR, NN YW MNP HH5Y M2 NNYY NNWPNN WY DR PIY

.N5wnnn N2V DL NP0

D’DIVPRN NIVY PPNYONPXIIW DPNT WA AR MLNY MIPD’) W) HRIW2

N5V NPNYW PNOYNT NOTYNY MNDNT XN MYNNND NHwNnn Hv
AWORY IPOIM) DPN HRIW NN YW DN»HY 1N NOYWN DR MTMKRD MNNo0YD
RPN NP DX 92230 P00 D) 1909 INRDY ,NTNN NP PR MYXNANRI MYP DX
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27082 I1TWY YW 14 1Y 121 ,(2019 ,0009) MPYW ;NTHYN NPPPHh MYNNXR]
LJIRT TYD D100 NPN0IX M0 MOoN2 MWTN 1YY 7910 qunnd ,/nwnn’
INT NI NOYWN TURI ,NPNOININ NMWIN WPR YY Par1 HNann NNy
DTN PEOMIY XanY 17012 YR NI NNON >TRONY NPIYHNa NN
MYNNRI ,NNYPND DY MpPoa 0YYWH X0 YR DMIrN HW PHoYWN NI0nn

NN oM HY WA NOHY

DYLN NDY MPPNI NP>PN MYXNA ,2023 MW TR THYNa ,NI’ORNN YN’
MTONM MIWYN YW DP0IPINTH DNPRN IR MIVWY T 1N2 WY ,n>wnnn
MO NATPN NYWNINNIY WWNN N2y 2024 MY XA )0 %Y I’ .DIINN
2N NYNN DOYIA DT IWPNA AN NNWPNN PIY IR MOLNY NTYPNN NIANT)
MPN2 NNTPNRN IPNYWNN PIN NYXN - 2025 NIW YXARA (PNTW) NNWPDN
INXY PINTTR NNIPINY NTNYPN NTYNI NYR D12’ NNTI IWR  NNWUPNN W >72
Sw DTYN NNWA G0N TYY XN T IYEN DR L1900 11R72 00102 NN PN
?W1 179N1% 0% NN NINXNINN DNIVHWY T 0°379) DYDY NNWPNN W
MTOMM DIPNYWN YW MO >TPM” DR MWD NTNANIPORNN T NIVN.DNTYN
7272 YN Y2 DN AMTO NN NTIAY XYY NTOINI NNTIPN NYXIN .D°N7PN
720 DPYNY - NI YW D D°PYN 112°W PN ,D?0INYIN NYWNINND >TIVM
DWY YN 91¥1Y wwn NYYNY 19X ,NTINK NYND 70 = 1PPNI XY IR IV
DYNIN DITRP PYN LIPNONN DY .DMWPN °1) YW DI0IND DMINNDXYI NYI0
NY915 XYW 120NN N0 NYWNRNA D’0OWNM 0N >INMYW TN MTIINN I00
DTV IR NOPY NYWNND T MTIND 970 .D20I7MT DPIPRI DPYNON 02207
PNTTIR DTAYN DTV PPN ,NTYNN 7Y DWW ImTIND DR Y019 >7 ,n%o%00
,NPR D2°2 .1”MWIN NTI9N PNIPY YNDN DTPN 10N onn - NYRNN DTPH
X200 INY 720V 220I0YR NPPPN PYN HMINN IRTR YN NIwnn HY nmxy
NPTHN DI IRN T XYW PRV NNUPNN 71w PH0OYWA MIAIWNIN DX
PN TR DPVIDW MAIWND DP>TN D JY0IW D>Mynwn Do NYynn 127
.(2025 /NN 2107)2°0792) PYNN MYNINN > T

,NPUNNN T2 NWTN NITOR MW YW NNNpnY ¥yl nysnn Yw °1m 2057

PNY T PN IR OPIN T MW LNDRD MPWHY MTIY wwn NYynn 19IRa
NN WY D°D5NNY T 07PN PEINNN YN o100 NOYWn NN
PNTYW HY MYNN 0N MRNXYD DY D1IND D201 HI10°2 1Y NYXIN . PHIo
DNTYWI DDIVIN YA YW 1°HIH) PO°YID MAIYNN IWORY 1DINT , MWTNN
,AWTNN NITORD MWL NDNN PPN 1PN P00 N2ty wwn nbyn X0 .NYX
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PNIXY PP KD MWIN DXPNY PP 191 ,0PINY NIPRD DTV 7120 YWa DRN
Sw Pn2M 257 NYH1D NNTIN DYRND D DY GO0 DY TR DXPIN pYN KON
279YNNY IYWTNN MYI2 NIWORAY DRV MYXARI 207770 °1IN1 PP 99
nYwNNY LOWNN NXYPN NX YN NOR D°IPORN .DNMD DTN T2
D°DIPRA NYNIN DY NPIWORD NY’ 301N 2190 — DTN 70N 1IN 1IN - WInnY

ORI DNTYWN PV HY D20IPIMTH DY

210N YW Y9I P01 NOHWY PPN RN T P?ONAY NDDN NNINT
NN DR PXNY PTNH0N XY DR 2°NY NWPIN ANINRD NYIN PN NS
1N YW NAIXD NN PIN NYND) Wi D?OX MW 19112 NNN 10T DDA 17080
NWPIN NYNNN ,N7OXN YW NP YONAI"AW 7PyaY 9ayn (2024 ,NDIXD NN
DPYIDID NV INT IV2N WOIN NAY 1YY JIY) 1PPNH0A 17080 HY T y¥ah
222 DX1WN IMY 14 X17Y P2 MNO0IN 101N YR HY HRIWI Womn ,wTn Non
DX NN NYOWN NTNRY YN

"Toni N03a a1In1 muim minon 4

NNYWPNN YW 1IWON N°V*Y19 NTI9YY P NWND MINY JN°IW NODN NN NYOIN
211 PN ,0IN0NRD NMWPNN YW MYYIan 11212 NI YD MIANYND XN
209191 1PNYN MPW31 *H5% NYoN DYWY 20D9MNN PNN MM NYNDIN
DTARD PNTY IPDIN 172X 71DI2 NPLIPINTI .DVLN N W T NYoIny
NRD MY 12 P90 P0ONY PN DMWPNN PIwNn DR D2mIRY7 P2
PTARD W17 NOYYWY DaNPpnn DPmpn N TTYY 110 IR DNIRYD DuY
12012 NPVIPMT.(Dragomir, 2019) DT NOITNR NN NNPYW °Dd NNWUPN
TNR DI YW NVHWA PP, NNVPN *TARD HY MANX MYy D) MIPOINA
2N MNY 1T ,PTNY0) MNMOLYD NNnda YYD NNWPN °YD N3
HYa Pa DPITH DIWP VAT YD1 NPDIPINT )0 MO (DrNIan MNwN
DINPND PN °HYI 127TN DPVDIDN TANINM ,NOYY 2NN P NNYWPN PTIRN
19IX NN MONY 1IVNA D?VID NNWPN °HD WIDIY Py poswn Mvonk

.02 NN MpPon

POINOIN NOHYW IRND NNYPNT 1P0IPT NP0 2 IWpn Rwia DIpnn

25wa NNMWPNN HY myy NoHWN HYw MOYNWN NN PINON NNWPN *PNwI
NP’ IR NPYTN 7913 970 PR .(Marius, 2019; Stétka, 2015) 1N DTPNN
PIRLOMT PHIND KOXR TP IPIPTH PH0YYW MOSNwind D avw coIpnp
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1IN AIRNND N’IN0NN DNMVPN1 mHYyan 1120 NN WX, 0D ML
Myxnxa unInn Ny "|"7ﬂ]‘| .]113'7\’Jﬂ SW PANINTRM D’DIVPNRN DY AW’ NNIY
1°9179 °NY2N MNPNN DX 7T 72N ]10'7&’)ﬂ JUNRD ,NI20¥M "NI7” NYDWN

IIWTN XY YY WATA NPT NYIN0N MNMovYDa

,2002 MwN HNN ,Dw At POHNNY Jhan 11PN MID02 NIOHN PN
NOZWN YV INY NPYW NVYVY NTR MHYYIN NN NVXI1DN MANYNRN NN
Mon YW 11win NNNON NOPN 1Y xR 7D JPINONM IPNLNN NMWUPNA
NINY N2IND /MIMY NNYRN” 12X N0PN DY DTP ,(2010) DD
P2 NDN PN DT PO PUKRI TYY PYTIDIRD IR DNIWN DPNN0RN NNWPNNY
MY Y112 MO DXANPN THITY MYNNIRI I’ P2 ,MYoNY nInon mya
YIPRY YW MOYNWNN XN 992 NODIA NNNT .DPMIRD TP DPTIRD CTN NNWPN
N0M ,2004 MW Hir TV Taxn Yy ,)amRY 3mpnn ,(Simicska) np'nw
PYNMOPRDT NPMYN 0NN Y1 INY IMRD ,0TD YV PNNWPN MNH
RN Y PANTRN DX DY OTD NNPNIY NNWPNN NN ,JWnna wap T
2173 P90 MO0 DM 2N N Ringier Axel Springer 021730 D10 D*NN°YN
TYN .PIWNN 2N NN WIDI1Y 0700 D°2ANPRN DY PWwNnY NND M, DP0IMN
Magyar RTL Televizidé 12 1100 DR 700N N¥YINN TWURD ,2017°1 NWYI NNT
5w Y »TN NMaNINN DX D%2% n1ona Central Digital Média Kft™> Zrt
D»NYWNNIID NNMYPD M) DY 12207 PN 11321 NXRIPYW YR M7ys RTL
.(Benedek, 2024; Nemeth, 2025, p. 9; Rahmani, 2025)

TR DA PNO NN PINOND NNWPNL MYYIN YW NN HRIWI DX

NON 1IN .PHONN NYN YW 20IPIMTP0IRD OPRD WOINW 2199 17 10T DI
NN WD DMK DY X NNYPNN PIWA 7P0IPINT NP0 IWORD NNWPNN
NN PN ,DMNY NPT NNYPNL DYDY YW INrp 1271 NORWN DX NS
MNMOLYOA OYON NNWPN 9D 190N HY TNR LIPMT DM YW NVLHWN
ny ,2025 /NN) TIT)2) DIIOPRM NINON MNPYN ,DNTPYWN - MY»apn
7102 NPT NINY HRIW AW 52 1IN IPNND DINT DY (2026 01072 ;33-31
SW M2NN PTVW P TIDIA D°INA DPNUNY P2 ,DNTYN WA M2 NYa
MoYan NYNI% NYMPR MRNINT (38-35 'Y ,2025 /NX) TT)2) »TN° DD
INPTM ,NOOTIN MNIPYN PIw DY BYH HRIW YW Inyown 10 *YRIWN IWpna
MaANYN P ON0N PIPY NINPND MNT DYLN IT NP MYNNIR PIRIWN MWD
XY MHYYIAN °1202) D2IN0ND DXV MPTNR DYWIIY Mysna nwhno
DXNINND 1001 PN0YY MO TY NPIVN 1) ;CNIRD PTIN 14 1Y 1) DWTN

TN~ 17 NIYIRI0900) 13700 MO Ao nwpn .=
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.DN223MIN NMPPON P APY DN PHVOW NNN YY Tynin 19IRI, NNWPN °YI HY
SRIW MY TRN POV PN 0N Yw NyoInn ,mYyan Niana manynh yann Hoa
JP0IPIITN NPOIN NYDIN NN

191 PRNIPYN NP0 NMWPNI MYYIN NN IPO21DN MANYNIN ,IRIL3
D»NOYNIN DHINW INRY 22°HDN LOWNN MYXIRI D) MNINRN DIWA NYDILA
PN NPT HNINN 2016 MY IXND .AYOIND DY TTINNNY INH¥N XY DY
MY NP0 N7ONY MTYWNY Y 1NN IN7 PYNY ,NYwnnn WRI T 250
1 NWID ("4000 >N 2000 °N”) NPINDND NNWPNI NPT MNNOHLYD
™Mavn Yw nno by 079°Y DN TTHINNY ND*IRN NIIYN YW 17D’ NOPWNI
W3 VLYY P01 MIMWPN NYND D) D ,N0M NP0Y NNNNI NNV
DPNIPYN Y ,BYN HRIWH MNINKR MYT> P2 PIARN YR DY NOOTIND MRNNYN
ORI DONIN

0'npun 0'oia N7'7) 5

- DNpon DOV YW PXPLYID2 DY NIPORNN NNWPNA NPLIPINT IN0)
NOYVWN IR T2IYW 191N XD 2O NPRAYY NYTN NP0 TIYY MID)
NTWN TXY DN MNNMIN MRDXY NPWINPNRN PIWN HY 012 2022190 3770 YV
951 NY0I2 PPVIPINT,DYY DITIND *NVYYW DMN Y A07Y HP 1D PHY P NDEN
0’2191 XITNN DMK PNAN PRINKRNY DhPDN DO D) WNIND NTIYW Moxh
19N NY? HY DNPON NYN D21 P NVNN NTWAN NNIWI .YNNWNA IR WINONI

MNo0Yo Hy Y Y Yon IR

P2NY NMYUPNN W YW MIPD°0 DN DNINRD NYNN DIX’N 0PN, HRIWA
3(2025 ORIV PNDXN MTYWN PIN DY) DTWN TIRD N¥VINT NOYY NN
5V NMNN YW PRNRTRD INTAY NOTYM NDWITH PN ITIWVNRY 5”21 mind
TV ,PTI9) PTNY0Y 71IWn MYAn D¥VIN D1rNa 0YYWY) 90N MYIT 19
ANR MIPN DINPONN MWIN NN DTPONY PN NOYY >IN Mrn >T
NOHWA RNNDIN NNYPN 90 = 51X D) TRoNn M11Na DIYYH XN YW M2 XN
JPMNTY YR MOWNN DX PPORY ¥ - 7NN

DY NYR MO D°2YNNW IR ,D2RANY NPNY DNNINR DNWPN P TIND DX

PN, NNYUPDN PIWA NNON >TRON WK NYWNND NVOY DX 70D NORY Yy
TPMP’D MNXNXYY MONPNN JPRY MTRY DITH PN D2WNPNR D°9P°w Nt
DTAYN NNWPNN PIWA NV YWY NDPRWN HY .NY1TNRN DX INDNY 130 YD

TN~ 17 NIYIRI0900) 13700 MO Ao nwpn .H
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02771970 0’911 11210 HY 72 PN),PIwi 1121 Yy DY HWNY D7’N0°W 0*OYn D)
nYwNnn oYY ,2025 MY NY’NNN PIN NYNN RN NYRD D°29700 THR MR
LMD 2NN NTWA TARD NEYIN MIIM 272N MNPNY NIPRD NTY DX PONN
APY IXYINN MIIN >IN 1PN HY INNR NN DNWPNN W N¥YNNI ,NYwNnn
,NTIAY °OIT NPPTA NYIAP HY NTRPOMY — dNPXN NTWN TIRD DY )

NoUNNY DTIYIN HY ¥ONnn Wwn YY PO wh 9onn - H7om nrm 8PN

DONN YW X NNXY NMWUPNN YW pNroehion D120 01012 NYvIpmTa

5w DrOMYOT Pria NN 1271 NPILLY MIYLa YN PYY  DNPONN
NN NN T P00 PP IIYD DR PPORAD PP DY . MNMouvo
NNM DT Y 22210)n8y NYWNNN WX IRIW .M NPRDITPR NITD MY TN3
DX PN DTV NNWPNA MYDIN IMIANYN DiPdYYW ’NY 02 VOWN PNNa
P22 X, NPINTN D37 DPNVWY JUNI PORDN INVYWY TWUR ,PIwa N
,MNNYOWI  NNYWPNA DPYNYOY NOPRWI PR PP 29U VDY YR MY
MY NY’NN 7Y MNOY HXIW A NNWPNN YW 1N0D NN NPNA .POIPINT Y3
NN PYNN RWNA,HWRY) 1T DINN2 IPNNRN ,NINT DY .DIPR 797 wW 1Yyn 9071
o092 DPYNYD MNTPN PR PN’ MIYL °D NYYN (NI NTWN TIRN HYW
MIY NPO*Y1D MILN MWD PLIPINTI NR MP 0NN MYWNRN MUNWN XIX
NMYUPNA NI T Mo ,171°0 Yy (Yadlin & Klein-Shagrir, 2024) nv7m
JNYLN DPMTN D TAYIN YW D07 PYN IR 070910 D1NY NND MYWNYN

TNl i DI .6

DIDID *ARWN YW M1 X0 POYYN NI0Y NMWRN MOy 120N Noon 17
D)W D001 D°NIDID INNY ,DIDIDN 7MW KD JPHY XN NOYWN .D»N05Y
DMWN NPTRN MY YW D7n0dw °1onpa 1Y) 0PNl D101 HNn
’10YW DIDIDY LIPNY JOIXD DPPYINND NPNY DNARY ,D2XPN NANMN NYTIN
DNYWRN 295 YW NN MMPRN 12°) NN DYDY DN NYR DPNPN D)W D200
NrYan Yow ,N1NoN MNPYN PIwa Thrna Hpwn Hya X T nuhw Mo
wpan POYWN IWRD 2 NOWNN DIDIDN DN DY NNX XY 9001 Pvnn HTna
PN 2IPNY R 19IND DIDID *ARWN PHNN XD ,NNMWPNN PIiwa DIpHwa ynob
NYNNP>2 MNIND0YD YW NWNON 5010 PN IPY2,MTMR MNNDYD NOTYN

AR MITIIN JPRY N
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INY 179N MXITA D2)H0YYW MYNIND 20IDT 11D PPORNNY MWY T PYNN
YT ARWN NNWPN 2ARWA YW - >NDX 000 P Wi NN v ,N»Nn
D7 YV NP0 MY 1A,/ MN0N MyTn” DR wRwn’ 9nn P - Y93
215W% MIPD*12 NROLANM MIINN DLW DX NNIPP 1T NYDIN .D7”MIRY MTOIN
PARWN W 00PY0 DY YNINIY WY )3 10D NPNNP’A MNMOLYON NI
POPR NOTYN YV 230 7172 >20PY0 2NVYYW 0N YW INY PRINN MY’ 01070
77 DIDID PINWNI WYY - NN X DDMI0N DIpNI - NOHWN TN
NrY0 MNP 9192 g0 2HYW . MTMR MNMOLYDY DN I0M D010 DPX) Y2
R127 NPT MTOMY IWOKRY XD PLIYNY 210N NNWPN *95 DINNY NPITN
NPOOM 1151 YW 12N MDD NYWN 0PN NPooN PN YYD yana onex
.D»)0YYw DMoID

5w NoTYNY Cnw °YY 9N DPNDY INPNI WIDPWD 1DIR L,PIINNA
TPOM ,2015 IDOPINT DPINY POIRDD NNWPDN TIWN . MTMINR MNND0YD
DOY TN D°I’ONP MYNNARI DNXODM DMO’) ,NPWnnn >0n Don Yy
DIDIDN >IN DINT NKX 2014 781 1271 ,NKOH ,q01 90 .(Benedek, 2024, p. 475)
.DIDID NP0 DY NMIWPNN MY 07N D°ON YW NNWRNN MMIYPNM
TN DRINN 2NYWNN DIDID YV PRy »MO0w 70 Yy DY aNn DPRNIXY DNT
oY NORPY UKD NYOWN INYN 1DINI ,NPWNNY DAMPRD NNYPN °HIY Mw
P1XNPIN 67%7D ,NYWNNN DY NN YN, TV2 Y0P 2018 mwa ,Swnh .pwin
1%2 92p RTL Klub *8nxyn ¥1yn Tiya,rnY0in DINN2 D7’N3%10n0 D010
.(Commissioner for Human Rights, 2021, p. 5) 7292

NYWI NYWNRN NOYNN X7 °!o70 0INY ANINRD DY NOYI2 INNT YNNIV
LINT ADNINNDY ¥IRD NIPYN DIWN NYWNRND *TIVN YW DIDID *INWN N WnY
72Mm% NANT MT.OTI2 MAIN NNNYNRY WY ¥IRD DN YW Nrvann Mapya
ORI DTYN DO MNVOY HY5 77TV R NN *NLYYW DIN YW NI
17N 210 HY MTMNX MNTNOVYH DIDID MOTYNAY ,NYPYNIN MOYNN MYNNINRI
1°0%) NI )XY 1YW 0 TYN DT AWPNA .DIDID PARWND HW NI IPNY
2PNW-RY P00 1NN PNYWNRNN 010190 NOWY Yy Pvon nwbwin N1no
.D107D *aNWN YW
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NI NINTI90791 AN MT00 W Pnm 3

YA NNWPNI POIPINT NY01 KW DMVIAY PITN WP DWUPD qoN YN
N7PIN YW MNPNN DX N2Y0W ,NNXY 1°IN0NN NNMWPDN YW °XINNN Iy
PNTOHNNYD PONND IPNNNY PYNNA TN L(Szabd et al, 2018) MV>)1ON
LINR MY TR Pmyn PRy Do»nwnn 0INan navon Yw (Normalization)
PTN201 MYTN *912 I’V NITIVND NPINDNN NNWPNA (P7myn HRIVY

Riapk)]

D’0°29°D»NI2N DIPWA 101D DYYND NP MYy YW irerhnm
702 MOONI NPIIX’P I11Y2)12WNMY NPV MTIYY 5% D°R°210N ,D°OWNNN
Ekstrém et al,,) >*n2°¥0 n°wa npiYnna 0Nw °nY 0»HYnmM 02573 NI
,(Mainstreaming) 2°1°700»1 DX NN2NN ,NT PPN M PHNN (2020, p. 469
MI%oN YW NYOM NYYIN MYNNNI ,NPMIYONRM NPYH19N NN PN P’NNN
175 (Ekstrom et al,, 2020, p. 470) NYTNN YW D’0IPNTN MTOMI NN’
NMYNNRD NHWPNA DX YNNI DT PYIN )90 INRY DX D70YD DO wn
X1 )2 NINYN NNYRNNY 219Y Ty 20910 XKD AT PYNNa o1 15w )0 DX
DIPNY P2 D2N2RTRD MYMIN WIDWO) NPNYP MTY? iPxm 0237 101 Y910
NXPY D NWNN NYRY 120N D25

DYRNA PN TPON MXZNN MNPYM NNWPNN 0200 7m0 INRY

MY MY .IXP MTIY? P09 NANT NDWN 1NN MYXNARA 7PXT1RIN
MY YW 151N INNY NIDN NNWPNN LP0IPNT NP0 NYNINN NIYW
D27 DIPN YN DY PN SmMNN PYHINY DNMN RN P, NDRY NP
) PLDYNYD N2 WNYY DMK NNYRNN °05YW ND’ON1 I MpaTn
MTAYN 19N YW NPTITA NPNA ROY R ,MTNIN MYT P2 VIWD PR N2°HNN
My Yv NPy Nownb 701N Mo°a 10 > .(Ekstrom et al., 2020, p. 470)
,D2MAN MRY DT NP PPN DR ,PWURT .PNDN >IN0 NpPw AN NN
T DYYY) POMIN YW 2YN NNMIVN DX PWnh XN XN 021D 22ynD Dyon
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Abstract

This essay responds to the article “Media and Democratic Backsliding.” Its
central argument is that the conceptual framework proposed in the original
article, however detailed and comprehensive, rests on contested ideological
premises, foremost among them the assumption that right-wing populism pos-
es a threat to democracy rather than constituting an expression of it. The dis-

cussion focuses on three of the article’s arguments: the undermining of public
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broadcasting, the normalization of extreme positions, and the bypassing of
traditional media via social networks. It seeks to expose the one-sidedness
of these arguments and warns that the very attempt to protect the media may

itself endanger freedom of expression and press freedom in Israel.
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Media, Democratic Backsliding and the Role of
Media in Democratic Backsliding

Adam Shinar

Abstract

This essay responds to the article “Media and Democratic Backsliding.” It
commends the article for placing the media at the center of the discussion
and for its proposed typology of the measures through which the government
erodes media independence. At the same time, it adds that the Israeli media is

itself complicit in this process: it normalizes extreme positions from the right
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of the political spectrum alone while excluding left-wing and Arab voices,
and in wartime it enlists in the national effort, relinquishing its critical stance.
Finally, the essay argues that the media’s silence precisely when its own

independence is under threat merits separate scholarly examination.
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A Partial View: R Response to Media and
Democratic Backsliding: R Multidimensional
Gonceptual Analysis

Anat Saragusti

Abstract

This essay responds to the article “Media and Democratic Backsliding.” It

suggests that the article can be read as an accurate account of a governmental
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plan of action to weaken the free press in Israel, yet the picture it presents is
incomplete. The essay complements this picture by addressing several aspects
unique to the Israeli case: Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s trial on
corruption charges in the media sphere, his disparaging treatment of Israeli
journalists, and the orchestrated social media campaign to discredit and harass
them. Finally, it argues that the mainstream media’s near-total disregard of
the humanitarian crisis in Gaza since October 7, 2023, is an outcome of this

process and deprives the public of vital information.
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A Democratic Backsliding of Media: Some
Questions

Daniel Zaken

Abstract

This essay responds to the article “Media and Democratic Backsliding.” It
questions the conclusion that Israel is undergoing “democratic backsliding in
the media.” It contends that most of the government’s initiatives in this area
have been thwarted, and that Israel’s democratic tradition sets it apart from
the countries of Eastern Europe. Drawing on personal experience in public

broadcasting and at Army Radio (Galei Tzahal), the essay challenges several
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of the typology’s categories. It argues that some government measures are in
fact aimed at decentralizing and diversifying a highly concentrated market,
and that the critical media itself bears considerable responsibility for the
erosion of public trust in it. Finally, it maintains that government measures
should be examined in depth: some stem from a genuine professional need for

change, while others serve to tighten control over the media.
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Media and Democratic Backsliding in Israel:
Responses

Nadiv Mordechay, Sagiv Barhum

Abstract

In this essay, the authors of “Media and Democratic Backsliding” reply to
their respondents. The essay sharpens the claim that democratic backsliding
is a multidimensional empirical phenomenon that does not stop at state
institutions but spills over into the media. It argues that decentralization and
diversification measures presented as positive often serve as instruments
of government control, and that the free-market model of the media in a

democracy should be rejected, since regulation of the media field is justified

2028 26 177 I



precisely on democratic grounds. At the same time, the essay accepts the
comments regarding the asymmetry in political representation, the coverage
of the war in Gaza, and the weight of the populist leader, while stressing that

the phenomenon is greater than the sum of its parts.
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Anti-Media Media: Ghannel 14 as a Case Study for
a New Model

Ayala Panievsky, Shuki Tausig, Chen Egri

Abstract

The rise in attacks on press freedom worldwide, combined with the populist
weaponization of partisan media to undermine our information environment,
require that we develop tools for distinguishing journalism — which enjoys
press freedom protections — from manipulative attempts to exploit the fagade
of journalism to spread falsehoods, hatred, and government propaganda
(Panievsky, 2025, 2026). This article presents a first attempt to operationalize
the theoretical concept “anti-media media”, by analyzing a sample of
broadcasts from Israel’s Channel 14 during 2024. We apply four central criteria
for identifying anti-media media that undermine the democratic functions
attributed to journalism: (1) approach to false claims and conspiracy theories;
(2) the dissemination of hatred, racism, and incitement to violence; (3)
approach to journalists and newsrooms; and (4) the uncritical amplification of
government propaganda. We find that, first, each of the four criteria appeared
in at least one-tenth of the items. Second, the most prevalent criterion — the
uncritical amplification of government propaganda — appeared in more than
40% of the items. The second most common criterion was verifiably false
claims, which appeared in 34% of the sample. Unfounded conspiracy theories
appeared in over one-tenth of the items, most notably the theory claiming that
the October 7 massacre was the result of “treason from within”. Finally, this
article demonstrates that the proposed model for identifying anti-media media
is both relevant and effective in the Israeli case. Although local coding will be

necessary to apply, refine, and adapt the model for use in other countries, the
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underlying criteria (derived from a normative conception of journalism’s role
in a democratic society) remain. The distinction between journalism and anti-
media media carries important legal, regulatory, and political implications for

the future of news and the ability to protect it.

T

12N TRONN YY M7 1AND NPT YT NNYPN PN 2070 INNDD TR
72WN) DINNN NNYPN NNV IPOIPNT 172N NI NNWPDN IRYDINY
D’TPON 10010 7T ,MTP PYI1ON P0IPMTN DY Nrnwa wn 2Hah
Curran,) M2 YY) POOYWA HY MP’D T NXY 1PN YN NPONN - D?TIM
Sv NVURIN DMWY 09N .(2011; Gans, 1998; Overholser & Jamieson, 2005
XY DX, NP 215 PVIPNTY DOMY NNWPN *Hd YW DI NNYY 2170 RN
D’ORIY MNDY INY DPWINPN DPRNN’Y DAY NNWPN YO0 NHWA . 1PYON2 TN
MNDXD DX NIWY ,DPRNIVY PPN VI MNPN N2AYXN PN NNKRD DX 17120
NYYWOIND MRNAYYA DIwD ,MIN >TPmn DY NP mONY NoWN MyNNNa
mY2mY DRNN DN 201D ,MNWAN MN¥AN DR NIN’NN IP0Y NILNI
NoYn 9NN ,070IPMT TN INY DOONY ,DWTN NNWPN °HD - NYNYN

A9910 NYD’0aN NYRNIMPYN MNIMN DY POIZNY NHY Do’

Mo bwY (Panievsky, 2025, 2026) "MNN°Y0IR” WD HY 01 1T MIRND
PMYTN PY PRI DOXIND,DPRIMY0IN NNWPRN 222 YW Nawm 1t H7in
701N PRNNA DP1IN YNy INYIW DY 197X ,MDINI DWIN - IPRNIVY NI
LPNPOONR NN DIPYW YW NYTIM IPN0YW N¥DN NI0Y - NHYNI RYPI)
N0 NNYYM NOYY TN DPNNPA DPRITPY YW NpNwM NMNY D1TP
MW DWRYN T D010 NMWPN °Y YYD NIWNN 21K DN DPRY
TPRIN >NNRA DINN0N DN AWK 0910 MINN IX MYON RO Yw nYinyn
NOYWN PPYWOIN MNIPY NPDINY ITINIW MDD DI TPRIVY 1T HW Py
DPRNIPY NMWPN °Y5Y DONYHRN MPNRM DIPYIN PIN0N IR PVH1D
.(Panievsky, 2026, pp. 717-718)

Panievsky, 2025,) anti-media media-> D110 183 Y201 "MNIY0IR” NHNN

AVIMN IR DINIPYO0IRY KD TNNMWPNT0IRY MR DIINY W NNIROY (2026
anti-media N12NN D)W TNIRY NIPMIY NYDIN YW NI KN anti-media media
2w - (Bhat & Chadha, 2020; Panievsky, 2021; Soriano & Gaw, 2022) populism
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DY 7700 121 PON DWTPRY NPODYIND MYNM NMAYON PR 0’910 INNNN
YW WY DN DX D3 ,MYTN MW DRNY Yy Mopnn Dnvw *0°non
POWW M72ya PN I3 K¥NIA PRY PP /NMWUpN”S MTnn Yw npmoia

AN 2T NYXIM PMNIPYT0IRY AWININ P NMYPNT0IN OP9ID10”]

IY2IR DY NODIANN DPRNIPYT0INY DPRNPY NMWPN YD Pa MINann
I (pluralism) DY N9 ,(loyalty) MmN, (facticity) NPnT1Y :D>NWN
yan ,mTayo on Yo ,nrnTavn v (1) .(Panievsky, 2026) (solidarity)
NMYUPNN °Y3 HY INW X N LP0IPINTI MNPYN DRDNNY YTINN TPonnn
IWNRD D11 DNI0IDNN DR 7MD0IAN > NYANIYLYI NN MIAMTNYY NN
DINRIN NN (2) 2P 7OONP NPNIXRNY ON’N N 7DIDIDI MXIY MYINN
MMNIN XYM N1 7P0IPIMTN YV NPnwn 195”7 mMnmyn Y¥ N7ponn yan
,IVINY PRPP09195 N0 NA%oNY 1NN XN DXD 21NN DMYPNN Y Hw
MATIN - TN DINNRIN DR 110 DM 20097 )NvYd NXY NrrTnd vy
NN (3) ZMIPNY IR PNDND DIVYPRY MINKY ,D7IN0ND DNPY P NINTR
MYTY DIPN 1% DR MIPYIN PIW”D NMYPNN YW NTponn v oromoon
MPNS MTNMN MYTY DIPN W DRN - VIDI 2NN NNYPNN Y32 MM
NYITO0N NN (4) 7()PYIIN MAZON PRPPODID) NNWPNN YD YW MINNIN
M .D1MTN NYNR N°)2) IPNIIN MTOY NP NNWRNN YW NTHRONN Yy
2N°9N) MIYI MIPION TN’ 2NN0M IRIY 'YW 1NN NIWPNN 52 YW onen
207202 MM MYNPY DX 117°) DR

YT MDY 0IR YW O0NRNN VOONPN DX DY’ NWKRI 1PD°) Y¥N DT IIND
NND) .14 X1y YW PONKRN 1NN NIPNR2 DNVNIIZY MWW NN NX NNI2
NNN DIMNN,DPRNIVY0IN NNWPN DI 1PORY 07150 D210 NYIIN IND
PNTYN NN Y PYURID PIVAIPD IPNNRI MNPYY D°oN»NRn D TRonn
W 1PI07IPN . 1INNKI DIDIDN 210D, 7PN POONP NPNN M 12101012 D PWH O
WOV PIVAIPN .DIINPORY NNOM NIV ,NRIY NXON :N1PITHI0N MW NN YaN
Y3770 PPIVIPN LDPRNIIPY NNWPN D) PRIPYY O :DPHYMYON N nn Yy
PNYwnn NY)NYN YW NMa D10 HINTN MINNIN DWW NN Y

Panievsky,) DNy 0IX YW 20MRNN LODNPN Y DOIANNIN *NPN LTIV INT

.D0”P NMWPN Y HY 1210 MN*I) IPNNIIMN DW?Y 0577 NNDY TN (2026
MNMY YW NNPPRY DY TTNNNY DWPNND NNWPDN 1PN WD XN TV NN
DX N P2OPPIR MINMY YW DOV D00 DY N°INI NPRWY I - WTN 10N
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0’27y LD ’9Y NOWD RIHN PN PNINTN DY 770 DY PNIYON MNMY NN
VNN TN ORIIPY DINK NPRY DINNY,NTIDI IPAVD’ON 100N ,17°H5N2 NHY
M21I15N0 MNY>TN Y2 IR MNOYT MORWN D5 Yy My Y1 KXY 7712 MR DT
D’O01 DIPIM MAPIND Y»0N XD PXIW IPNPNN MINNIY DNPN IR 2

AT NVYIAN NYOINY YN NMIANN DR P avinY

DRNNA )12 IMWNN 12NN DR NN ,IND NIPNRD 14 Y)Y TPNn> RN
LINIPY YW 07NN P TRON YY NDIYN IPIPHNN MID0NI MITIY 0217100
X1” Dwa 2014 NIWA DPINY X)1IYN MNPY-0IR HY DWTN DIpNNN 1IN
NPNAM NYIYN VN DIWN DY DY 122 DUNRIN (20 1Y) "IN DWINN
2V .21 MYTN N9 ,NN0N YW 0°Y32 wnnwn XiNwI i’an) mownn Hv
PI0WNN 12’000 ,MDIONN MPNIAN MIIYN NPIm YW D72%0N0 PRI R ypI
127 NPAPYI ITWN YYD 2D 1PN DIPIN PRIMPY 10PN NYIW NNNY
NMYUPN °YI ,DRIY ,D°00YD 020100 MNOWN PN TIDIN *2’YD Ta) NNON
NYN YWD PRI TTIVN LNDXD MPWM 0OWNN ,)HNY’ AN NN NINN
"P»VD DTN "D’P’NN NPON” /01920 DTN PID P TOHONP NPNND YO0
14 Y17y DX YN 1IN MYWNIN ,9apna L(X2025 ,2023 17’070 ;82024 2 IN)
°95 HY M0 TPENIN MDIN 21 MR ITVOW 02 (720 Y1 XIPIWD NY)
mMaon 1% NPIYNN NTID) NITOX NIIYN 1NIY 1IN’ WY ,D°INNN NNWPN
ITND YNNI DITND A¥N IDONR TWRD ,DOPY 1D Nn MIvY YW 12081 w3l
MONNON MYNNNKI (2023 ,XOIND ;2024 ,2022 ,1”1) MDON MILN 1Y PIYN?
NIYRI IPNOYW NN TXY MNPy YW *NIann NTpoN1 NPOIWYN MI190N Yy
1T PINN L2024 MWA 14 X1y YW DNTWYWH MY MP200 DrImNN YW nnon
DRI 1IN, MNIPY0IN 22NN AWINN DR 002 T °YRIWN NIPNI WNNWN
APNNIY DY 970 YN - 12WN IX NNNYNI AT THPNI - 11NN 2102 NN RHY
DTNy NYYTM

O"INR D191 MIA'D 07RT 07
TONN1 790 N

MNPYN NYRY 2°20 N2NN TN PNTPRD APNNA D°NND NINKRD WY
000 DM DXy Y DMmpInNn nonY JMVpna nYonm mYonn
PONN YW 7 ORN DX DM TYNY WP’ 0’27 D3PI ,N°730 MXIRD THYN
NN MW DY ,D’OINT MO DY P MYOWN NN NMVPNN 19IN2 PNINTRN
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Bauer et al., 2022; Levendusky, 2013a; Morris & Morris,) Nyaxn >0197 Y
N2°20 YW Y7900 259 N300 IPMIYONN NNYPNN > NYOW N0 X PN (2022
DMINN Y2 ;Druckman et al,, 2019, p. 291) “171°120 MYINI N°V210N NNWPNN

(NN, 0"Y 9" - NHY

hyperpartisan WX partisan media) N°N)Y50 NMYPNA POIWN PYWYN IPNNN 9
DIPIN ,IPWURT .NPTIIN NPND 190101 MNINKRD DIWN DIWY1 Tpnnn ,(media
PNNNOPROI FPNNNOPROT NXON P2 N0 NNYPN P2 IWPHN NX NN D27
mapya 0192 ,(Garrett et al., 2016; Simonov et al., 2022; Weeks et al., 2021)
Ash et al., 2024; Wu &) NMxIPHY 7PXPOONPA NYNXN HHWI NNMPN NN
P2 VPN DRHIPTI,NY N¥INMD 1’730 MYIRI D27 DN, 1)WY L(Shen, 2022
Iyengar et al., 2019; Levendusky,) *wx1m >0>9100 210’72 17°5YY N0M NNMWPN
mIpIn Wy (2013b; Martin & Yurukoglu, 2017; Stroud & Curry, 2015
MONNYN ,PY210 MYTN P2 NN NNWPN NN P IVPN INIYRY DIPIM
Broockman & Kalla, 2022; Casas et al., 2022;) nyaxn >010T) D?N2NN DN
DellaVigna & Kaplan, 2007; Dilliplane, 2011; Suk et al., 2022; van Kempen,
DNMYPNA PRI NI P2 NN NNWPN NN P IWPN 1PN NNT T¥Y (2007
Bell) yn myia nmnn m2n Ny ,(Guess et al.,, 2021; Ladd, 2011) n°tomn
moonn *Yapn YW Drn 170 W (et al., 2022; Jamieson & Cappella, 2008
Arceneaux et al.,, 2016; Nygaard, 2021; Stevens & Allen,) DINX NNHWPN 01N
(2017

PVTI NNYPNN PN MTI0NRM NYPTIMND MPN0NN M1 ,MINK D°»na

PPN DIT . NNWPNL PONM PNIYOND NNWPNN NYRWY MIWPR) DYD 11N
°920 MINIRD PPy PO MNPYN MTN PNOONA TPNRNN 0N
MNYY 9 Yy ,(Campbell, 2019; Kuypers, 2013; Ladd, 2011; Sheppard, 2007)
Artz, 2026; Deacon & Wring,) D)W JIXR? M2 MPTNI NN7pNn N°MYoN
TP M0N0 MNPYN YW NPwy °N0O’N NN YXIW A DX .(2002; Labarre, 2024
,(Meyers, 2005; Neiger, 2023; Soffer, 2014) N»T0N0 YW MHWRIN PV 1’2
°720 MYIN NNXY PRNPYD DINRD IRTYN NPVIPN NI INIRY 2109
.(Markowitz-Elfassi et al., 2018; Peri, 2004; Tsfati & Meyers, 2012) 2071 NNXN2

,partisan media X ,”N0M NNWPN” IWIND ,DINN DIPNNN YO X DY X
12°2 PHaNY X ,NNI NITIN Y POH0YN WINI DINNA DIPINN 217 .59NyNn M)
congruent )X advocacy media, political parallelism 1> D990 DAV P
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NMYUPN Y 9211 N7TIN2IYD 7NN MNTY” WD DR 1PTINY DN .media
7920 MNIND ANYNIY 2D N°IITIND MNIPYD YW NP2 0PRYIRD OINRA 3NN
.(Hackett & Zhao, 1998; Maras, 2012; Schudson, 1981) 20-0 NXNN MPWRII
DIPNA MYTA NTPNRNNY ITID N0M NNWPNY 0N”’NN ,Swnd ,nYoRp NOR»’)
Jamieson & Cappella,) "IN TR NPNIND N°APYY DPDOPPIIR DMYTA
NP0P?NND NYINI"W 113D NOM DNWPN MIRD PR 1NPIIT (2008, p. 4
PO NOIN .(Druckman et al., 2019, p. 99) “NXMHON LIN NTIPI NOY
Arceneaux et al., 2013, p.) “ITPNNTR 17°0) MHYY2 MYTN” NN IWNRNWN
NYY2 NMYUPN XD PNIZON NMYPN ,MOLIVD D°2°1a” *3 0D *POTIAN (227
1772 02N DNPI DY DY XKIOX MYWTNN DY INNTN P XOW DMYUPD :MyT
NN PO PONIPTIN P00 WMWY . (Levendusky, 2013b, p. 2) "jirYy
DRNN2 > MYTN N0 NYPOPN N NWITN NP ,NDTYNAY JIT1 NNWPN NN

.(Shultziner & Stukalin, 2021, p. 373) "NPINRTR) D010 D’DIVIRY

PO MMM MNNN DYDIN NNYY DTN NNONND IPNND X T¥Y DYIN
PRI D°NW D°N0N IPNINTR P00 PIDNY P01 NNWPN YO X 1’02
MNINRD DIV TPRNIVY NPWIXPNI YY) NiPnRn 2550 Y NPnw n ,0non
LPMYON MNIPYNR DPNPN DR DN IWR NNWPN Y YW 171213 NYoINYD D>TY IR
Panievsky, 2025,) "MNmey-0IR” 1R NNPW NN R PNDINTR DM IN 0N
POIPITI MNPYN TPONT MPOIWN NPNRD DY YW MINNDN JWnna (2026
INPWINY DX YNNI MNPYI0IRD MDY P2 NINANY wIN YT Mo pwh
X1 - HRIW? N2 NIPNRY 0N’ 1IN MNP MYNNKI AT 0NN NN YTnn Yw
14

el™ il NN PDINT W11 mnmon 7pan

P2IWPRAPOIWNNIY IPHN AN’ D?0°91D D’DIDIP’ D) NPT IV TR, NNWPN >IN
D001 )77 NIRY) IRMP DY), NINRD DIDDI.P0IPINT 1IN MNP TOM
(1) :292°9 P VIPMTN PIRNI DNYUPNY DONPHN DTN D THPONN NN
D”N2 GNNWNY 199PW 73,801 T 2121y 2Y NN DR Y779 20NTNODYR TPon
79N wnwy :npon Tpon (2) ;0rhy OTYIND DTAYINY I Do*h1on
TPoN (3);N05WN DWXRID,NI1INT MON YY1 K1 YN DNH °NTPR HYW NIIWNN
NOMWN MNT WD ,MNNN 0PN PNIRY ,NOMWN N7 N2 NP MY 2N7an
DNVXN DINON TPON (4) WID) XY DOWYNY DPWIR P 12IP DWIND N
Sy 11y HOw 22D MIvya HY MAnm MY M2 1Y inMovvo IR Nna
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PN YW 0P MMAYI NI NYX D> 7Pon .(Curran & Redden, 2025) Drin 170
Anderson, 2007; Bennett & Serrin, 2005; Carey,) Dwn 7NRY D°27 DNWUPN
1989; Carpentier & Wimmer, 2024; Curran, 2011; Rosen, 1999; Schudson, 2008,
DMYUPN YW 07O RN ,D70NIMN PTPON YR .(2018; Strombick, 2005
2V NMPPAM POP0OIR NPR ,)2MD ,DNYY DWW’ NP0IPINT 171N D°INN
NI TPRYT NPT RN NPLIPINT MIANA NNWPN YD) PRIY YW DTpon
°93 HW DTPON NX PN »T5 NNt DY .(Goldstein, 2007; McChesney, 2004)
W p01INP) PNOY 1DIND NNWPN 12N YY D)W D00 TP 112N NIWPN

DT NI DII0AP WD

PTPON WNN1 D270 DN R YYYW XD DT IPNN YW RN NP
->N790 N - 2127 VINYR MY MNIPY ,POIPINTI MNPYN HY D72 ONINN
NMONN YY NODIANNY NTNRY 1T .2171 NRNA NPLIPINT D’PY MOXKIWY MIaN2
D’NPONN DY TNN PTPON DX NWITN WX ,1PNIAN DYINK YW 72000
7w NPR T L(Christians et al., 2010; Wyatt, 2007) NMWpNn YW D IWORNDM
MNMY DY NNON [PYRND M MIPR DY XD IR NNMWPDD PN AN
,(Anderson, 2007; Starr, 2008) D>NINXRN D> NWYN JTNXR? MIINN PLIPINT
Habermas, 1991;) Mxeynn DX pwh NY12°H 0N°a OO0 D AW IN NIV
DX DIYWY DMYUPNN YW N2> YyanNa mpoo ry nwa 177 ,(McNair, 2012
TYD MXINY Mo T, (Baker, 2001; Usher, 2021; Zelizer, 2013) 0 mTn
T2V DHWIM NPIYLN,DNIIDN AR Y ,NPDIPINT MIIN NIWY 1K1 MNYN
.(Pickard, 2019; Schudson, 2018; Zelizer et al., 2022)

12702 1IN POIPINTI NNWPND YW PTRONI IPOYY IPNRM 12NN N
,D°00NN D°NDY0N N7YY *10Y - NINK NNRI YTNIN N0 IWKRD 207N NRNN
Y20 CMIPDY YTNRN NP0 DR D2INNN DRIPMIZRD ,NPNIann MNwan
NPWH ONPNNY NWATY YT P0IPIMT DY NP Nd Y5 ,015 .01k N MORNN
NPNIIN MNWI2 Wil 77%n Mapya Mnmyn 07ya Y2nnny >oniTn
.DXMNN NMWPN 12y IR DMKRY D°2IX 120 DYUH

NYNIIND MNWIN I7YY 0IDD YTNN N2I01 DPONITH DIPWD NNRD

POIPITI MNPYN DY DTN PTRON (DR MWTN) 191N NIIND P’ORD
Y0P N MON YV HY NP NN IR Y70 MDD - 912050 HTnn 2o Hy
NYPNIAND MNWIN Tya NP R D°OINT D7IPN 129N - NOMWN NI’mTnI
PNDY DIND) PINRD TPONY 120 *PON PHONN MNAN RINORN MDA

W0 77107 a0 a7pnd 14 P -mm-1iw .E

2028 26 177 I



11,(DYN 770 YYW o171y HHY 2200 MY HY MINM > NDY M HY 111w
PLIPINTI MNIVY YV DXNYRIN P TPONY TIND Y1 PONN INNN PRIN JOINI
92 NPMTN NP MY N7INa MON CHYI IR PV L PNIR YT PooY)
2W MPNIRD IR MIPRD N0 YY K91 ,0°001210 DYPRY DIIN MNTPN 10 .(MIIRIN
Hameleers, 2020; Pickard, 2019; Tripodi et al., 2023; Tucker) 072170 X 12NN
NRIYW YW DX ,NPIYNNA W12 012170 19I0)0°92°w 5 Nna N (et al., 2018
MaLPM MIA%ON )N IR DTN PIY NN 30 MYnPp NN 1M>Da ,1m9d
Gerbaudo et al., 2023; Banaji & Bhat, 2022; Heltzel & Laurin, 2024;) 1’12
M7 NPNIANN MNWIN )2 m>d .(Lajevardi et al., 2022; Vasist et al., 2023
9901 P2 NIDON NP, IPWNRD PNODNAIMND 7PN XOW PR 110 NN
DY DIPYY MRID DIAXYN DNY DRPINOYRIY ,DITIRD N0 Hw Dl
PN NPIVNOIX NPV DY DN P NN QU MYTIPR) Y7 NPRD
NYNIANN MNWIN NN NWYI,)10 DX .(Akbari, 2025; Fuchs, 2018) D%)yamy»n
»N2 DYRNIPY NNWPN 25D MYNn )0 Ty ,YTNRn N30 NN WTNN MaXYnN
MNXIN PR NIIND HY 1P Mydw NPT )M >0 ,DUNNunn YW Dr-orn

J95N2 DNY MTNM R ,PVIPINTI MNDY YW 1T Ponk

01921 ,NNION R POIPNTN DITP2 NMWPN YD YW DTPON DR Y >T1D
270 DX IND’D Y5 1NNDYW 53 MNNPYN YW 0715700 D> TPONN 12N NN
,DPRNMPYI NNWPD °H5 10D P NMIPR AT DTN NI0NN MNIPY0IR MY
WwNnnwno mMiroa 0’paxny D1INY D) XX PRITPYN 98I0 YV I ,DPRNNPY0IR
NPNRM DIPY YW NXOM DT N0Y (Panievsky, 2025, 2026) N°RNN’Y MDI2
V20D AR INPORD ANDM MY ,NNXIYW Y 100 nYnyn PN o0N)R
N7YN2 MOYNN 1PN LOWN *NIAY MNPV WOIN N D°UYDN DNINY
DMX NI1IY 1911970 DI01RI90 HY D°NY NNWPD °HI 1R MY X100
NMVPN Y2 YW MPNNI NIPY 0NY P2IYN) MNNYN WOIM M0N0 WoIN Yy N13na
.DPRNDY

NIy 0oy -Mnmu~uiNg nmy 11

QWY IPRNN’Y MDA WIPYW DIV NNWPN 235 DN NN MNPy 0IR" AW
PTPON NYWVNPNIN MPPOPIDY DTN XY ,DPRNI’Y DIPRY 010N N¥ON
Sw D»NNON D1ORNAN YOV WD “IPRNNPY MOD” .iP0IPIMTI MNY YW
,TIRDN DNY D790 DNY :DPRNIVPYI0IN NNWPN D DNNINIY SMWTN 19N
DMK 92272170 . Ty DNDN ,MIMIN DY, D’YIAND NOYD ,PENOYRD ,WIADN
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PNy Ynph y»onn 0»NN0 YD DNA D°NX1N DIPIN TWN (cues) "D°7In0”
D0INYN .(Rashkin et al., 2017; Panievsky, 2026) 0OPLN YW MPNIRN DTN NN
NP>72 PYIN2 99 ,0OPL YW IMPNIR DTN NIIWNL YP0Y DPIWY DPNND
D»N0 D’)’ONNI WIPYW MYy NNWPN DIPNR YW M2 Mty ;mTvn
D’0INYN DMKX YW DM DX DY MIVY 2197 125192 D?INDN DIPNY .NT NON
CPw 12IN) MDD DIDIDN DINNA MINTY TN WINPY DN WY D’NN0
T INPR DHW DPYHD DIPHY D) qWNNA .JPINDNN MNPYA NPNIR DONY
M2 NORYY wITNY DIpn w2, 1NN YN N30 ThNa )10 Yy a1 nhyo

.DINNRY DPRNIY NNWPN Y P2 NINANY 0221702777 DDA MINPNIN

NYPOIPINT MIINI MNIPYN DY 0?1300 7P TPON HY D012 NI VY XIW HTIND
W D”IPNN PTRONN THRND Y11 D170 Ipn1 TNR 92 .1°NONN Y710 N2°202
W D”IrN , n D , nR %5 .70N
:THNMD NP’PN2 MNPYN WOIN HY PNY ©2 DrXY MNNPYD

YW ATPONY TAM) PXPOONP NIRRT 131971711 DIPpwY o (1)
MNUP ;02900 0PN GNNWNY YOPYW 0 NNN DR Y70 MNPV
(nrnT29n MWNnd

MNPYN YW nI1ann NTRONY TAN) NPYRY ANOM MY ,NNIW NXON  (2)
MWP ;do no harm™n PIPYY 121 ,NoMwn MNH NPT NN IN°Ya
(MrI7mHon mewnh

MNPYN TRONY TNM) DPRAXYI D’NNP°A NNYPN 299 PRIV O (3)
770 Syw 'y HOw 223H mavyd Yy manm m> 1Y onY DMod
A(DrHYNYon Nwnh Nwp ;01N

YHya Yy NP Ap2Y MNYN TRONY M) PNYWNN NYMyn MNTh - (4)
(MmN Mwnd MR NoYYN DYXRID ,NI1INT MDD

*95 12 PNaNY 1IN122)1990 D1IVAIPNN THR Y2 YW ITPoN NN VI XIN PYN2
LDPRNPY0IRD DPRNIPY NNWPN

NTI01P NN A279A701 01TPW) one (1)
W PONNOPRN TPONN NX TV T IRD YN HTINT PYURIN PPI0IPN
DR Y70 1NN NNWPNN Y5 D Ty .(Aalberg & Curran, 2011) NIWPNN
RN IR ,DIW?Y DIWD PIVIP DT PR 2DPNDND DPNN Y PAR 19N NN
PYTN NI DR I1APY MINI0N NI 1Y 2IPNTY TN N Yapl PR S0P
DI1W1 7DWPM MNNOYD HHvA DY 771 NYY T 2NNWPDN YW MPNIRM
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INNY ,MYTN >INNR YW pnn mMY%P NI 1°N91500 MNNONN DY ,MNINKN
NX¥ON NANVY TPRNTPY NTROD YNPK - TPRNIPY MINNN YW MuTh Myomn
1IN .(Panievsky, 2025, 2026) NY1ym NNON ,DIPY M DPVIPIIT VIR D°ION
:DPNR PNY2 MYTN >INRY D0 MWTH >INKR P2 MNANN YY XD D°00INN
DIPY2) ,PNTY P70 NPRY 12N Y80 DNY 792 DY D°PNHNX NI DINR”

.(Guess et al.,, 2021) "DNYYW YNPN DX NN D°YON DNV D D°INIYN M

NNON P2 PN DN DY TNHNNNY 10 MNTIN PN1I500 MI2N TIWURD
D7VINPR MTY *PTIAY 1D 1N ,1N2W MNNDVYD PXPOONP NYNNT DIPY
Andersen & See, 2020; Bachmann & Valenzuela, 2023; Booth,) 0%y *an1a
722 Y7 980D NINOY ITYNIYW DPINIR IDOR  MNINKD DIV IR (2025
AYMYN PWoNY 170N MNY MPTN1 D’O°YI1D DIPHY > M M7y
D°Y0N TR NN NI P NTINND *WIipn INdvnY .(Jackson, 2017; Lee, 2019)
19INI NMWPN 0NN DR PHAY DOTYN TWUKR 0721057 DIPNN P¥YOPRD
INNND DN 199 2 PONN JOIRA KDY - HNDWD P12 Paw nnon by ,mbd - o
N1 D2V NPR NN PPPP0IN 1DIND DWIPN NTIW 20N TTR IWNRD D), NINT DY
MINNNY NNYPNL TIV’NN 12 IWPD NN IR ,PNPD0NP NPIND IN DIPY
.12 1Y MTYY 0NN NITNNY Y00 IR WX Ui ar Yy .nowa

DIPWN YW 90m 0N DX Mond PN NNYD2) 1271 MNINKD DA
IR ITIDD ND’I NNNPN NN 0NN HWnd 5 .DMUPN Y51 N0
Sw 7120701 *TNYA NDNOW DLDID 1,600 NYYNY (Staender et al., 2024)
XMW LTINI ,NDIN) NP2IVNn MPTN Wnna D201I09R NNWRD NN 25
TPMN TP 100 DIPIND 12 NTD MIPIN 002 Yy (11120 MXINY 7173012
PON L,NNDN PON PIPYW MPT YW N0 NYAIR P2 PHANY PXNNDPROT
NNAY DIPN2 IPNYP  P¥AMOPRDD IPNIINTR IPNNNOPRDN 1T
12N, ANP2 MPOWN PR 17290 PONM ANNNRD POAN IPNN IMN N70N3
IUNNA PON MPTI P IPNYP PYAMOPRDD PNNINTR P¥NMNOPRON
2YNIWN NIPNA D) A¥NN DT OX 1T

DIPY ,MTYY 1YY NNWPN °Hd YW 10N’ NYN1AY TN 93120 18D 1Iwn

PNIN AWPNN DY NP MIPN HY DOIANNY W2 ,PXPO0NP NN 15791712
™M 900 %Y M2 NHY PPN 190 14 Y)Y DY NIpNa Junna XTIV *0d
MYDMN FPXPOONPN NPNRT Y)Y DITIWNN D2IONN DY 0°IW NN NP Ryn
MO0 *NY2 WP NPNIXRNY 14 X1y P2 N°1N (2023 17070 ;82024 273R) 12
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RPOW ROX) PT2T TN, T N°0*9190 P NDID000 *IPIN $I2Ya NIIY 12D
NN TPNPN DPOIPIINRD YW AN DITA 2023 1DVPIRD YW INRY 1IPO
DPNRN 2D IR L(1°2IYN NI2ND 2P TI0) IPHN NOYY D apna) HxIwa
P YN "DPHONN NPTNTA DM PDYY - "D NN 220D PN POONPN
JPORIWN 172N DOWOHNN NI - NTY I >2W> HY OXNIN NOPNNIA D’ NYN
DX T 7PXPD0NR NPNNDA NNNAR P 14 Y1y 17°0%0 P2 110°Yn 1) D)2 D

.(2023 )P°09D) MV NTAYY ITIN D) 1D D INWNA DLW TWURD

D’NNON IR IMRY SNIPYD PI0IPN ,D2N0IPNnn DPOIRYIN X YV NNT DY
WNPY DYDY WY NMaIm M) XN - N27977MI2 MTNYY 0NN - IR
MNIMM PRNPYD OINRD DX DY HINK NPRNIIY MMM MY TR ,Mowa D)
NON NPNY NN MNXNDD XY NPNNN ,NYTAY NYTHN DINWNA NPYINPNRN
X152 0N’ QNN DXTIW NN 12N M) .(Mellado, 2020; Waisbord, 2013)
DYNNND 12107 NN MTIY? NNWPN °Hd YW 0PN DX PNAY TN XN 14
‘e LisleR)7)

MINYINY AND MIDIA ANID 1¥97 (2]
NMYUPNN %0 YW o XN MNNPY0IRD MNDPY P2 MININY IWn PI0Ipn
%W °N1ann NTRONY DNYNN 1T P07 NINPORY N0 MY ,NRIY NNOND
MNT 732 ,0PN72N NN DN NDOR ,NPMTN 1YNR Wil NNWpDn
& %Y .(Anderson, 2008) YWID) X7 D2WNYW >0 P2 N2IP NWIND NP NOMYN
15 - MNMPYN YW DINK D?NIIN D>TPONTY NPON PN Hpwn 1) Nt Pponow
TPON MY D301 DIPIN - MIN YV DY M’ D) 0PN 212IYa NN T
MNMYN YW NTPON MPWN1 P50 DY LNV >0 NAY .D°INNN NNWPN YW 1510
VIR POITIR 01D NHPXION ,IP2OPIR MNT IR "02WN DNTR” WIN 1N°Y]
:NDN X MIYTX ,NRIY DXONN NNHWPN °H3H 0IMYIN G0N *RNY HYNIPY
QWM - "TND YW MNY” HY N2 N52 ,))071TIX L(Anderson, 2021) do no harm
MR D2°I¥ DRNY 2D PID - INKPY NPTVX Y9170 NP0 0N NYI0w
.IY300 NY I PIPY Yy ANoN2 L NVWRIN DTPOND DYIYI NPITIRN DINAY NN
YVIPIY IP0OWN NYNIN D22INN MNY MPTNI NNWPN Y AR >PINN VN2
NYPLOWN NPYPID H*YONY 1NN ,NNIAP IR DTX T NNON IN DY ,NRIY ¥*ONHN
VN PUY NOR PN HWnd HXIW A DR DWIYD NNMWRN Y9 PRIY 20D
20 DIPN NT RN NPT HWA DTR MTAD” PR 2D INWN P2 YR ,19657175WN
MOR” 9912 ,1977-7"5wN ,PYUnyn 7N IMPa00 IR PR NP0 PN )90
12 7PN DX L,RD N MIYTIZ X207 DIDIDN DX NN DNXY ,"MIYIIY NNon D019
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NEYIN NNDYND TWIRY NIV DY TPINPNN NR°NRD PIPN2 D) /KD IN DR
12 WY 12T DRIIPY 101D KY” MWNON 1N2) ,(2020) DMYUPNM MNYN
JIvnd Ty IN Nnon

MYNNA PPy IPY2 21590 LIOR NN NNON *ON¥Y NMYUPNL Wi’y
TPNNIN MAYONN NNWYY WP win YW DIpNnn DRINY 0D .07NND DI0wn)
,N991712) 717IWN D2IYN NNPNYN 19 NINYM NRIY NXONY TN T WA 1073
nXI 99112 NNOM 1YY NXONY YWY ,”Myan 928 Yw *woIini 710" 19
’9H5 AINIYW NXONY NNWPN °5D DY) YW MIYWNN - 9071 NIV NTINIA DYN
DIpnn WA (Bromley, 2011) N0 NrnY MNYY 112N Mnw Myap
MYTN >N ,DNMY *7NY JWURD ,D°0912 DTPN MW AYRN DNV’ NN
INONI MIT) IR NYMYN DY N¥DNI 1IDNNWIY MNOPIP 17X 19°0KR)
DVPIIRD TP MRITIYD) 7NN 710732 LOWN *NA T IVIYN 10OV MPHRD
TN NINN ,INR NIPNA .NNNYA Yo XA NN TITY2 DMONNWN 1)
vavn 1m0 nx nwww (Radio Television of Serbia) RTS n’a7on
PRI WTINA 100D ,9070 MW NYTN I0WN >*TRNN ND>TIV YN Nx¥ono
YW T1202) N°70MN NIV, MYUXIT WD PNTYWY 75 Yy nnw mHxXinn 2011
DY PRIIVY ,PTIOIRD MIYON 712N 000N DPYRIVPYOYKR 1’270 *NIR
Tanjug,) "D*)5W DY MPYTN 12 ,7°270 PN °NY DLW N NN’ NW)
.(2011

MYPWN PR MPYRY DNDM NIYT) ,NRIYW NXON YW DTTM N7°T DYIR
MPR NUPHORY INOM MY ,NRIY Y YW IPPINN 171NN ,IPYRI MWD
NNIVN P30 PiNNRN ,SwnY 17N .0rTRY NYTIN MNWN ROXR ,NPYDIVIN
DTN NTAYM IRIWVA YW 7PH0DNN NIRY NW IR INIY PPWH NTNYn 19
PYWOI INIW MW TR NR°PN0, 7391 111D ,mAINK My .(Glaun, 2021) ny702
N0O’NY N DPOINDT D2IVIND RIR NPNYWOIRD IWINI NTPRNN NPR IRIY
NOYPNR MY TN PYNa .(Vergani et al., 2024) 7721910 IX MIYIY 1D ,71Pmpni
122N, INIY NPWH PIN2 MAPHN MITINZ VD2 DIPN YaPn DTN MP’NPY OoN’N
WY ona wITM NMMynwnn (Vergani et al., 2024) 21570 XW 11 PR YRIW2
92 PON NRNPA,NINTY .NDWT NOWN NYTNY NYTIN D°INWN NNOM INIY
IR NPTN DNN0N DPNTRY 223 MXIAPY MW HY 001N NWIL IXIWD PWn
INIW W ATPTYW RN 270 Mynwn .(Ryu & Lee, 2025) mn»on nvnT m»npy
MIYOR PRI ,DPMPND MIAIND NN DNYNN DIPIN D°NMND PINI
.D»YDI DR DIV INIY WAPY
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D70NNN D°27 ,PRTH M PIVDIRD NPNRWLIND NIPIN NIAMOY °0 NIV
NN’ Yy Dooan , TN Y NP 1o Yy Nnwnn 2 ooh1oon Prvn Hw
MDD NWITI DMR MNTY 7OV ,D°YNNWn XYN ,D°WNon XY DON - "D0°2%d
MPHYRY NNoM NNIYW PPw .(Wodak, 2015) n°1pnn MaInNm IWpnn oy NP> nyn
D30 .PNIpNnn PM0D’N1 MIAIN MMIY I ROR MNP MNWNR DIPX
X2 DN DY MMYTRN MYTH Y915 ,5wnh nrnw uirn MTON DX 1onY
MR JNIRY DT INIW NXOM NNONY WYY AWK - DN IONYYW MNINM 7°INX
DX 72 .0”NWOY 0°10N2 MNN JMKD IMMON»NM D’ MY WP i - DY
Baider,) 1x7°X2 D’)OX D NNN T IMNA D1Y01MN ,MINR DI M¥IAP *237
0% 95,995 .(2023; Lindgren et al., 2024; Parvaresh, 2023; Wodak, 2015
DPPNYN M’ PIN PNOWI PP PHN 1DIND NNHWPNI IRIY NPYW 019 NmY
- N2 DNNONNN DWIPWM 1OWH L IPRPHRn MAIND ,PMoo’NN ,D25N0 Dy
.DYNNUNM 073N

INOM NMIYTY ,NRIY NPW NIPRY MNINKD DIV 1DIWIY MY Pwhy
MPNIN NN NN’WNI I1TA D 172NN IPMORYN 112 200121 DY NIyl
101 12W PN YwnY (Albladi et al., 2025; Fasching & Lelkes, 2025) mo01)
oW Y TN TR Y33 1Y) 21N 17N MNTY NI0N DOV PPN NHYNY
DT DVOWN ,IMYI INIY NPYW D°YOoNd DN 0°own Nt (LLMs) D°)7an
5y, mMINK 0°2°N2 .0>INK ChatGPT ,717) My¥nRa 102 TWRI 1YW MY 101
D211 °00 M”12 D917 NOW YN YW M’ wInn Dirm>? 1YW mipnn
NI PPW T DY WY DN2 MYYY MIYOR PR 1T 1YW ,mMPNa DPIN
JWNR MP’D IR MWD KID

NTIWgn 131 NI om (3)
oMY YN DPRNMY0IND DPRNNPY NNWPN 29D P PRINY WwHw 117I0)»
JRY AP PINRD MUY .D2RAYY) D2NNP2 NNWRD 9 RNY 209D
DY woinY MPNY 2T IRNIMY MINA Wiy D wiy 0’37 NNWpn Yo
POV DY NMP’2 ’RO2NN NNYWPN YD) DRNVY NTNY DI’ XYY MNP
NMYUPN 291N NDITR NN DN .(Panievsky, 2025) INTNRD NMINNDNY IR
"TPHI2°070IRN MNPYN’N PENI NP ANND " 1PH72°57°KN N1D0NN PHND NN
NTY T DYPWNR 19X NMWPN Y (George, 2023; Stétka & Mihelj, 2024)
,ANON R D°TPY2 NWOON >TI7 NYann ,N9IN NP3 0227 NYININK DPIRWN
DI PRIIPY T DX RYN NN ININD DIPXNI IR DY DI TN P RD
D°ANWNY D’PPTI DN MPTNNN PYNA JPRNNPYN DNORIN NR D’Y¥INN NNWPN
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- YR DMWPN OYI MAINR MPTNI .MIPY I IR DTY TN MNT1 DPNDY
DNNN > DIMN - DINR NPONY T NNWPN °H LIIOVYKR NN IP°YI
IR MYV 1202 POIWIPK 1T PPI0IP IR D700 DIPOY IX DY PWN D700
DNTPN DAY 12N 77 ROR, NNWPNN Y2 YW 0?0917 IR D?INDNN D’OIVYNI
MIIWN,D°NN0N PRNPY 209D NYNDND MO*ONM PMIARD NYIYI DMONNWNI
Ladd & Podkul, 2020; Panievsky et al., 2025;) 5910 2wmd "nnwpnn” mwTn

.(Van Dalen, 2021; Yamamoto et al., 2022

TNYNA,P0>0N NYORD P¥NARNDT YPWIN PINRD NWYI XYW IPNRN N30
TONT MO XN LDIPR PHY 920D NIWUPNN DR PPnY pLDDIDN PR
PINT2 DD HY DIPNNI M YOI TN NITIIN HITINI PRI ,0NXRI0
Adams, 2020; Boczkowski &) wTnn NN 2¥y2) DIPMXIRI NNWPNN DX
Papacharissi, 2018; Carlson et al., 2022; Harrison & Pukallus, 2021; Lacatus
nya N1 .(& Meibauer, 2023; Panievsky, 2021; Rogenhofer & Panievsky, 2020
101 MR GNNWNT 002101910 NNWPNN *¥INNY NY20N 29 NMWN 1NN
DONON DPYN - T NON NHWPN °Hd MR 2NY ar IryH  mnnyn T
PR DPYM PVIZNY 1N D719) DPYN LLDIDIDN PN NMIYONY MPYY’
WD ,Swnh 1N .5 apna MYTn 190102 INNY - POIPYW RY PHN DN Y
Bhat) Oplndia > P20 P°0 INR2 NNMWPNN YY NopnnY 1% nmwn DN
YN DMWPN 9,32 1RTY >ND31 0N 1NN ANOW *95 (& Chadha, 2020, 2022
.(George, 2023) 12712 NN NIPNN 2D NMVWNY DRI

JTIWNN ANnon 7T (4)
UM IV NN M "ADINYN” awmbv 0Iwn JIRY WY MITnn
YN 1’2 1M ,NDI0 NXRIPY YT ,2070 INNDN TPNNNIT 1’730 M¥IND NID M
Sotirovic,) "1 P>9” WX "PYNNOPRD>T” NIMON NNN D PYY ,wTnn 171yY
MNY P2 NMINAN POIPNPI DI , NI 1DIRD NI KD DOWN ,DYIN (2019
DR 220Y MIroe) ,NnwynY 2Ipnnn NTYIa X2 ORNYN 1TV XY ,nYmnynd
NNVUPNN PN PON IR I10OM) DIPIVIP PN °D DY MNNPYN Wspn
YNNRY DWTN DIPNY RNV NTYWY YINN PINT? Mo’ - MYy nNay”s
Carlson,) D»VIXPN DPRIIPY YW MONOM TNYNI NN IIWH NI0NI ,NIIWNN DX
MY’ NNYY NWPN1 DX (2016, 2018; Lewis, 2012; Nygaard, 2020; Revers, 2014
SORNIPY) "MNTY”Y 009200 DV D20 NYIAPY PRN0N MTINN
.DINX DN DIPHY IR NOYWN T2 Mnryn NHNY °Hd wnww wwnn
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PTNY PW’ IPRIDPY MINL 2201900 Win’win ,0°YNIan DIPI0IR XYY DHIR
0010 NPNYNA RNV NNPAN IR PYNNY DI NYNY D70°K10 DIPHY

YN IR RPN ,M%oN YW 1YNYN N¥oNY wnwn NMYpn °Y5 JWURD
MNMY YV N2 WNN TPONY NPY NPN02 TMY J12TN NWYD b
YN PYNd ,HVLWN DYKRI ,NIIN MO °HYa HY NP> :DP0IPINT NI2N3
MNanY Y yn IRY Y71 )0 Yy (Bennett & Serrin, 2005) 0’0192 D°ITRN
1YMYN YV NNPa XY SNVL'Y TINTHY D°ON”NN NIXR ,MNNY0IRD MNDPY P2
nNYIPN” XN DT PP PIYNI X°2ND WY 01 P0INYT AN 0710 P NYWNN
12w DON’ 01072 NoN»NN VMO NYapn L(political parallelism) "nV>*910
nro>%19 MR YW DN T MO’ONN DX NPNVWA DTNTHN NMWPN Y
A°ya oy oo nYapn Yy opnn aya (Albuquerque, 2018) Mnon
POW 200 ,MIYon YW NPY MYyaa PRN¥NIW NMWRN °H) NNHWPN MOIvna
NYTNN NNPN INROY DPIVYRIN DNUYI HRIWIA Hund mrTnnn pona Yapn
.(Hallin et al., 2025; Hallin & Mancini, 2004; Meyers, 2005; van Kempen, 2007)
URI MO DR YW DPINYD) DX 1TYN DN MNINRD DIWA N
MY XYY DY V219 NONN NNWPN NY’Y JTNR NOPA RYPD 7NN NHWNN
.(Bajomi-Lazar, 2013; Griffen, 2020) N7 v n°nvon

X1 NN ¥ NORW 10 NNINRY YYD DAIPIN 190N 17120 MNINA
N2°221090 NA2910N YW NDINYN MITT R P RINPY NNMWPN YD Fox News 09200
,MN NooNn Mo .(Bauer et al,, 2022; Nadler & Bauer, 2019) MAGA ny1n X
PTINND NNWPN Y3 HW 110N P2 WD MIYON IR PRPPO’YID HYW DI0NN °OT P2
0?0291 DIPHWN INDNY 07100 DI0NN M), PWURI (D°25W 1w M)
1N2Y NIVN2,NNYPNN °HI2 ¥DINY 12NN MY, NI 5NDIPN NN DINTIN
PN ,DPARWN IR AT MY KDY ;5200 770 12100101 .02 DNRNNN DTN DX
DPRP’O219M NNWPN °YD YW MNNINND "MP’nw”’n NX D) MY MY DIpn
NYRY NI, MYTNN DNTIND 710 XD XYW DPR ,Ywnb) °NIwn DN DMRY
NPT (NN XN DNAY MYONN N PRP*Y)19N YW D010 DX DRIN
PNNWPN NP IPW MYND DT NTTRY 201 PPI0IP PwYn NMMWYY Moo
SW MIN’Ia AT NN NPYP>TYRY MNXINT X°20Y N0 2010 PND 1 w) »apna
Unna X 14 Xy
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JNMPDDIN 71 737 NNATTI 14 P10 N30 790

,(Panievsky, 2026) MNPy~ 0IR NP0 NPTY NINPOW HTINN DR DTN 0T
N0INY NNWPN 2252 NIV NNNT XN 14 Y17 .14 Y)Y YW NIPNR1 wNNwnY 1Ina
NYWNNN WRIY VIR NN WRWN MNDPYN WOIN 020 WOIN M NN
MPNRM NIPPD 0NN NN YN )N202 MINK MPI1 NYYL7D MINT
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- MNMPYN DY DX 022NN ,N°0IPINT NPNY NONIWWYW NIaN YO NXININ YTNIN
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AYMYM IR, DIPYW NXONY  TPRIY MIN1 wnnwnb  D20Mom
NNOY 11012 ,NT XINI 11D PURI TYX NIy Nt XA .(Panievsky, 2025, 2026)
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,DPRNTPYV0IN NNWPN 29D MY D0 IYAIN MO YUK DN

JORIWN 14 Y17y HY NIPNRD MYNARA AT HTIN YW Inywviny nnaTn ,niwv

DR IPIA% YT NTYNY - MNPY Pa 7NN D2»I0Ipn NINNa INND
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Not Only What Journalism Is, but Why the Law
Protects It

Elad Man

Abstract

This essay examines the legal and regulatory implications of the concept of
"anti-journalism," distinguishing between the broad freedom of expression
afforded to all speakers and media organizations and the special privileges and
public resources associated with journalistic status. It proposes a graduated
and even-handed regulatory approach based on transparency, accountability,
correction mechanisms, and a clear distinction between reporting, commentary,
and sponsored or interested content, while cautioning against government

control over journalistic content and viewpoints.
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Between Refutable Lies and Refutable Research

Asher Cohen

Abstract

This essay critically examines the proposed model for identifying "anti-
journalism," focusing on the methodological difficulties involved in
distinguishing empirically refutable factual claims from contested political
interpretations. By reassessing examples from the study of Channel 14,
it argues that some of the alleged refutations rely on evidence that is
chronologically or contextually inappropriate, while nevertheless recognizing
the value of developing a model that evaluates media performance against
empirical reality and calling for greater methodological rigor.
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‘Anti-Journalism’ as Part of a Pincer Movement
Against the Media, with Public Broadcasting as a
Counterbalance

Oranit Klein-Shagrir

Abstract

This essay situates "anti-journalism" within a broader process of weakening
professional media, combining the cultivation of politically aligned media
outlets with attacks on and delegitimization of independent journalism.
Against this backdrop, it emphasizes the importance of independent public
service media as a counterbalance committed to pluralism, accountability,
diversity, and fact-based public discourse.
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On the Flaws of the New Model for Studying
"Anti-Journalism”

Nissim Katz

Abstract

This essay challenges the blanket characterization of Channel 14 as "anti-
journalism," arguing that the proposed model blurs the distinction between
news reporting, commentary, satire, and opinion programming and relies in
part on criteria open to subjective interpretation. It contends that political or
ideological identification does not negate journalistic legitimacy and warns
that labeling Channel 14 as "anti-journalism" may amount to boundary work
that excludes national, conservative, and religious journalism from the sphere
of legitimate media discourse.
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Russian-Language Media in Israel: Gharacteristics,
Gonsumption, and Impact

Alina Bradach-Yalov

The article examines Israeli Russian-language media and the way it is
perceived among repatriates from the former Soviet Union in Israel. The
study addresses three central questions: to what extent these repatriates are
familiar with Israeli Russian-language media outlets; what levels of trust and
hostility they attribute to them; and where they position them on the political-
ideological spectrum.

The article situates the discussion within a body of literature on right-wing
media as ideological and alternative media, trust and hostility toward media
outlets, media repertoires, ethnic media, and ideological ambiguity. The study
is based on three consecutive surveys conducted among repatriates from
the former Soviet Union, through which it examines patterns of familiarity
and consumption, political-ideological perceptions, and levels of trust and

hostility toward Isracli Russian-language media outlets.

Key words
Media hostility, Media repertoires, Russian-language media in Israel, Right-
wing Russian-language media, Trust in media, Ethnic media, Ideological

ambiguity
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P2 D2TIND DNAPH MNNOND PIAY WP MTPHRND PN ,DINPWI DN P
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The Medium Is the Guardian: Journalism,
Gensorship, and the Boundaries of the Haredi
Community

Efi Friedman

Abstract

This essay examines the role of the Haredi press in Israel in shaping and
maintaining communal boundaries, focusing on the relationship between
the development of Haredi daily newspapers and mechanisms of censorship,
representation, and identity. Drawing on the author’s previous research,
including textual analysis, interviews, and comparisons of publication
practices, the essay presents the Haredi newspaper not merely as a source of
information but as a communal institution that mediates, filters, and interprets
reality in accordance with the values of its readership and the guidance of its
religious leadership. The development of daily newspapers serving different
sub-communities within Haredi society demonstrates that censorship functions
not only as protection from external influences but also as a mechanism for
defining internal distinctions and boundaries of belonging. The essay argues
that even in an era of information abundance and online media, the newspaper
continues to play a significant role in shaping communal identity, authority,

and cohesion.
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Between differentiation and assimilation: The lron
Swords war as reflected among Ultra-Orthodox
opinion leaders on X social network

Roei Lachmanovich

Abstract

For this essay, I conducted a preliminary exploratory analysis of posts on X
authored by Haredi opinion leaders during the initial weeks following the
outbreak of the Iron Swords war. The posts underwent thematic analysis to
examine the tension between differentiation and integration ,while taking into

account the various sub-sectors within Haredi society.
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Abstract

The article advances a novel conceptual framework for analyzing the
complex relationship between democratic backsliding and the media.
Democratic backsliding is understood as a gradual, multilayered
institutional and political process through which government seek to
accumulate power by systematically capturing state institutions and
reshaping the public sphere. Building on this body of literature, which
has largely focused on constitutional institutions, the article develops
a typological model demonstrating how processes of democratic
backsliding manifest themselves in attempts to influence, constrain, and
ultimately control the media across its various components.

* Dr. Nadiv Mordechay, Faculty of Law, The College of Law and Business, Ramat Gan
(m.nadiv@gmail.com).
Sagiv Barhum, Mishael Cheshin Center for Advanced Legal Studies, The Hebrew
University of Jerusalem (barhumsagiv@gmail.com).
This research was conducted with the generous support of the Rubinstein Center for
Constitutional Challenges at Reichman University and the Minerva Center for the
Rule of Law under Extreme Conditions at the University of Haifa.
We would like to thank Dr. Tehilla Shwartz Altshuler for her excellent comments
on an earlier version of the article, and Yanai Ramot for his excellent assistance
in conducting the research. We also thank the editors of the special issue, Prof.
Doron Shultziner and Dr. Ines Gabel, as well as the anonymous reviewers, for their
comments, which contributed greatly to improving the article. Responsibility for the
content rests solely with us.

2028 26 177 I



The proposed typology—conceptualized as a “playbook”™ of measures
that recalibrate the balance of power between the government and
the media—conceives of the media as a decentralized, multi-actor
institutional arena, distinct from centralized constitutional bodies and
therefore requiring a holistic analytical approach. The article delineates
multiple dimensions and mechanisms of democratic backsliding in the
media, including: the socio-political background conditions of populism;
the erosion of public broadcasting; the politicization of appointments
to public office; regulatory capture and structural transformation of
the media market; concentration and strategic allocation of economic
resources within the commercial media sector; the circumvention of
legacy media through social media platforms; and the cultivation of
hostility toward journalists which, in turn, encourages self-censorship.
Operating simultaneously and interactively, these processes restructure
the media environment in ways that serve governing interests and generate
feedback loops that further entrench democratic backsliding.

Drawing on scholarly literature in the fields of media studies, democracy
studies, and public law, the article seeks to make a dual theoretical
contribution. First, it develops a multidimensional typology of democratic
backsliding in the media that systematically and comprehensively maps
the various channels through which governments may undermine media
independence—an account informed by theory and by the experience of
relevant countries, and one that can facilitate comparative media research
aimed at identifying cross-national patterns. Second, the article employs
the proposed typological model to demonstrate that it is highly relevant
to contemporary Israel and, moreover, that processes of democratic
backsliding can also be discerned in the recent past. In so doing, it adds

Israel to the cases examined in the literature in this context.

Introduction

This article characterizes arange of phenomena concerning the relationship
between democratic backsliding and the media. The identification of the
various dimensions through which the relationship between media and

Media and Democratic Backsliding: A Multidimensional Conceptual Analysis Nadiv Mordechay and Sagiv Barhum 'a

2028 26 177 I



democracy may be analyzed is grounded in the paradigm of democratic
backsliding (Bermeo, 2016). Democratic backsliding refers to the erosion
of democratic values and institutions pursued by those in power, thereby

transforming the democratic model within a given state.

Democratic backsliding is evident across numerous countries as part
of the broader “global democratic recession” (Liihrmann & Lindberg,
2019), with research indicating that its severity varies across democracies
(Wolkenstein, 2022). Until recently, scholarship on democratic backsliding
focused primarily on mapping and assessing how governments seek to
capture constitutional institutions, with particular emphasis on processes
of executive aggrandizement at the expense of checks and balances,
constitutional change, judicial capture, and the contraction of the liberal
sphere (Huq & Ginsburg, 2018; Scheppele, 2018; Haggard & Kaufman,
2021).

Today, democratic backsliding is understood as a wider process
that extends beyond the constitutional domain and encompasses the
transformation of additional social institutions in undemocratic directions,
including, for example, culture, civil service and academia. More recently,
scholarship has begun to examine the relationship between democratic
backsliding and the media. This emerging body of research seeks to map
the various channels through which governments may undermine the
media landscape as part of anti-democratic ambitions and broader efforts
to accumulate and consolidate power at the expense of state institutions,
private actors, and the public sphere.

Against this backdrop, this article pursues a dual objective. First, it
seeks to construct a typology of democratic backsliding in the media
by identifying characteristic measures undertaken by governments
seeking to erode media independence across multiple dimensions, which,
cumulatively, amount to democratic backsliding in the media sphere. The
article maps a series of relational dimensions between government and
media, demonstrating how governments attempt to alter the balance of
power between them. These processes have not yet been comprehensively
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conceptualized. The proposed typology thus expands the existing body of
research and offers a structured account of democratic backsliding as it
pertains to the media.

Second, the article situates the Israeli case along the continuum of
democratic backsliding in the media. Following the presentation of
each component of the proposed typology, brief references are made to
Israeli contexts that indicate governmental aspirations to curtail media
independence and, at times, to take control of it.

Analyzing the relationship between media and democratic backsliding
yields two principal contributions. The first lies in enhancing scholars’
ability to identify the multiple dimensions through which this process may
unfold and to construct a comprehensive analytical picture that captures
its severity. We argue that only a holistic perspective on the relationship
between media and government enables such an analysis, rather than
an inspection of individual governmental initiatives in isolation. For
example, reforms in public broadcasting—often placed at the center of
contemporary discourse, particularly in Israel—should not be assessed
in isolation from broader transformations. Rather, they must be evaluated
cumulatively, including in relation to developments in the commercial
media sector and the press market.

The second contribution concerns the Israeli case itself. It appears that,
even in Israel, clear anti-democratic indicators typically associated with
backsliding democracies can readily be identified. The article therefore
offers a conceptual framework that will enable future reassessment of
Israel’s position along the continuum of democratic backsliding.

A. Democratic Backsliding: Preliminary Socio-Political Processes

The presence and intensity of democratic backsliding across different
states are difficult to measure (Little & Meng, 2024; Knutsen, 2024).
On the one hand, one may point to “former democracies,” in which this
process has already eroded democratic resilience, such as Turkey and
Hungary (see Bajomi-Lazar & Stepinska, 2019; Benedek, 2024; Polyak,
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2019), as well as additional countries in Central and Eastern Europe
(CEE). On the other hand, in other states, the process is non-linear, and
episodes of democratic erosion coexist with governmental turnover and
the reaffirmation of the rule of law (e.g., Poland and Brazil).

Nevertheless, at the institutional level, democratic backsliding is
characterized by patterns of governance aimed at increasing control over
the institutions and sectors of liberal democracy. The media constitutes
one such institution.

A typical process of democratic backsliding is marked by the prolonged
rule of one side of the political spectrum, which succeeds in maintaining
its dominance over time while adopting populist approaches to shaping
the governmental and public spheres. Such a regime will seek to influence
the political and public domains in its favor, with the aim of preserving
its tenure and rendering the ideologies and values it promotes hegemonic.
Unlike a coup or overt regime change, democratic backsliding is an
internal, gradual, and politico-institutional process in which power is
accumulated through the systematic capture of both formal and informal
state institutions.

This process begins with the growing political and cultural influence
of one side of the political spectrum. It then encompasses both attempts
to capture the state’s formal constitutional framework and successful
efforts to do so, as well as the gradual institutional aggrandizement of the
executive through informal constitutional means, involving measures that
enhance its power at the expense of independent authorities, institutions
that provide checks and balances, or other liberal spheres (Luo &
Przeworski, 2023).

These developments constitute preliminary background conditions for
the expansion of democratic backsliding into the media sphere. As noted,
the prolonged rule of a single political bloc, coupled with socio-political
conditions that enable such continuity, leads first to constitutional
transformation centered on the empowerment of the executive at the
expense of institutions that provide checks and balances. Subsequently,
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the government will seek to capture additional state institutions, such as
the civil service. Concurrently, and at various stages of the backsliding
process (sometimes at its outset and sometimes at its height), the
government will turn its attention to the media—either to consolidate
prior processes of control and influence or to directly dominate it.

B. A Complex Characterization of Democratic Backsliding in the
Media: The ‘Playbook’

The following sections present a series of defining characteristics—the
“typological playbook”—of democratic backsliding in the media. These
characteristics reflect non-democratic processes unfolding within the
media market, with varying intensities and sequences of development,
throughout the course of democratic backsliding. Their articulation
provides a conceptual foundation for a systematic inquiry into whether
democratic backsliding as manifested in the media is taking place in
Israel, or in any other state examined through the lens of the proposed

typology.

For example, although recent legislative proposals in Israel have placed
public broadcasting at the center of public discourse as a focal point of
media capture—both in Israel and elsewhere (Neff & Pickard, 2024)—we
contend that attention must also be directed toward additional channels
(Stétka & Mihelj, 2023), including ownership structures within the media
market, the politicization of appointments to regulatory bodies, and
journalists’ self-censorship.

We argue that a process of institutional democratic backsliding will also
entail governmental aspirations to influence or capture additional social
institutions that shape the public sphere. The government will identify
targets such as the civil service, academia, institutions of culture and
art, as well as economic and commercial bodies, and seek to advance its
ideology and interests through them. As part of this broader trajectory,
the media—namely, commercial media, the digital sphere, and public
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broadcasting—will become a central target of governmental influence
and potential capture (Celik et al., 2024).

Furthermore, we contend that democratic backsliding in the media may
be more complex and multidimensional than in other institutional contexts.
This is not a straightforward institutional scenario in which an “empowered
executive” confronts “the media” as a unified entity. Nor is it analogous
to a single constitutional court, where once loyalists are installed, control
over constitutional interpretation becomes nearly absolute. In contrast to
the senior constitutional institutions that an ascendant government seeks
to capture, the media field is characterized by a far more decentralized
configuration of forces, actors, and organizations—both on the side
of the executive and among the various media entities. Accordingly,
democratic backsliding in the media must be examined through a holistic,
multi-layered institutional perspective.

From the governmental side, the arenas of intervention in the media are
numerous and include the Minister of Communications, the head of the
executive branch himself (and his patronage), government ministries, the
legislature, and captured regulators. From the media side, the environment
is equally decentralized, comprising multiple actors with diverse interests,
some of which may align with governmental capture strategies.

Recent scholarship has begun to identify the mechanisms through which
governments attempt to shape the media (McDevitt, 2022; Over, 2021).
Research on this phenomenon in the Israeli context is also emerging, with
growing recognition of the connection between democratic backsliding
in general and its manifestations in the media in particular. However, this
field of research remains in its early stages (Ben-David et al., 2025).

In the present article, we characterize and analyze several typical
channels through which this process unfolds, drawing on the evolving
literature in the field (Culloty & Suiter, 2021). To facilitate a more
comprehensive understanding, and building upon the typology proposed
by Dragomir (2019), we introduce a conceptual framework and typology
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of the phenomenon, presented in Table A, whose features will be

elaborated upon in the sections that follow.

Table A: Media and Democratic Backsliding - Tupology

A constitutional—institutional process of political power consolidation

Increasing

Governmental
Intervention in
Media Markets

A Sociopolitical
Feedback Loop

within the executive branch.

A focus on the media market alongside the capture

of “governance markets” (the constitution and gatekeeping institutions).

A sociopolitical process of exclusionary populism and the delegitimization

of legacy media.
Capture of

Commercial Media

Centralization

Tightening of
government-
media relations

Initiating control
through loyalists

Control through

complete alignment
with the government

Regulatory
Capture

Favorable
regulation
of preferred
platforms

Politicization
through
appointments

Capture of
oversight
bodies

Establishment
of parallel or
alternative
institutions

Capture

of Public
Broadcasting
Calls for
“diversity”

Delegitimization

Threats of
budgetary
changes

Nationalization
or establishment
of an alternative
institution

Normalization of extremism on mainstream platforms.

Political bypassing of legacy media through social media.

Steering
Public
Funding
Linking public
funding to
restrictions

on freedom of
expression.

Selective
allocation of
advertising
resources

Active
preference for
advertising
on favorable
platforms.

Boycott of
platforms
opposed to the
government

Negative attitudes toward journalists and a culture of self-censorship.

Exploitation of the new institutional—political media order to reconstruct the

national narrative, with an emphasis on security, nationalism, and tradition.
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The various dimensions set out in the table constitute the “typological
playbook” of democratic backsliding in the media, drawing on the
experience of different democracies. Democratic backsliding in the media
unfolds within broader socio-political deep-structural dynamics. It is
characterized by increasing governmental intervention in key areas of the
media system: commercial media, media regulation, public broadcasting,
and the allocation of public funding. Within each of these domains, one
can identify processes of progressively intensified state involvement,
culminating, in the most severe cases, in sectoral capture.

Atthe same time, democratic backsliding in the media is characterized by
several additional processes, foremost among them the political bypassing
of legacy media through social media; the normalization of extremism
on mainstream media platforms; and the emergence of negative, and at
times openly hostile, attitudes toward journalists and media outlets. As
these processes develop across the various domains outlined in the table,
they ultimately contribute to a reorganization of the media system and of
journalistic practice in ways that increasingly serve the interests of the
governing authority. This process is accompanied by a feedback loop that,
in turn, enables democratic erosion to deepen across additional arenas.

The following sections examine these processes in detail.

B.1 Exclusionary Populism and the Delegitimization of Legacy
Media

Media-related democratic backsliding often emerges in the wake of the
establishment of populist politics (Manucci, 2017). Populism constitutes
a socio-political background condition within which various institutional
processes unfold, including the emergence of governmental efforts to
capture the media and channel it toward the preservation of its rule. As
part of a broader populist ideology, a process of media delegitimization
takes place, reflecting the broader relationship between populist politics
and both formal and informal state institutions. The government
portrays major media outlets as elitist, politically biased, saturated with
class-based and hegemonic interests, and acting against the will of the
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public. Governmental rhetoric thus constructs a distinction between “the
people” and “media elites.”

Such polarizing populist rhetoric toward the media is difficult to address
through existing policy tools, even as it fosters the unfair treatment of
the media and contributes to its portrayal as an institution undeserving
of independence. In this vein, the populist narrative broadly portrays
“the media” as an institution aligned with other social elites, one that
undermines the government’s mandate and harms the “morale” of “the
people.” The long-term objective of this effort is to erode public trust in
legacy media and weaken its independence. The populist narrative thus
provides a foundation for governmental control over media platforms,
legitimizing the capture of existing outlets or the establishment of media
platforms aligned with governmental interests. Populism can therefore
be understood both as a broad socio-political phenomenon underlying
media-related democratic backsliding and as fertile ground for its further
expansion.

To properly understand populism, it is important to note that it is a
supra-political and ideologically neutral phenomenon in terms of its
substantive content. Populism may assume a right-wing ideological
orientation, but it may also be aligned with clearly left-wing economic
or social ideologies. In Israel, political developments over the past two
decades have contributed to the rise of an ethno-nationalist-security
populism promoted and amplified by the political right. Populism is
only one component shaping the ways in which the government seeks
to structure the state; a right-wing government may employ populism
to reduce public trust in social and state institutions and to delegitimize
them.

It should be noted that the question of trust in the media is complex even
independently of the current democratic crisis. Political polarization and
existing social structures affect levels of public trust in the media. One
could argue that trust in the media was initially low, thereby necessitating

policy responses and direct governmental involvement in the media.
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Alternatively, it is possible that the populist attack on the media is itself a
cause of declining trust. Our argument is that the populist leader and his
political rhetoric promote strong public claims of distrust toward legacy
media, allegedly portraying it as betraying the interests of “the people,”
and that these claims are then used by the government as a pretext for
attempts to capture media institutions, while simultaneously further
intensifying their delegitimization.

In Israel, one can identify a long-term process that began years before
the 2023 regime shift, whereby the media was portrayed as a left-wing elite
saturated with class-based and hegemonic interests (similar to the judicial
system) and as engaged in a struggle against the elected representatives
of “the people” (Rogenhofer & Panievsky, 2020).

B.2 Erosion of Public Broadcasting

The most immediate and accessible tool enabled by the populist narrative
against the media is the erosion of the legitimacy of public broadcasting,
extending to explicit calls for its abolition and initiatives aimed at
achieving this goal (Holtz-Bacha, 2021). Alternatively, populist leaders
may seek to bring public broadcasting under their control, a pattern
characteristic of democracies in more advanced stages of democratic
backsliding. Examples include democracies in Central and Eastern
Europe (CEE countries; see Appendix A), where governments have
sought to capture public broadcasting in the early stages of governmental
entrenchment. However, even in more robust democracies where publicly
funded public broadcasting exists—such as the United Kingdom, Sweden
(Hien & Norman, 2023), Denmark, Switzerland, and the United States—
ongoing struggles persist over its continued existence and independence
(Potoniska & Beckett, 2019). Within this context, several governmental
strategies for controlling or undermining public broadcasting institutions
can be identified:
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B.2.1 Disregard and Delegitimization

Even in countries where the threat to democracy is not perceived as severe,
populist leadership may disregard the necessity (or even the legitimacy
of its existence) of public broadcasting, express doubts about its utility
and the justification for its funding, and use state power to constrain
its operations. Such measures are typically presented publicly as being
motivated by social considerations. Populist leaders amplify narratives
alleging a lack of balance and diversity in the media generally, and in
public broadcasting in particular, which is expected to represent “the
people” who finance it rather than merely elite interests.

In most cases, the motivation for delegitimizing public broadcasting is
political and stems from governmental dissatisfaction with its editorial
coverage. Public broadcasting is particularly vulnerable to delegitimization
efforts because it is state-funded. For example, former British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson engaged in an open political confrontation with
the BBC, the UK’s public broadcaster. This conflict influenced the
attitudes of Johnson’s supporters, both moderate and hard-right, toward
the institution. Johnson’s rhetoric included amplifying public debates
over alleged bias in political coverage, which contributed to broader
questioning of the corporation’s necessity and of the justification for its
license-fee-based funding model. Accordingly, Johnson often adopted an
“empty chair” policy, refusing to be interviewed by the BBC.

B.2.2 Budget Cuts

A further stage in the erosion of public broadcasting involves the use
of budgetary instruments to curtail the scope of its activities. In several
Western European countries, funding models continue to rely on license
fees, and in recent years, some governments have pursued policies aimed
atreducing or abolishing such fees. In countries where public broadcasting
is funded through the state budget, proposals have likewise emerged to
increase governmental control over public broadcasters’ budgets or to
reduce their allocations, thereby facilitating direct political intervention
in their operations.
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For example, in Denmark—a country not characterized by advanced
democratic backsliding—a proposal was adopted to reduce the public
broadcaster’s budget by 20%, resulting in a reduction in both the scope
of its operations and its workforce. In Israel, current efforts by the
Minister of Communications seek to weaken the financial stability of the
Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation, raising concerns about reduced
independence and a diminished capacity for content production.

Legislative bills on the issue also tend toward greater government
involvement. In 2023, a bill was introduced to strengthen political
oversight of the broadcaster’s budget (Isracli Public Broadcasting Bill,
2023), while in 2024, another bill sought to eliminate the corporation’s
independent budgetary management and place it under the state budget
(Israeli Public Broadcasting Bill, 2024). This bill continues to advance
(April 2026).

The weakening of public broadcasting in Israel is also important to the
government because the institution serves as a barrier to concentration
in the media market (Ben-David et al., 2025, p. 40). When public
broadcasting is weakened, this facilitates the takeover of frequencies by
private actors, some of whom may have close ties to the government,
and constitutes another mechanism that benefits politicians engaged in
democratic backsliding.

B.2.3 Nationalization Through Rppointments or Legislation

Another pathway through which governments may seek to control public
broadcasting is its nationalization. Nationalization refers to the complete
elimination of the distinction between an independent public broadcaster
and the government. This can be achieved through several mechanisms,
the most common of which is the replacement of personnel within the
public broadcasting institution with individuals perceived as loyal to the
governing authority.

Such processes have been pursued in several Central and Eastern
European countries characterized by advanced democratic backsliding.
For example, following the electoral victory of Hungary’s Fidesz
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party in 2010 and through 2015, more than 1,600 journalists and
media professionals were dismissed from public media and replaced
with employees considered more loyal to the government’s narrative.
This large-scale replacement brought about a profound structural
transformation, through which public media lost its independence and
became an entity controlled by the government, thereby strengthening the
state’s capacity to shape media content and the public discourse (Nemeth,
2025, p. 17).

Another way of taking control of public broadcasting is to undermine
its independence through legislation, in ways that impair its ability to
provide the public with high-quality and diverse offerings (content,
documentaries, and news). A common means of implementing this in
democracies experiencing democratic backsliding is to alter the definition
of the purposes (objectives) of public broadcasting in its enabling
legislation.

B.2.4 A Parallel or Subordinate Broadcasting Body

Another practice involves the creation of a new public broadcasting entity
or supervisory authority that effectively neutralizes the existing public
broadcaster.

For example, in Poland, legislation led by the Law and Justice Party
(PiS) established a new entity (NTC), which was granted supervisory
authority over the public broadcaster, with its leadership appointed by
the government (Surowiec et al., 2021). Subsequently, the legal mandate
of the new body was revised to emphasize national, religious, and other
ideological objectives aligned with the party’s agenda, contradicting the
principle of press independence (Weglifiska et al., 2022).

In Hungary, public media is directly controlled by the government, and
operates without any independence whatsoever. A 2010 media reform
restructured the regulatory framework governing the media market.
The National Communications Authority and the National Radio and
Television Commission were merged into a single body, the National
Media and Info-communications Authority (NMHH), which was granted
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oversight over both print and electronic media. The NMHH includes the
Media Council, which is responsible for licensing, content regulation, and
enforcement of media laws. The government exercises full control over
appointments to both the authority and the council.

In 2011, the Fidesz government further transformed the media
landscape by transferring all public broadcasting assets to the state fund
MTVA (Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund), operating
under the NMHH and the Media Council. News content, funding,
asset management, and operational control of public broadcasters
were centralized under MTVA, and, since 2015, also under the unified
broadcaster Duna Media. Although the fund’s annual budget is approved by
parliament (controlled by Fidesz), the NMHH Media Council determines
governance rules and resource allocation, resulting in direct political
control over the content and financing of public media. This deepened
dependence on the government, weakened institutional independence,
and generated international criticism regarding declining pluralism and
balance in news coverage (McNeill & Valentine, 2024). This represents
the most advanced stage of direct governmental control, characterized
by the absence of any institutional buffer or any degree of independence.

B.2.5 Privatization

A fifth strategy involves the privatization of public broadcasting. This
approach is justified by governmental claims that there is no rationale
for funding public broadcasting, although in practice it often stems from
an underlying desire to control the ownership structure of the newly
privatized entity. Privatization is sometimes perceived as a substantive
and symbolic intervention and may therefore face stricter scrutiny from
institutional checks and balances, on the assumption that their authority
has not yet been undermined. In contrast, gradual and cumulative
initiatives that erode the broadcaster’s independence tend to encounter
weaker legal resistance.

In Israel, current policy favors public debate of this type of privatization
model. In recent years, the government has consistently and systematically
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introduced bills to privatize public broadcasting, both with respect to the
Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation (Public Broadcasting Corporation
Privatization Bill, 2022, 2024) and the Israel Defense Forces Radio
station, Galei Tzahal (IDF Radio Privatization Bill, 2022, 2023, 2024).
The most recent bill to date, from late 2024, seeks to stipulate that the
public broadcasting corporation will cease to exist two years after the law
enters into effect. More recently, the government decided to shut down
Galei Tzahal (Government Resolution 3661 of the 37th Government),
A move that was ultimately blocked only due to a Supreme Court ruling
invalidating its legality (HCJ 61683-12-25).

The full set of strategies outlined above with respect to public
broadcasting provides a framework for identifying and interpreting
governmental actions in the context of media-related democratic
backsliding. Experience shows that governments may adopt a range
of policy measures that serve the same overarching objective—the
politicization of public broadcasting—albeit with varying levels of
intensity.

In Israel, the government has consistently brought forward far-reaching
bills to privatize the public broadcasting corporation, a course of action
characteristic of flawed democracies undergoing advanced democratic
backsliding. However, some of these bills have not advanced rapidly,
particularly when compared with the pace of public broadcasting capture
in Central and Eastern European countries. These initiatives function both
as an ongoing threat to the operation of the public broadcaster and as a
form of symbolic political signaling.

B.3 De-Regulation for Government-Rligned Platforms

Another mechanism for strengthening media control involves regulatory
bias in favor of platforms that are supportive of the government. This
approach falls within the conventional domain of media market regulation
and is typically framed in terms of legitimate policy objectives, such

as media pluralism and the representation of diverse public voices. In
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practice, however, its underlying aim is to promote favorable media
coverage of the government.

In Israel, attempts have been made to shape television broadcasting in
favor of government interests through regulation. Examples of regulatory
favoritism that contributed to the rise of government-aligned platforms
include the emergence of the newspaper Israel Hayom (and subsequent
legislative attempts, first to facilitate its continued operation through
special legislation and later to restrict its free distribution through
further legislation; Globes, 2019), as well as Channel 14, which began
broadcasting as a “National heritage” channel and later evolved into a
news channel with the support of regulatory and financial benefits.

In parallel, there has been an ongoing struggle over appointments to
regulatory authorities, with the government appointing controversial
figures to key positions in an effort to secure favorable regulation. The
underlying objective of these appointments is to exert control over media
oversight through political influence over regulatory institutions.

Israel, particularly since 2023, has seen far-reaching legislative initiatives
proposed by the government that seek to alter the democratic balance of
checks and balances within institutional frameworks. Moreover, since
2024, there has been growing concern that the government is advancing
a broad reform intended to tilt the media market in its favor. Prominent
in this context is the Communications Bill (Broadcasts) from mid-2025,
a government-sponsored bill being rapidly advanced by the Minister
of Communications and currently debated in an ad hoc parliamentary
committee established specifically for its passage.

Symbolically, this bill represents another step in a broader sequence of
actions by the Minister of Communications, all of which are presented as
part of a declared effort to bring about a “revolution” in the broadcasting
market. This objective is characterized by a vision of dismantling
the existing “centers of power” among established media actors and
institutions. The bill is being advanced rapidly, without systematic
preparatory work involving all relevant stakeholders and government
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ministries, and merges multiple elements of reform—some of which
have already been proposed but not enacted—into a single legislative
package. This raise concerns that the process is being used to undermine
the independence and resilience of media outlets.

At present, the bill’s advancement has faced opposition from legal
gatekeepers within the government and the Knesset, on the grounds
that it includes components that undermine democratic checks and
balances. Despite this opposition, the government bypassed the Knesset
Economic Affairs Committee in order to neutralize its chair’s opposition
and established a special ad hoc committee to advance the bill—an
unprecedented move that undermines the principle of separation of
powers. At the time of writing, amid the ongoing campaign against Iran,
an intensive legislative process is underway that has already pushed
government intervention in the media market to unprecedented levels
since the establishment of the state. This raises significant concerns
regarding deficiencies that, it has been argued, justify unprecedented
judicial intervention during the legislative process (Bar-Siman-Tov et al.,
2025).

A fundamental component of the bill concerns the establishment of
a new regulatory authority by the government, raising concerns that,
as with the civil service, this authority would be established solely to
increase political control over the existing regulatory system, similar
to measures undertaken in Hungary and Poland. The bill includes the
removal of mechanisms that safeguard the independence and autonomy of
news broadcasting, thereby enabling political and economic intervention
in such broadcasts by interested parties. It raises concerns regarding
political affiliations in the appointment of public representatives to the
new regulatory authority, owing to the structure of the appointments
committee to be established and to the fact that the authority’s budget
would not be independent but rather part of the state budget. In addition,
the bill under consideration contains a distinct element of politicization
with regard to ratings data, through a provision that would allow the new
authority to intervene in the way such data is measured. These features
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led the Attorney General to issue an unusually strong and unprecedented
warning about the bill’s potential to undermine the democratic checks and
balances of Israel’s broadcasting market.

Another example of this characteristic is the attempt to exert political
control over the regulation of audience ratings. A recent bill seeks to
require television channels to display their real-time viewership data
during peak viewing hours (Audience Data Disclosure Bill, 2024).
Beyond the problem of the “reality-televisionization” of viewing, the bill
seeks to flatten television viewing and diminish its value for freedom
of expression. This represents a new form of tele-populism emerging in
Israel against the backdrop of political disagreements between Channel 14
and the other channels regarding their relative influence and viewership
figures.

B.4 Political Involvement in Commercial Ownership Structures

Another central phenomenon that can be identified as a foundation
for potential political capture of the media is increasing political
involvement in the ownership structure of commercial media, including
the exploitation of market concentration and monopolistic ownership
structures to transform media into an instrument serving political actors.
This phenomenon has several dimensions.

In democracies undergoing democratic backsliding, there is a growing
tendency to pressure international corporations to exit domestic
media markets and cease providing services, with the aim of enabling
nationalization or encouraging domestic actors aligned with the
government to acquire media companies, as has occurred in Central and
Eastern Europe (Dragomir, 2019). Such democracies are also characterized
by cross-ownership structures, in which a single actor controls multiple
media outlets operating across different platforms (television, radio, print
media, and social media). In addition, close ties often develop between
media owners and political actors, while political leadership encourages
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business elites aligned with the governing party and its leaders to acquire
private media outlets in order to shape editorial coverage.

Research on the relationship between democratic backsliding and the
media has found that oligarchic control over commercial media markets
predicts the government’s direct takeover of the media at a later stage
(Marius, 2019; Stétka, 2015). This does not involve a specific policy
measure or legislative initiative that would lead to a direct and immediate
governmental takeover. Rather, it is generally a gradual, long-term
process in which the ownership structure of commercial media is reshaped
in ways that align with the government’s interests and ideology. This
process unfolds through cumulative “soft” influence, as the government
gradually strengthens its informal hold over major commercial platforms,
with particular emphasis on news channels.

Hungary is frequently cited in the literature as a case study of this
process. Beginning in 2002, increasing political involvement in media
ownership structures preceded more direct governmental control over
both public and commercial media. Even prior to the second Fidesz
administration (2010), its leader Viktor Orban promoted a “conservative
media” ecosystem based on the assumption that legacy media served
the opposition. A first step in this direction involved linking commercial
media ownership to the party, including by encouraging politically
affiliated actors to acquire media groups from international corporations.

A notable example is the takeover of Hir TV by Lajos Simicska, a
close associate of Orban, in 2004, transforming it into a media arm of
Fidesz and later into a channel regularly associated with propaganda
and disinformation. Subsequently, the media council established by
Fidesz blocked the merger between two major foreign-owned newspaper
publishers, Axel Springer and Ringier, forcing the sale of significant
assets and opening the market to investors aligned with Fidesz. A similar
move occurred in 2017, when the council blocked the merger between
Magyar RTL Televizié Zrt and Central Digital Média Kft in order to limit

RTL’s digital expansion. These interventions reshaped the structure of the
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media market and strengthened pro-government media actors (Benedek,
2024; Nemeth, 2025, p. 9; Rahmani, 2025).

In Israel as well, concentrated ownership in the commercial media
has been a complex issue for many years, long before the emergence of
the current anti-democratic threat. The structure of the media landscape
creates conditions that enable democratic backsliding in the media market
and may even intensify it. As is well known, media concentration is
commonly analyzed from various perspectives, including by examining
the control exercised by a single dominant actor over multiple media
outlets operating across parallel platforms—broadcasting, the print press,
and the internet (Ben-David et al., 2025, pp. 31-33; Barhum, 2026).
However, research indicates that Israel’s broadcasting market exhibits
a medium-to-high degree of concentration, whether the markets are
examined separately or as a whole (Ben-David et al., 2025, pp. 35-38).

Local examples of concentrated ownership in the Israeli context include
the influence of Israel Hayom on the print media market and its entry into
the Israeli market through foreign financing provided by a figure closely
associated with the political right; political involvement in proposals to
acquire stakes in commercial channels and in the ownership structures
of new channels, such as Channel 14 and regional radio; and preferential
treatment by the government toward a limited number of media outlets,
indicating governmental support for them on the basis of their prevailing
editorial line. With regard to ownership structures, capital-government
relations in Israel predate the emergence of democratic backsliding.

In Israel, political involvement in media ownership structures and
in journalistic coverage itself has also been addressed in recent years
through criminal law, after regulatory and administrative tools failed to
adequately address the phenomenon. Since 2016, criminal proceedings
have been ongoing against the prime minister, a substantial part of which
concerns allegations of biased coverage on two major commercial media
platforms (“Case 2000 and “Case 4000”). This affair reflects an attempt

by the law-enforcement system to address, through criminal proceedings,
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issues involving regulatory benefits in exchange for biased coverage, as
well as efforts to control the print media market against the backdrop of
a struggle between Yedioth Ahronoth and Israel Hayom, the two leading
newspapers in Israel.

B.5 Regulatory Capture

Democratic backsliding in the media is also characterized by the
politicization of oversight bodies—attempts to capture independent state
agencies and regulatory bodies in ways that increase political control over
them at the expense of the professionalism and independence traditionally
associated with them. Alongside public broadcasting, which is often
relatively susceptible to governmental influence, as demonstrated above,
in a democracy undergoing backsliding we would expect capture to
extend to oversight bodies that the legislature has explicitly or implicitly
distinguished from the political echelon. Unlike public broadcasting,
these bodies oversee content production or regulate media platforms.

In Israel, recent representative cases include attempts by the Minister
of Communications to increase his control over the Israeli Public
Broadcasting Corporation’s Council (Israeli Public Broadcasting Bill,
2025); to appoint a director general to his ministry while emphasizing and
privileging the appointee’s ideological position over formal eligibility
requirements; and to control appointments to the Second Authority for
Television and Radio Council, including the appointment of unequivocal
government supporters to senior positions within the regulatory authority.
Another example is the expressed desire to control the appointment of the
commander of Galei Tzahal—a media outlet controlled by the IDF—a
desire that has characterized successive Israeli governments over the
years.

If media corporations are expected to operate independently, measures
of this kind appear to indicate an aspiration to increase governmental
control over appointments to key positions in the media market, while
abandoning professional considerations and promoting positions that do
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not regard regulatory independence as the central value guiding policy.
An aspiration to control the media market is also evident in systematic
measures that affect its structure and, within it, the structure of the
bodies that comprise it. One such measure is a bill introduced in early
2025 under which the government would replace the appointments
committee responsible for selecting the members of the Israeli Public
Broadcasting Corporation’s Council. In other words, the government,
upon the recommendation of the Minister of Communications, would be
responsible for appointing the Council’s members. As a result, the Council
of the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation—which is responsible
for determining policy, procedures, the budget, and the appointment of
the director general—would become subject to the considerations of the
minister recommending candidates to the government.

In democracies undergoing backsliding, increased politicization
of the media itself or of the bodies responsible for overseeing it is
accompanied by governmental claims regarding the need for greater
diversity and pluralism among media platforms. A discourse of diversity
is characteristic of arguments advanced by the political right in public
debate and is prevalent in many Eastern European countries. In Israel, the
prime minister himself has advanced this discourse, defending himself
during his trial with arguments that his alleged involvement in the media
was intended to increase diversity in a market that, in his view, had for
decades been characterized by uniformity and even by expressions of
personal hostility toward him and his family members. There is nothing
inherently undemocratic about the aspiration for media pluralism. An
examination of the history of the Isracli media, at least until the early
1990s, suggests that such an aspiration has merit. However, research
in this field (for example, on the legislative origins of the Israeli Public
Broadcasting Corporation) indicates that claims concerning “diversity” do
not, in practice, promote pluralism, but rather serve governments engaged
in democratic backsliding as a means of pursuing narrow and immediate
political objectives (Yadlin & Klein-Shagrir, 2024). In most cases, claims
of a lack of diversity in the media serve as a gateway to political or
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quasi-political appointments of ideologically uniform candidates aligned
with the government.

B.6 Steering of Public Funding

Another mechanism for biasing media systems in favor of the government
is the channeling of state advertising resources. The government is a major
actor in the advertising market, financing a wide range of publications,
from official notices to government campaigns conducted by various
state authorities. The state channels budgets, which in principle should
be distributed equitably, into various forms of government advertising.
These budgets are sometimes a significant source of revenue for media
outlets. This governmental leverage is particularly consequential in the
print media market, which faces structural challenges in its funding
model and often depends on revenue from government advertising. When
the government seeks to disadvantage certain actors in the media market,
it may allocate advertising resources unevenly, favoring supportive
platforms and, at times, explicitly discriminating against critical or
non-aligned outlets.

This process may manifest through several patterns of governmental
conduct, varying in severity. At an initial stage, public discourse may
link public funding—of media resources and of state resources more
broadly—to the expectation that “the right” opinions be expressed, such
as by refraining from criticizing national values and institutions. A similar
phenomenon can be observed in the cultural sector, where attempts are
made to withdraw funding from critical platforms. Another manifestation
is the selective allocation of advertising resources. A more severe form
of selective governmental treatment involves an active—and in some
cases explicitly declared—preference for directing advertising resources
exclusively to certain channels and toward supportive platforms. A further
stage involves blunt political calls to boycott specific media outlets
altogether and to prohibit state institutions from engaging with them,
including by canceling subscriptions, withdrawing mandatory public
notices such as tenders, and ceasing government advertising.
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In Hungary, the use of public budgets has become a routine instrument
for favoring supportive platforms. The National Communications Office,
established in October 2015, is responsible for planning, formulating,
and disseminating government messaging through media campaigns
(Benedek, 2024, p. 475). Another body, NKOH, has since 2014 centralized
the coordination of advertising contracts and media engagements of public
institutions, including agreements with advertising agencies. Independent
reports indicate that substantial sums of government advertising are
directed annually to media outlets with close ties to the government,
creating indirect political influence over the market. For example, in
2018, TV2—a government-aligned channel—received approximately
67% of state television advertising budgets, whereas the independent
RTL Klub received approximately 1% (Commissioner for Human Rights,
2021, p. 5).

In Israel, a prominent recent example of an advertising boycott is
an official Cabinet Resolution to withdraw the advertising resources
of various government ministries from the newspaper Haaretz and to
boycott it altogether. This followed statements made by the publisher
of Haaretz regarding the Swords of Iron war. This is an example of a
particularly overt and publicly declared governmental boycott, although
such measures are more commonly implemented through administrative
decisions that prioritize advertising on supportive platforms over the
equitable and diverse distribution of advertising resources. In this context,
another relevant development is the attempt to increase political control
over the Government Advertising Bureau and to channel advertising

resources in a politically biased and unequal manner.

B.7 Normalization of Political Extremism on Mainstream Platforms

Another process closely associated with manifestations of democratic
backsliding in the media arises from the incentive structure of commercial
media itself, which can fuel the radicalization of the political sphere
(Szabé et al., 2018). This process has been characterized in the literature
as the “normalization” of parties and elected officials belonging to the far
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right (and, in other countries, the far left) within commercial broadcast

media, particularly television and radio news outlets.

The normalization of extreme political positions involves ongoing
sociopolitical changes through which political positions once regarded as
extreme increasingly come to be perceived as normal and uncontroversial
components of public discourse (Ekstrom et al., 2020, p. 469). This
process of normalization, also referred to as “mainstreaming,” begins
within the political and party sphere, through the inclusion and integration
of extremist parties into the democratic institutions of the state (Ekstrém
et al., 2020, p. 470), often for narrow political considerations. This
process is subsequently normalized within and through the media. Thus, a
crucial stage in this process is political and precedes media involvement.
It entails legitimizing extreme positions and blurring the ideological
boundaries between political actors from the center and those at the
political extremes.

Following political normalization, the media and press play a vital
role in accelerating the process by providing extensive exposure to
extreme positions and legitimizing them. In many countries experiencing
democratic backsliding, the media becomes the primary intermediary
through which extremist positions reach the public, thereby contributing
to their normalization. Such mediation often stems from an excessive
adherence to the notion that the media should serve as a pluralistic and
diverse platform, requiring a simplistic balancing of opposing views
without carefully examining the substance of those views (Ekstrom et al.,
2020, p. 470).

Similarly, the tendency to provide sustained exposure to extreme
positions is underpinned by a clear commercial consideration. First, when
an extremist leader has secured the voters’ trust, one rationale for giving
that leader a media platform is the desire to attract the attention of his or
her supporters—and this rationale is certainly grounded in democratic
considerations. Second, extreme positions, many of which are simplistic,

provocative, and sensationalist, generate interest and therefore attract
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larger audiences than conventional positions (Karniel, 2025). Indeed, the
routine and uncritical inclusion of public figures representing extreme
positions in interviews, news coverage, and reporting on current events
confers symbolic recognition on their views and grants them elevated
status within the political landscape.

This process is not typical only of platforms aligned with the
government, but of media outlets across the political spectrum. Although
different platforms purport to provide a forum for diverse voices and
to derive financial returns from doing so, the direct consequence of
frequent representations of extreme positions is to entrench them at the
center of public discourse as ordinary and conventional positions. The
participation of extremist figures in live interviews and the provision of
disproportionate exposure to their views on issues such as immigration
or security normalize them by presenting them as consensus figures
responding to current events from a distinctive and extreme perspective—
one that is portrayed as necessary for the public to hear.

Indeed, when the individual in question is a senior elected public
official, it is important that he or she be held accountable to the public for
his or her policies, and an “empty chair” policy is highly problematic in
this respect. However, providing disproportionate exposure to the public
figure’s extreme views, as well as adopting a restrained approach toward
those views—for example, out of concern that the media outlet might
be boycotted—produces the opposite effect: it incorrectly places extreme
positions within the category of legitimate and widely held views in the
public sphere. Experimental studies conducted in the United Kingdom
and Australia show that exposure to such interviews, particularly with
far-right activists, increases audience agreement with extreme statements
and significantly strengthens the belief that such views enjoy broad
support among the population (Bolet & Foos, 2025, pp. 1, 3).

This process is further intensified, both in Israel and globally, by
elected officials holding extreme views who leverage the virality of

social media. This dynamic reduces the ability of established media to
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ignore such positions and may even compel them to adopt them, out of
concern that they will lose their relevance. The normalization of extreme
politics stems from the incentive structure of commercial media, which
operates in a competitive environment characterized by competition
for advertising resources, thereby contributing to the emergence of
tele-populism. In such a context, sensationalist candidates who embody
a rejection of social and political norms gain an advantage. This places
media platforms in a dilemma between the desire to avoid providing
exposure to sensationalism and the potential economic gains associated
with such exposure. This process reflects a shift from viewing journalism
as exposing threats to democracy toward a conception of journalism that
reflects, reinforces, and adapts to an existing reality.

Acrepresentative Israeli example of normalization of political extremism
in the media is the coverage of Itamar Ben-Gvir, who later became
Minister of National Security. In earlier years, Ben-Gvir was portrayed as
a fringe figure with highly marginal views, to the extent that the press’s
overt and widespread aversion to his positions was readily apparent.
When he was covered, particular aspects of his past were highlighted,
including his criminal convictions and his Kahanist views. Discussion of
his persona and actions was not an integral part of the central issues on the
public agenda, but rather served to mark him as representing the radical
end of the political spectrum.

Over time, as part of a broader trend that spread throughout Israeli
public life (Zonszein, 2024) and the country’s media, Ben-Gvir, alongside
other extremist candidates, began to receive greater media exposure. This
increasingly positioned him as a legitimate, and eventually central, figure
in journalistic coverage. As he accumulated political power, he was no
longer presented primarily as a provocative politician, but became aregular
interviewee across the media. Indeed, the extensive powers he holds as
Minister of National Security make it necessary for the media to give
voice to his views as part of the public debate. Nevertheless, the change
in the media’s treatment of him over the years reflects, in its outcome, a

broader phenomenon: the normalization of what was once regarded as
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“extreme” and its transformation into part of the “mainstream” in today’s
leading media channels.

The literature has not yet reached a definitive conclusion regarding how
normalization processes unfold in the media—for example, whether they
develop from the bottom up, in response to audience demand, or from
the top down, shaped by interactions between political and media elites.
Nevertheless, there is broad consensus that this process facilitates the
erosion and even the breakdown of fundamental and broadly accepted
political norms associated with the political center, as extremist parties
and their candidates are increasingly normalized in the public sphere.

B.8 Attitudes Toward Journalists: From State Violence to a Culture
of Self-Censorship

Another pattern characteristic of countries experiencing democratic
backsliding is a change in the government’s treatment of journalists who
criticize it. Such countries are characterized by restrictions on freedom
of expression and the space for liberal public discourse. Among other
things, governments exercise state power against the media, investigative
journalism, and the critical and democratic discourse generated by the
media. In countries where democratic backsliding has been a long-standing
process—as in Russia, Turkey, and Hungary—this may manifest in the
closure of media outlets and even in the use of state violence against
journalists. Such measures may include direct pressure to have journalists
dismissed, criminal prosecution, and, in more severe cases, physical
violence against journalists, as occurs under dictatorships.

In the Israeli context, particularly troubling findings include reports by
51 journalists, female journalists, and photojournalists of 35 incidents
of violence in 2024, in which they experienced 68 acts of violence
perpetrated by both civilians and police officers. Notably, the number
of incidents involving physical violence—including beatings, pushing,
kicking, spitting, and the throwing of objects—exceeded the number
involving verbal violence alone (Ben-David et al., 2025, p. 59).
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For our purposes, however, cases in which this process has already
reached the point of political violence are less relevant than those in which
it is less advanced. In such countries, governments seek to undermine
the legitimacy and functioning of investigative and news journalism
through more subtle and sophisticated means, such as political attacks,
regulatory threats, and delegitimization efforts in public discourse.
Particularly relevant in this regard is the governmental effort to restrict the
independence of the media and its personnel as part of a broader process of
democratic backsliding. This is because a leader who seeks to undermine
the independence of the media will simultaneously seek to take control
of other institutions whose independence is necessary for their effective
functioning. Indeed, when a government weakens the independence of
the police, for example, and takes control of appointments within the
force, violence against journalists is likely to come, among other sources,
from police officers who have internalized the government’s message.
This dynamic has characterized the attack on press freedom in Israel in
recent years, as the number of incidents of violence against journalists
perpetrated by police officers in particular has increased (Ben-David et
al., 2025, pp. 60, 64).

The literature indicates that, unlike dictatorships, democracies
experiencing backsliding seek to preserve the appearance of an open public
sphere (Vaclav & Mihelj, 2004), while simultaneously developing norms
intended to weaken the press through threats, silencing, governmental
pressure, efforts to shape public consciousness, and other means. These,
in turn, lead to self-censorship, whereby journalists adopt unwritten rules
that discourage them from providing critical and challenging coverage
of the government. Thus, journalism that internalizes the threatening
message conveyed by the government will tend to refrain from challenging
government policy, discontinue political investigative reporting, and
marginalize sharp or critical opinions (Panievsky, 2022). Instead, it will
focus on anticipating what the government wants journalistic coverage to
yield and which issues the government would prefer journalists to avoid.
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Fear of lawsuits intended to silence journalists is another factor
underlying self-censorship. In recent years, evidence from Israel indicates
that the government has encouraged this practice. Many elected officials
file lawsuits against journalists who expose misconduct on their part in
the course of their public duties, or encourage others to bring such suits
against them. A prominent example is a private fund established by the
Minister of Economy and Industry, Nir Barkat, for the purpose of financing
lawsuits against Channel 12 News. The initiative followed an extensive
investigative report critical of the minister’s conduct and appears to have
been prompted by it. Even when a civil lawsuit brought by an elected
official is without merit, it requires journalists to devote resources to
defending themselves rather than pursuing further investigations. It is
worth noting that between 2008 and 2024, at least one-third of defamation
suits against journalists were at least partially upheld, a finding that
indicates the need for the press to exercise particular care in its reporting.
Nevertheless, half of these suits were dismissed or struck out, pointing
to the relative ease with which legal proceedings can be used to deter
journalists (Ben-David et al., 2025, pp. 70-71).

Naturally, developments of this kind may ultimately lead to
developments that go beyond self-censorship. As democratic backsliding
intensifies, far more severe measures may follow, including the closure of
media outlets. For example, in 2020, Hungary’s Media Council revoked
the license of Klubradio, the country’s largest independent radio station.
The station, which had been one of the last platforms for broadcasting
opposition voices, was forced to cease broadcasting in 2021 after a
Budapest court upheld the Council’s decision. Although the official
justification for revoking the license was regulatory violations, human
rights organizations and international oversight bodies argued that the
measure was politically motivated and formed part of a long-standing
effort to restrict critical space in the media. The closure of Klubradié
was viewed, both in Hungary and internationally, as a further sign of the
erosion of press freedom and the deepening assault on media pluralism in
the country (McNeill & Valentine, 2024).
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In Israel, research indicates that a culture of self-censorship has
developed among journalists, particularly in the news sector, in response
to the delegitimization of the media promoted by the government
(Panievsky, 2022). From a legal perspective, Israeli law contains no
statute specifically protecting the work of journalists. For example, there
is no law providing for enhanced criminal penalties when the victim of
an assault is a journalist, whether the assault occurs in the course of the
journalist’s work or outside it. Proposals to introduce such provisions
have not advanced (Barhum, 2026).

B.9 Political Circumvention of Legacy Media Through Social Media

A substantial body of research has examined the relationship between
the rise of social media, social polarization, and broader negative effects
on democratic systems. A comprehensive discussion of this literature is
beyond the scope of this analysis. Nevertheless, this relationship has a
significant impact on democratic backsliding from multiple perspectives
and is also reflected in the manifestations discussed above. The various
dimensions of social media are relevant here primarily because they can
accelerate the processes of democratic backsliding described above.

Research indicates that in countries experiencing democratic
backsliding—such as the United States, the United Kingdom, Hungary,
Brazil, India, and Israel, to varying degrees—governments tend to exhibit
distinct patterns of social media use aimed at weakening legacy media
platforms. Populist leaders direct most of their efforts to influencing
public opinion through social media, communicating directly with their
supporters while distinguishing them from audiences that oppose them.
This conduct intensifies polarization and, above all, enables such leaders
to bypass legacy media or engage with it selectively. In many cases, these
leaders express skepticism toward legacy media, question its output, and
undermine the legitimacy of that output.

Various statements by political leaders are based on the reality
that emerges from social media, rather than on the reality reflected in
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established journalistic coverage. This configuration of flexible or
alternative realities makes it easier for political actors to operate without
having to confront the factual basis of objective reality or journalistic
criticism of their conduct. Moreover, the toxic discourse prevalent on
social media provides fertile ground for populist leaders. Against the
backdrop of the increasingly radicalized discourse on these platforms,
leaders can disseminate misinformation, amplify conspiracy theories, and
attack their opponents, including journalists. Such treatment of journalists
is intended to deter them from carrying out their professional duties
(Ben-David et al., 2025, pp. 79-81).

From another perspective, this pattern shifts the news cycle and the
focus of media coverage toward social media discourse, such that the
agenda of legacy media platforms is set by messages disseminated by
political actors on social media. At a time when journalistic identity itselfis
becoming fluid, under the influence of social media and the inherent need
of legacy media platforms to compete in the social media environment,
the boundaries between reporters and commentators, between journalists
and the subjects of their coverage and interviewees representing particular
interests, and between what takes place on social media and independent,
fact-based reporting are becoming increasingly blurred (Barhum, 2026).

From a broader perspective, the relationship between the Donald Trump
administration and social media platforms in the United States provides
an illustrative example. This relationship exemplifies governmental
preference for certain platforms—in this case, X and the dedicated
platform Truth Social, which is owned by Trump himself—over other
platforms, particularly when close ties exist between platform owners and
the administration. This relationship is intended to serve the interests of
both sides. In Israel, the government has for some time pursued an overt
policy of exclusion toward major television and radio channels. Political
actors refuse to appear on prominent media outlets and even publicly
declare this policy, apparently with the aim of mobilizing their supporters
and encouraging them to refrain from watching the boycotted channels.
The Prime Minister has been a leading proponent of this policy, allocating
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his media appearances in a manner that disregards legacy media and
favors supportive and non-critical platforms, including social media and
Channel 14.

C. Security, Media, and Democracy - A Distinctive Feature of
the Israeli Case

Following the presentation of the general typology of democratic
backsliding in the media, we turn to a distinctive feature of the Israeli
case: the relationship between media and security.

In scholarship on democratic backsliding and constitutional law,
the exploitation of emergency situations by governments seeking to
expand their powers is a recognized issue. A key indicator of democratic
backsliding in the media is a government’s attempt to use war, and the
state of emergency resulting from it, to undermine media independence.
This phenomenon is not unique to the media sector; research has shown
that complex security situations can serve as a basis for governments

engaged in democratic backsliding to curtail democratic principles.

In Israel, national security lies at the heart of both social and
constitutional identity and may itself intensify threats to democratic
resilience. In our view, the security context also serves as a significant
catalyst for democratic backsliding in the media. We will examine two
principal factors underlying this dynamic: the conduct of the media during
wartime and the conduct of the government. We argue that these factors
have significantly shaped the Israecli media landscape during the Swords
of Iron War and the military confrontations with Iran, thereby making
Israel a distinctive case study in which the democratic crisis is shaped and
redefined in the context of high-intensity warfare.

C.1 Internal Factor: The Ethos of Security Coverage

One factor accelerating democratic backsliding in the Israeli media
in the context of security is the sustained and complex relationship
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between media outlets and the military. This relationship is particularly
pronounced in the context of prolonged warfare, during which it may
exert a substantial influence on political culture and serve broader trends
of democratic backsliding.

The literature identifies Israel as a distinctive example of what has been
termed “security populism” (Levi & Agmon, 2020), that is, populism
centered on relations between Jews and Arabs and between Israelis
and the state’s enemies. In other democracies experiencing democratic
backsliding, exclusionary populism can be identified around issues of
nationality, class, immigration, or religion. A culture of media alignment
with the national effort during states of emergency raises questions with
direct implications for the contraction of democratic space. Particularly
close ties between the media and military sources of information may
weaken the democratic climate, as they generally also serve the governing
ethos promoted by the government in terms of public consciousness.

The combination of growing government power with existing media
traditions and norms generates processes that facilitate democratic
backsliding. Following the outbreak of the Swords of Iron War, Israeli
media underwent a marked hardening of its outlook, manifested in what
may be described as a near-total “media rally around the flag” (Katz &
Liebes, 2009). The rules of journalistic practice changed almost overnight:
major media outlets, including journalists ordinarily associated with
journalistic independence and critical perspectives, adopted a uniform,
nationally aligned, and restrained discourse, ranging from complete
support for the government’s position to an almost complete avoidance
of substantive criticism.

This shift was initially understandable in light of the shocking events
of the October 7 massacre. In practice, however, it has persisted to this
day, without justification, reflection, or self-criticism, either within the
media or in the public sphere. Particularly notable has been the tendency
to adopt militaristic values far beyond those customary in routine military

coverage, to portray the war and the military echelon as immune from
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criticism, and to frame criticism as harmful to the national effort. In doing
so, the media reinforced norms of loyalty to the government, suspicion
toward public disagreement, and a significant narrowing of the space for
questioning. The result has been a pronounced erosion of core principles
of democratic journalism: independence, critical scrutiny, balance, and
the preservation of an open space for discussion. This has made wartime
coverage a troubling example of how states of emergency can accelerate
the adoption of media patterns that are fundamentally undemocratic, at
the expense of a public that needs free, responsible, and sober journalism
more than ever.

The relationship between media and security in Israel also provides an
example of the exploitation of unexpected macro-level events to reinforce
existing anti-democratic trends. In this context, an emergency event such
as the Swords of Iron War can be understood as an event that contributed
to the trends outlined above.

C.2 External Factor: Emergency Legislation

Government action itself also contributes to the erosion of the liberal
values that media independence is meant to safeguard. During the
Swords of Iron War, reliance on emergency legislation empowering the
government to shut down media platforms has increased. Under legislation
enacted during the war, the Minister of Communications was authorized
to suspend the broadcasts of a foreign channel, order the closure of its
offices within Israel, seize equipment used to transmit its content, and
remove its content from the internet.

Even if this legislation formally applies only in the context of the
Swords of Iron War, it may indicate a broader shift in the regulatory
model and raise questions regarding the boundaries of legitimate changes
to that model under emergency conditions. During the war, numerous
additional legislative and policy initiatives were introduced, addressing
governmental control over the media, restrictions on coverage, limitations

on journalists’ access, and various measures aimed at reducing scrutiny

Media and Democratic Backsliding: A Multidimensional Conceptual Analysis Nadiv Mordechay and Sagiv Barhum 'a

2028 26 177 I



of governmental actions during wartime (Bill on Preventing Harm by a
Foreign Broadcasting Body to State Security, 2024).

Even without delving into the full implications of the legislation
enacted and the bills that were subsequently introduced, sanctions against
a foreign channel—including the suspension of its broadcasts—may
prevent the Israeli public, whom the legislature sought to protect, from
accessing a comprehensive picture of what is taking place during wartime.
The closure of foreign channels, a measure that may itself be legitimate
in certain extreme circumstances, was used by the government to further
delegitimize foreign media outlets. More significantly, this constitutes
an exercise of governmental power under emergency conditions, and the
current trend indicates that it may extend to the regulation of the Israeli
media as well. This is precisely how the literature describes situations
in which a state of emergency is used to increase governmental power
(Gross & Ni Aolain, 2006).

Gonclusion

This article has sought to identify several dimensions through which
the relationship between media and democratic backsliding can be
understood. This conceptual framework and mapping of the pathways
through which democratic backsliding unfolds deepen our theoretical and
institutional understanding of the characteristics of this process and are
intended to assist those seeking to study it.

The process described in this article does not end with the capture of the
media; rather, it generates a self-reinforcing feedback loop. The government
acts to erode media independence through the mechanisms outlined
above: delegitimization, biased regulation, control over ownership,
politicization of oversight bodies, and the channeling of resources. Once
a new institutional order emerges, in which the government exercises
heightened control over the media sphere, the media itself becomes an
instrument serving the political project and strengthening governmental
power. At this stage, the process extends beyond merely weakening
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criticism or narrowing pluralism. It involves the deliberate use of the
media to construct a new normative reality: cultivating particular political
narratives, normalizing positions previously regarded as extreme, and
framing anti-liberal conceptions as the “voice of the people.” Thus,
captured media is not merely a product of democratic backsliding in the
constitutional sphere and in the media itself; it subsequently becomes a
central driver of further backsliding, as it shapes public consciousness
in ways that continually legitimize the government and facilitate further
measures to concentrate power. The feedback loop is not incidental but
inherent to the process: the more successfully the government shapes the
media landscape and the way it operates, the greater its capacity to shape
public perceptions through the media; and the more the public is exposed
to this narrative, the greater the government’s ability to continue changing
the rules of the game in its favor and to entrench its hold on power over
time.

Alongside the conceptual framework for understanding democratic
backsliding in the media, the analysis yielded two principal conclusions.

The first conclusion is that it is necessary to examine not only deliberate
changes to public broadcasting, which currently lie at the center of public
discourse, but the media system as a whole, and in particular processes
taking place within the commercial media sector. Such a comprehensive
perspective makes it possible to anticipate the direction in which
democratic backsliding in the media is heading in different countries.
The panoramic picture outlined here enables Israel to be situated along
a multidimensional continuum of democratic backsliding. In this sense,
the article makes it possible to identify a general and multidimensional
process of democratic backsliding in the Israeli media, rather than
examining different segments of the media as if they were disconnected
from one another.

The second conclusion is that undemocratic characteristics of the
media identified in countries experiencing severe democratic backsliding

can also be identified in Israel. The points of convergence and similarity
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were examined throughout the article, alongside the observation that,
in the Israeli case, the security context serves as a central catalyst for
democratic backsliding in the media.

We hope that the typology presented in this article will enable
researchers to better situate and reassess the process unfolding in Israel,
as well as processes taking place in other countries.
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Appendix A

Assessment of the extent of media capture in Eastern European countries

according to four central indicators characterizing governmental capture

of the media market—in its broad sense, rather than limited to public

broadcasting (Dragomir, 2019):

Media capture in Central and Eastern Europe: an overview

Boznia &

Commercial
media capture

Regulatery capture Funding

Public media capture

Full control/decisions on mergers  Full contral: preferantial distribution, lack of Full eontrol- governance structures

Herzegovina  and acquisitions, licensing transparency. state: the largest advertiser High and funding
Bilials Full controlsaligned with the Full control: selective allocation of state H Fik] SRMOE G sy
g politizal pawer advertizing, lack of transparency igh g
Full controlsaligned with the Full control: governance structures
Croatia political power Felativety fair Medium and funding
Czech Full control/decisions on mergers Full control: lack of criteria and transparency over
I
Republic and acquisitions, licensing the state advertising resources High Partiak governance structures
Hu Full controlsaligned with the Full contral: totally discretionary decision-making, High Full contral: govemance structures
ngary political power the governmant is the largest advertiser and funding
- Full control- governance
Paland Under attask e CORTTOL Lack pf ransparsnoy ove ol lncation Medium strueturas, funding, editarial
ecisions decitions
Full control/algned with the Full control- governance struciures
Romania polilical poveer Full control: total lack of transparency Medium and funding
Serbla Full controlf/aligned with the Full control: preferential distribution, lack of Hi Full control: govemance structunes
political power transparency, state; the Iargest advertiser e and funding
v _ Full control: lack of transparency over allecation 7 Full control: political control of
Slavakia decisions e o, governance structures

Notes:

*

Dragomir proposes four dimensions for assessing the extent to which
a government has captured the media: capture of regulatory agencies;
government measures relating to funding; governmental capture of
commercial media; and capture of public broadcasting.

Central and Eastern European (CEE) countries provide prominent
examples of contexts in which media capture has occurred on a particularly
extensive scale over the past decade, as part of the broader phenomenon
of democratic backsliding.
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Anti-Media Media: Channel 14 as a Case
Study for a New Model
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Abstract

The rise in attacks on press freedom worldwide, combined with the
populist weaponization of partisan media to undermine our information
environment, require that we develop tools for distinguishing journalism —
which enjoys press freedom protections — from manipulative attempts
to exploit the facade of journalism to spread falsehoods, hatred, and
government propaganda (Panievsky, 2025, 2026). This article presents a
first attempt to operationalize the theoretical concept “anti-media media”,
by analyzing a sample of broadcasts from Israel’s Channel 14 during
2024. We apply four central criteria for identifying anti-media media
that undermine the democratic functions attributed to journalism: (1)
approach to false claims and conspiracy theories; (2) the dissemination
of hatred, racism, and incitement to violence; (3) approach to journalists
and newsrooms; and (4) the uncritical amplification of government
propaganda. We find that, first, each of the four criteria appeared in at
least one-tenth of the items. Second, the most prevalent criterion — the
uncritical amplification of government propaganda — appeared in more
than 40% of the items. The second most common criterion was verifiably
false claims, which appeared in 34% of the sample. Unfounded conspiracy
theories appeared in over one-tenth of the items, most notably the theory
claiming that the October 7 massacre was the result of “treason from
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within”. Finally, this article demonstrates that the proposed model for
identifying anti-media media is both relevant and effective in the Israeli
case. Although local coding will be necessary to apply, refine, and adapt
the model for use in other countries, the underlying criteria (derived from
a normative conception of journalism’s role in a democratic society)
remain. The distinction between journalism and anti-media media carries
important legal, regulatory, and political implications for the future of
news and the ability to protect it.

Introduction

Throughout the 20th century, media researchers and political scientists
wrote extensively on the central role played by the media in establishing
and shaping a democratic society. Mass media was considered an important
tool in preserving and advancing liberal democracy through several key
roles — from delivering vital information to the public to overseeing the
government and power-holders (Curran, 2011; Gans, 1998; Overholser
& Jamieson, 2005). However, in the first decades of the 21st century,
the status of media outlets whose relationship with democracy is more
complex, if not entirely antithetical, has risen. Unlike media outlets in
which more and less professional journalists strive to ascertain the truth
while cross-referencing sources and conducting journalistic investigations,
to serve the public by exposing injustices and criticizing power centers,
and to act independently and freely in order to reliably cover changing
reality to the best of their ability and within external constraints — new
media outlets, which are becoming increasingly dominant, maintain an
entirely different relationship with these basic journalistic norms.

This article relies on the concept of "anti-media media" (Panievsky,
2025, 2026) to develop a model for identifying and assessing anti-media
media outlets that exploit a news appearance and a journalistic fagade —
presenters in suits, a studio with a round table, news tickers at the bottom
of the screen, etc. — for the systematic and conscious dissemination of
falsehoods and conspiracy theories, the promotion of censorship and
silencing of critical journalists and regime opponents, and the suppression
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of stories inconvenient to system loyalists. In practice, media outlets of
this type serve as propaganda arms of a politician, party, or political camp,
hiding behind the appearance of journalistic work while enjoying the
protections intended to ensure a press free from political or commercial
control, as well as the prestige and credibility attributed to journalistic
media outlets (Panievsky, 2026, pp. 717-718).

The concept of anti-media media is a derivative of a phenomenon
researched for years known as "anti-media populism" (Bhat & Chadha,
2020; Panievsky, 2021; Soriano & Gaw, 2022) — a concept describing
populist movements, parties and politicians, that dedicate a significant
part of their political agenda to attacks on journalists and newsrooms,
even when using rhetoric of opposition to "the media." Because there is no
existing body of research in Hebrew dealing with "anti-media populism",
the term "anti-media media" is more successful and precise.

The distinction between journalistic and anti-medua media outlets is
based on four levels: facticity, loyalty, pluralism and solidarity (Panievsky,
2026). (1) The level of facticity, meaning, the treatment of facts, stems
from the informative role journalism plays in a democracy. What is the
assessed media outlet's approach to provable facts and unfounded claims?
Are corrections published when errors are discovered in publication?
What is the treatment of conspiracy theories? (2) The level of loyalty
stems from the role of journalism as the "watchdog of democracy". Who
is the object of loyalty of the assessed media outlet? Is it committed to
a specific party, a politician, a movement, an idea, a policy, a certain
public, or the owners? And what motivates such loyalty — ideological
identification, commercial considerations, loyalty to the public interest,
or corruption? (3) The level of pluralism stems from the role of the media
as a "marketplace of ideas". Is space given to diverse opinions in the
assessed media outlet? Specifically — is there room for opinions contrary
to the source of the media outlet's loyalty (a politician, party or idea)? (4)
The level of solidarity stems from the role of the media in creating social
cohesion and building an imagined community. What is the assessed
media outlet's approach to hate speech and incitement? How are racism

Anti-Media Media: Channel 14 as a Case Study for a New Model 'E

2028 26 177 I



and violence covered? Is representation given to diverse communities in
society?

This article presents a first attempt to apply the theoretical concept
of anti-media media. To examine its degree of utility, we will address
the empirical case study of Channel 14. We will develop here four key
criteria for characterizing anti-media media outlets that undermine
the roles attributed to journalism in research. The first criterion stems
from the factual level: treatment of refutable falsehoods and conspiracy
theories, before and after publication. The second criterion stems from
the solidarity level: dissemination of hatred, racism, and incitement to
violence. The third criterion stems from the pluralism level: treatment of
journalists and journalistic media outlets. The fourth criterion stems from
the loyalty level: uncritical echoing of government propaganda.

This is an original model based on the theoretical concept of anti-media
media (Panievsky, 2026), intended to develop ways to apply it in research
and content analysis of existing media outlets. It aims to fill a gap in
media research, which struggles to contend with the rise of a new type
of journalism — one that does not belong to the various categories of
objective journalism but is also not party journalism with an explicit
ideological agenda; rather, it operates according to an entirely different
set of values, a separate epistemic conception, and an ethos that is not a
journalistic ethos. This is a major challenge, and a single article cannot
answer all questions and resolve all dilemmas involved in it; we hope that
the original contribution presented here will assist other researchers in
deepening understanding regarding this prominent phenomenon.

The article will focus on Channel 14 as a case study, analyzing the
content broadcast on it according to criteria derived from the extensive
scholarly literature on the social roles of journalism, and specifically
from new research on anti-media media. The channel, established in
2014 under the name "The Jewish Heritage Channel" (Channel 20), has
been accused over the years of turning into an explicit propaganda arm
of Netanyahu governments, using tools of incitement, manipulation, and
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fake news. Against the backdrop of Netanyahu's criminal indictments,
frequent election campaigns, the judicial overhaul, and the October 7
war, journalists and researchers warned that the channel consistently
broadcasts incitement against opposition activists, hostage families,
Palestinians, journalists, media outlets, and the leadership of the defense
establishment, the judiciary, and the civil service, proudly encourages war
crimes, and spreads conspiracy theories such as "treason", "framed cases"
and the "deep state" (Egri, 2024a; Persico, 2023, 2025a). Concurrently,
Netanyahu governments rewarded Channel 14 (dating back to when
it was called "Channel 20") by exempting it from most regulatory
obligations imposed on competing media outlets, effectively creating a
separate regulatory system for it that grants benefits with an accumulated
value of tens of millions of shekels, with even the state of emergency
used as a pretext to grant it additional benefits (B"Z, 2022, 2024; Tausig,
2023). Relying on the literature addressing the social role of journalism,
alongside a first-of-its-kind systematic examination of leading programs
in Channel 14’s broadcast schedule in 2024, this article uses the Israeli
case to establish the vital concept of "anti-media media", acknowledge
the threat it poses to society — especially during times of war or crisis —
and propose an agenda for future research and policy.

Theoretical Background: Journalism and Other Falsehoods

Partisan Media in Research

In the past decade, academic research and public discussion surrounding
the question of partisan media and media bias have flourished. In view
of the strengthening of politically identified channels, especially in
the United States, many researchers sought to document and analyze
the characteristics of ideological bias in media content and its effects
on viewers, public discourse, and voting patterns (Bauer et al., 2022;
Levendusky, 2013a; Morris & Morris, 2022). Some even claimed that

"partisan media has become the crucial component of the political media
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environment in the United States" (Druckman et al., 2019, p. 291; all
translations are ours —A.P., S.T., C.E.).

The rich body of research dealing with partisan media (or hyperpartisan
media) has focused over the past twenty years on several key issues. First,
many researchers examined the link between biased media and the spread
of disinformation and misinformation (Garrett et al., 2016; Simonov et al.,
2022; Weeks et al., 2021), particularly following the Covid pandemic and
the myriad conspiracy theories that accompanied it (Ash et al., 2024; Wu
& Shen, 2022). Second, many researchers, in the United States and outside
it, examined the link between biased media and an increase in political
and affective polarization (Iyengar et al., 2019; Levendusky, 2013b;
Martin & Yurukoglu, 2017; Stroud & Curry, 2015). Third, researchers
asked what the connection is between the consumption of biased media
and political awareness, participation in public life, and voting patterns
(Broockman & Kalla, 2022; Casas et al., 2022; DellaVigna & Kaplan,
2007; Dilliplane, 2011; Suk et al., 2022; van Kempen, 2007). Alongside
this, studies examined the connection between consuming biased media
and damage to trust in mainstream media (Guess et al., 2021; Ladd, 2011),
the creation of echo chambers and information bubbles (Bell et al., 2022;
Jamieson & Cappella, 2008), and shaping the agenda of decision-makers
and other media organizations (Arceneaux et al., 2016; Nygaard, 2021;
Stevens & Allen, 2017).

In other words, many of the key and troubling issues in media research
and political science today are tied to the question of partisan media and
media bias. Another research strand focused on the history and annals of
partisan media, primarily in the United States (Campbell, 2019; Kuypers,
2013; Ladd, 2011; Sheppard, 2007), even though partisan media existed
in many countries over the years (Artz, 2026; Deacon & Wring, 2002;
Labarre, 2024). In Israel too, a rich history of partisan media was written,
mainly in the state's early years (Meyers, 2005; Neiger, 2023; Soffer, 2014),
before professional norms inspired by the journalistic ethos that grew in
the United States in the 20th century were adopted (Markowitz-Elfassi et
al., 2018; Peri, 2004; Tsfati & Meyers, 2012).
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Yet despite the wealth of research in the field, the concept of "biased
media", or partisan media, remains vague. Most researchers in the field
avoided providing a clear definition for it, or distinguishing between it
and overlapping concepts such as advocacy media, political parallelism,
or congruent media. Researchers who defined the concept of "biased
journalism" included in this definition any media outlet deviating from
the objectivity ethos of modern journalism as shaped in the United
States in the early 20th century (Hackett & Zhao, 1998; Maras, 2012;
Schudson, 1981). Jamieson and Cappella, for example, referred to biased
media as media focusing on opinions instead of objective reports and
being "ideologically consistent" (Jamieson and Cappella, 2008, p. 4).
Druckman and colleagues described biased media as media that "avoids
objectivity in favor of a specific point of view" (Druckman et al.,2019, p.
99). Arceneaux and Johnson used the term "ideologically slanted news"
(Arceneaux et al., 2013, p. 227), and Levendusky concluded that "simply
put, partisan media is opinionated media: media that not only reports the
news but also offers a clear point of view on it" (Levendusky, 2013b, p.
2). Shultziner and Stukalin defined political bias as "presenting media
products in a way that favors, criticizes, emphasizes, or minimizes a news
story in accordance with political interests and ideologies" (Shultziner &
Stukalin 2021, p. 373).

However, alongside this developing body of research, a phenomenon
arose that exceeds the boundaries of coverage bias. Although media
outlets can demonstrate various types of ideological bias on certain issues
while upholding ethical rules and journalistic professionalism, in recent
years we witness a growing phenomenon of media outlets crossing the
lines from partisan, biased, or ideologically identified journalism into
what will be termed here "anti-media media" (Panievsky, 2025, 2026).
Later in the article, we will rely on theories dealing with the role of
journalism in a democracy to develop a new model for distinguishing
between journalism and anti-media media. We will illustrate the utility of
this theoretical model through content analysis regarding an Israeli case
study — Channel 14.
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The Roles of Journalism in Democratic Societies in the 21st
Century

Media researchers, political scientists, and political philosophers have
produced an extensive body of research dealing with the connection
between the institution of journalism and democratic society. In their
recent book, James Curran and Joanna Redden summarize the primary
roles attributed to media in liberal-democratic theory: (1) Informative role:
Informing the public regarding current affairs so that they can participate
in political life and vote for their preferred candidates; (2) Watchdog role:
Serving as part of a system of checks and balances against power-holders
in society, foremost among them the government; (3) Social role: Creating
a shared imagined community, enforcing laws and norms, consolidating
a shared identity, and creating a sense of closeness between people who
have never met; (4) Public forum role: A stage or platform for conducting
public debate and competition of ideas regarding the range of issues on
the agenda (Curran & Redden, 2025). These roles have been discussed
in the works of many media researchers over the years (Anderson, 2007;
Bennett & Serrin, 2005; Carey, 1989; Carpentier & Wimmer, 2024;
Curran, 2011; Rosen, 1999; Schudson, 2008, 2018; Strombéck, 2005).
These are the normative, ideal roles of mass media in a democratic
society; their application, of course, is not optimal, and criticism of the
performance of journalists and media outlets in democratic societies is
longstanding, dynamic, and diverse (Goldstein, 2007; McChesney, 2004).
Nevertheless, to assess the performance of media outlets in society and
measure different types of media content in a systematic and coherent
manner, clear and measurable criteria must be formulized.

The starting point of this study is that despite the many flaws in realizing
the normative roles of journalism in a democracy, journalism remains a
central — and even necessary — element in societies striving to maintain a
democracy in the 21st century. This is a position based on the normative
tradition of social responsibility, which emphasizes the informative,
overseeing, and enabling roles of the media (Christians et al., 2010; Wyatt,
2007). This is not an unusual approach in media research, but it is also
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not self-evident: writing on journalism and democracy has coalesced over
recent decades (Anderson, 2007; Starr, 2008), shifting from a positivist
approach regarding the ability to reflect reality (Habermas, 1991; McNair,
2012), through a cynical and skeptical approach regarding the media's
ability to serve democracy (Baker, 2001; Usher, 2021; Zelizer, 2013), to
attempts to show how journalism can serve democratic societies despite
the flaws, errors, and failures along the way (Pickard, 2019; Schudson,
2018; Zelizer et al., 2022).

Most of the writing and research dealing with the roles of media in a
democracy was created during the 20th century, when the information
environment looked different — before the rise of smartphones, social
media, algorithms routing the information environment, and various
artificial intelligence developments. Today, any writing on democracy
and information is required to address the dramatic change that occurred
in the world of journalism following the rise in the use of social media to
fulfill needs that mass media used to fulfill in the past.

In view of the dramatic changes in the information environment, and
particularly the rise of social media as a channel for content consumption
(news and other), the core roles of journalism in a democracy according to
the liberal model — informing the public, overseeing power-holders, and
creating a shared imagined community — have become even more vital
and urgent. While algorithm-based social media constitute a reasonable
partial substitute for the latter role (a public forum where public debate
and competition of ideas regarding current affairs can be held), they
clearly constitute a very poor substitute for the former roles of journalism
in a democracy (providing reliable information, criticizing power-holders
in society, and creating an imagined community at the national level).
They promote ungrounded content, not based on the quality or reliability
of the content or the speakers (Hameleers, 2020; Pickard, 2019; Tripodi
et al., 2023; Tucker et al., 2018). They are built to highlight provocative
and controversial content, as well as hate speech. In other words, they
have the power to build communities around defined areas of interest,
but they divide and polarize between them (Gerbaudo et al., 2023; Banaji
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& Bhat, 2022; Heltzel & Laurin, 2024; Lajevardi et al., 2022; Vasist et
al., 2023). Moreover, major social media platforms have brought about a
concentration of capital unparalleled in human history, and a dangerous
proximity between a tiny number of multi-billionaires — whose algorithms,
designed as they see fit, determine what information and opinions the
public is exposed to — and leaders with authoritarian tendencies in various
countries worldwide (Akbari, 2025; Fuchs, 2018). Thus, in the current
decade, social media is reshaping the information environment, and while
these platforms replace journalistic media outlets in the everyday life of
users, their spirit, policy, and societal impacts do not align with the roles
of journalism in a democracy, and are even diametrically opposed to them.

To measure the role of media outlets in advancing or regressing
democracy, and specifically the fulfillment of the key roles of journalism
as summarized above, we developed the model for identifying anti-media
media. The purpose of this model is not only to label media outlets as
journalistic, anti-media media, or along the journalistic spectrum, but
also to contribute to struggles against attempts to use a journalistic cover
(Panievsky, 2025, 2026) for the promotion and dissemination of falsehoods
and conspiracy theories, political propaganda, hate speech, racism,
and incitement to violence. Furthermore, it aims to assist organizations
working for press freedom, courts, and political decision-makers in
identifying which media outlets meet these parameters in a manner that
entitles them to the protection of freedom of expression and press freedom,
and grants them the prestige and credibility of journalistic media outlets.

Between Journalism and Anti-Media Media: Criteria for Distinction

The concept of "anti-media" refers to media outlets that use a journalistic
cover to disseminate non-journalistic content, which contradicts
the professional practices and roles of journalism in a democracy.
"Journalistic cover" means the array of stylistic characteristics of news
content adopted by anti-media media outlets: frame design, sound design,
dress, intonation, color palette, headline design, fonts, and more. These
are all those stylistic cues that researchers view as tools assisting the
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audience in assessing the credibility of the text (Rashkin et al., 2017;
Panievsky, 2026). Stylistic elements can assist in evaluating a text's level
of credibility, and thus in the fact-checking process; many media literacy
initiatives use stylistic characteristics of this type. Commercial actors
discovered the power of these stylistic elements decades ago and use
them frequently, for example in the field of covert advertising (sponsored
content) that took hold in commercial journalism. Subsequently, various
political actors also adopted this mode of action. Therefore, especially in
the current information environment, there is room to address the question
of professional boundaries and establish criteria for distinguishing
between journalistic media outlets and others.

The model we propose here is based on the primary roles of journalism
in democratic societies in the current information environment. Each of
the criteria stems from one of the vital roles of journalism, for which press
freedom must be protected in legislation and norms:

1. Treatment of refutable falsehoods and conspiracy theories (contrary
to the role of journalism to inform the public so it can participate in
political life; related to the facticity level).

2. Dissemination of hatred, racism, and incitement to violence (contrary
to the social role of journalism in shaping an imagined community
and shared identity, as well as the do no harm principle; related to the
solidarity level).

3. Treatment of critical and independent journalists and media outlets
(contrary to the role of journalism as a public forum for conducting
debate and competition of ideas regarding current affairs; related to
the pluralism level).

4. Echoing government propaganda (contrary to the role of journalism
to criticize and oversee power-holders in society, foremost among
them the government; related to the loyalty level).

In the next section, we shall detail the role of each of these criteria in
distinguishing between journalistic and anti-media media outlets.
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[1] Treatment of Refutable Falsehoods and Conspiracy Theories

The first criterion in the model we propose here is intended to capture
the informative role of the media (Aalberg & Curran, 2011). To what
extent does the assessed media outlet inform the public reliably regarding
public life? This is not a simple criterion to apply, but it is critical.
How do we determine what is factually accurate? To whom is authority
granted to determine the level of accuracy and credibility of the media?
And how can an effective index be created across varied platforms and
contexts? In recent years, with technological development and given
the ease of establishing news websites, new phenomena of journalistic
impersonation have grown — adopting a journalistic facade to distribute
anti-democratic content such as falsehoods, incitement, and propaganda
(Panievsky, 2025, 2026). We rely here on the distinction between biased
news websites and untrustworthy news websites: "Untrustworthy sites
differ in that they offer content that is factually inaccurate, and are often
designed to deliberately mislead their audience" (Guess et al., 2021).

When large tech companies attempted to deal with public criticism over
the spread of falsehoods and conspiracy theories on their platforms, they
turned to professional fact-checkers worldwide (Andersen & See, 2020;
Bachmann & Valenzuela, 2023; Booth, 2025). Yet in recent years, even
organizations seemingly intended to cross-reference information and
ascertain facts were established by political actors in various countries
to legitimize propaganda (Jackson, 2017; Lee, 2019). In our assessment,
this methodological difficulty is one of the motives for the inflation of
relative studies, which prefer examining media bias relatively — meaning,
on the range between right and left — and not empirically, meaning, in
relation to reality. However, even when such a relative index is applied
optimally, it is not useful in identifying falsehoods or conspiracy theories,
or in examining the connection between media documentation and reality
on the ground. Despite the difficulty, we propose here a path to return the
treatment of facts to center stage.
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In recent years, various attempts were made to map the nature and
scope of falsehoods distributed in media outlets. Thus, for example,
during the Covid pandemic, Staender et al. (2024) analyzed over 1,600
posts posted on the Facebook pages of 25 alternative media organizations
in five Western countries (France, Germany, Switzerland, Britain, and
the United States). Based on this analysis, the researchers constructed a
disinformation-focused codebook that distinguished between four types
of false reporting: moderate bias, heavy bias, ideological misinformation,
and extreme misinformation. In the cases examined in that study,
moderate bias and heavy bias were the most common, while ideological
misinformation and extreme misinformation were relatively rare. Below,
we will examine if this is also the case with respect to Israel.

It is important to note that in any index examining a media outlet's
treatment of facts, refutable falsehoods, and conspiracy theories, one
must rely on close familiarity with the researched context. As we will
demonstrate below, inthe case of Channel 14, our codebook was constructed
based on in-depth, longstanding familiarity with the content broadcast on
the channel and the conspiracy theories distributed on it (Egri, 2024a;
Persico, 2023). The link between Channel 14 and unfounded conspiracy
theories has been established previously: political psychology researchers
Nimrod Nir, Nimrod Zeldin, and Asa Shapira surveyed a representative
sample of the adult Jewish population in Israel after October 7, 2023
(alongside conducting a separate study among Arab society), and found
that the conspiracy theory regarding "treason" — whereby elements in the
"shadow state" in Israel were involved in the Hamas attack on the Gaza
periphery communities — was spreading in Israeli society. Furthermore,
they found an alignment between watching Channel 14 and believing
in this conspiracy theory, even when controlling variables such as age,
gender, and political stance (Persico, 2023).

Nevertheless, despite local nuances, the fundamental criterion we
develop here — the treatment of refutable facts — crosses borders and
cultures and may be useful in other languages, countries, and journalistic

cultures as well. Even if the journalistic ethos and professional norms
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vary from country to country, the pursuit of representing reality tends to
be sweeping (Mellado, 2020; Waisbord, 2013). Content analysis of the
type we demonstrate below regarding Channel 14 is the way to examine a
media outlet's treatment of refutable facts and conspiracy theories.

[2] Dissemination of Hatred, Racism and Incitement to Violence

The second criterion for distinguishing between journalism and anti-media
media is the media outlet's approach to disseminating hatred, racism, and
incitement to violence. This criterion addresses the social role of the media
in consolidating an imagined community, enforcing laws and social norms,
building a shared identity, and creating a sense of closeness between
those who have never met (Anderson, 2008). Although this role is given
relatively low weight compared to other social roles of journalism — such
as informing the public on current affairs and overseeing power-holders —
researchers agree that this is a central role of mass media. For those who
doubt the importance of journalism’s role in shaping and formulating
the "tribal campfire" or collective identity, sociologist Chris Anderson
established an additional overarching journalistic principle relevant
to media outlets spreading hatred, racism, or incitement: do no harm
(Anderson, 2021). Anderson, writing on "journalism of fear" — a concept
coined by political philosopher Judith Shklar — argues that journalists
should see reducing cruelty in the world as their primary role, relying on
the principle of preventing harm. Legally and ethically, media outlets in
various countries are legally obligated to refrain from spreading hatred,
racism, or incitement against an individual or group, and legal sanctions
can be applied to journalists and media outlets doing so. In Israel, for
example, the Prohibition of Defamation Law, 5725-1965, determines
inter alia, that one must not "humiliate a person due to their race, origin,
religion, place of residence, age, gender, sexual orientation, or disability";
and the Penal Law, 5737-1977, includes a "prohibition of publishing
incitement to racism" regardless of whether the publication "led to racism
or not, and whether it was true or not". In the Rules of Professional Ethics
of Journalism, approved by the plenum of the Press and Media Council
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(2020), it is also explicitly stated: "Journalists shall not publish anything
that contains incitement or encouragement to racism."

The use of media for purposes of incitement is a central, and sometimes
primary, element in extremist movements and regimes. As shown by
cases such as the Nazi Party's use in Germany of radio broadcasts to
spread hatred and propaganda before and during World War 11, as well as
the "Radio télévision libre des Mille Collines", which was used to spread
propaganda and incitement during the Rwandan genocide in the 1990s —
the consequences of mobilizing media outlets to spread hatred toward
various groups in society can be devastating (Bromley, 2011). In both
of these historical cases, notable precedents were set when newspaper
editors, news presenters, and even cartoonists who participated in
disseminating racist hate propaganda and inciting violence were tried and
punished by courts in Britain and Germany and international tribunals
for participating in encouraging and inciting war crimes. In another case,
Serbian radio station RTS (Radio Television of Serbia), used by Slobodan
Milosevi¢ to spread propaganda and persecute regime opponents in the
country in the 1990s, published an official apology in May 2011 stating
that its broadcasts "harmed the feelings, moral integrity, and dignity of the
citizens of Serbia, humanist intellectuals, members of opposition parties,
journalists with a critical approach, various minorities within Serbia, as

well as neighboring countries and peoples" (Tanjug, 2011).

However, identifying and measuring the dissemination of hatred, racism,
and incitement to violence are not simple tasks. First, the legal definition
of hate speech, racism, and incitement to violence is not universal, but
varies from country to country. In Germany, for example, the legislature
gave special attention to Antisemitic hate speech, in view of the history of
the Holocaust and the extermination of Jews in the country (Glaun, 2021).
In other countries, such as New Zealand, legislation against hate speech
and hate crimes does not focus on Antisemitism, but on concepts more
relevant to local history, such as racism or homophobia (Vergani et al.,
2024). In some European countries, the treatment of traveler communities

receives a prominent place in legal definitions of hate speech, whereas in
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Israel this is not a central issue (Vergani et al., 2024). The meanings and
emphases regarding hate speech and incitement change from country to
country and language to language. For instance, in Korea, a significant
portion of online hate speech is based on affiliation with age groups,
specific regions in the country, or specific religious communities (Ryu &
Lee, 2025). This means that identifying hate speech requires mechanisms
and researchers well-versed in local history and culture, and universal
criteria cannot be set for it.

Second, as Austrian Antisemitism researcher Ruth Wodak writes, many
messages of the populist right, based on the politics of fear, rely on "dog
whistles" — content that is not explicit, but implied, requiring in-depth
familiarity with the local context and culture to identify (Wodak, 2015).
Hate speech and incitement to violence are not a fixed variable, but
tightly bound to local culture and history. Without knowing the history
of Antisemitism, for example, including prejudices toward Jews as an
ethnic group and the traits attributed to them — which served to incite and
spread hatred against them for centuries — it will be difficult to identify
hints and references to those themes in contemporary content. The same
applies to other minority groups, from Muslims in India to Afghan
immigrants in Iran (Baider, 2023; Lindgren et al., 2024; Parvaresh, 2023;
Wodak, 2015). In other words, any attempt to reliably, seriously, and
systematically analyze and monitor hate speech in the media will require
in-depth familiarity with the content, history, local culture, language, and

its developing uses — both overt and implied.

Third, in attempts made in recent years to locate hate speech, racism,
and incitement using Al-based tools, the task proved complex in other
respects as well (Albladi et al., 2025; Fasching & Lelkes, 2025). For
example, a study in which over a million sentences were reviewed to
identify offensive content revealed that each of the large language models
(LLMs) identified different sentences as containing hate speech. That
is, identical sentences received different analyses when examined via
Grok, ChatGPT, and others. In other words, despite the hope raised by

the impressive capabilities of large language models to analyze massive
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datasets quickly, at this stage they cannot be used to identify hate speech
without human intervention or supervision.

[3] Treatment of Journalists and Media Outlets

A third criterion distinguishing between journalistic and anti-media
media outlets concerns the treatment of critical and independent
journalists and media outlets. In the past decade, with increased vigor,
many media outlets use a journalistic facade to attack and smear,
often without factual basis, journalists and media outlets expressing
criticism of the government or independence from its grip (Panievsky,
2025). Researchers in Eastern Europe described these media outlets as
part of the "illiberal sphere", and in Hong Kong as part of "anti-liberal
journalism" (George, 2023; Stétka & Mihelj, 2024). These media outlets
invest extensive broadcast time, resources, and energy in harsh criticism,
escalating to defamation and sometimes incitement, not only against
liberal values or their representatives in the public space, but also against
journalists and media outlets carrying out their journalistic work. In some
countries, they depend on public resources such as broadcast frequencies
or licenses. In other countries, these media outlets — primarily websites
and other low-cost production media — are funded by private donors,
investors, or political operatives. However, this criterion does not address
the ownership structures or commercial and political interests of the
media outlet, but only the content they promote and their participation
in undermining public trust and perceptions toward specific journalists,
newsrooms, and "the media" as a collective concept (Ladd & Podkul,
2020; Panievsky et al., 2025; Van Dalen, 2021; Yamamoto et al., 2022).

Most research on the topic in the past decade focused on efforts by
the political elite, especially in the populist right, to attack the media
and intimidate it. Leaders such as Donald Trump, Benjamin Netanyahu,
and Narendra Modi appear frequently in studies on their attempts to
marginalize the media in their countries and reshape it (Adams, 2020;
Boczkowski & Papacharissi, 2018; Carlson et al., 2022; Harrison &
Pukallus, 2021; Lacatus & Meibauer, 2023; Panievsky, 2021; Rogenhofer
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& Panievsky, 2020). At the same time, limited attention was directed at
the efforts of populist media to participate in that same campaign against
journalism, and at times even lead it. Media outlets of this type — some
affiliated directly with populist right-wing parties, some completely
separate from them, and some maintaining non-transparent reciprocal
relations with them — arose in several countries simultaneously. In India,
for example, researchers dedicated attention to the attack on the media by
the pro-Modi right-wing website Oplndia (Bhat & Chadha, 2020, 2022).
As Singaporean researcher Cherian George wrote, these media outlets
warrant far broader scholarly attention (George, 2023).

[4] Echoing Government Propaganda

The definitions proposed over the years for the concept of "propaganda"
are numerous and varied. Interest in this concept flourished in the United
States in the mid-20th century, waned toward its end, and is currently
enjoying renewed interest, at times under the heading of "disinformation"
or "fake news" (Sotirovic, 2019). However, a clear, agreed-upon, and
concrete distinction between journalism and propaganda was never made,
neither in the journalistic field nor in the research field. In fact, attempts
to restrict the journalistic profession according to a variety of criteria were
perceived by some media researchers as "boundary work" — attempts to
push outside the journalistic field new players who challenge the system,
in order to preserve the status and authority of professional journalists
(Carlson, 2016, 2018; Lewis, 2012; Nygaard, 2020; Revers, 2014). In the
media itself, there is also traditional resistance to establishing defining
and limiting criteria for "journalism" and "journalist," for fear they will
serve as a tool to restrict the press by the government or other external
actors. Yet without distinguishing criteria, the manipulative use of a
journalistic facade will continue to empower political actors seeking to
replace journalistic scrutiny with political propaganda.

When a media outlet is used to disseminate propaganda of a party,
politician, or any political movement, this stands in direct contradiction

to the most important role of journalism in a democratic society: criticism
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of power-holders in society, foremost among them the government, as
part of the system of checks and balances (Bennett & Serrin, 2005).
Therefore, in the model we propose to distinguish between journalism
and anti-media media, we address the systematic, uncritical echoing
of government and political propaganda. Another relevant concept to
consider in this regard is "political parallelism". Political parallelism refers
to a pattern of relationships in which media outlets systematically echo
the views and agenda of specific political groups (Albuquerque, 2018).
In the past, studies on political parallelism primarily dealt with media
systems and media outlets directly owned by a party, as was common in
some countries, for example in Israel in the initial decades following the
establishment of the state (Hallin et al., 2025; Hallin & Mancini, 2004;
Meyers, 2005; van Kempen, 2007). In recent years, however, researchers
have documented attempts by politicians, such as outgoing Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban, to create politically mobilized media even
without formal and direct party ownership (Bajomi-Lazar, 2013; Griffen,
2020).

In the United States, several researchers recently raised question marks
regarding the definition of cable channel Fox News as a journalistic
media outlet rather than a propaganda arm of the Republican Party or
the MAGA movement (Bauer et al., 2022; Nadler & Bauer, 2019). This
type of overlap, between the talking points of a politician or party and the
content of a media outlet, requires a two-step analysis: first, analyzing
the primary messages distributed by the relevant political actors in that
period; and second, analyzing the content distributed in the media outlet
to examine the degree of alignment between them. This is, of course, a
limited index; without constraints of time or resources, there would be
room to attempt identifying the coordinated "silences" of media outlets
and the politicians they serve (for instance, what topic was not covered
in the news edition because it did not align with the messages of the
politician or party it supports). Additional indications that could enrich
this complex-to-measure criterion include a media change of direction
coinciding with a political change of direction. We will attempt to provide
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examples of this type of indication in the analysis of Channel 14 presented
below.

Gase Study: Channel 14 as a Flagship Example of Anti-Media
MEdia

To demonstrate the model we developed for identifying and classifying
anti-media media (Panievsky, 2026), we chose to use the case of Channel
14. Channel 14 is a good example of a media outlet that shelters under
the protections of freedom of expression and press freedom, serves as a
regular platform for the Prime Minister and other senior political figures
in his circle, and claims the treatment, prestige, and credibility attributed
to a journalistic media outlet. This is despite being accused of failing to
fulfill the roles of media in a democratic society, and even demonstrably
harming them: spreading conspiracy theories and falsehoods debunked in
the past, echoing the changing messages of the Netanyahu administration,
and spreading hate speech and incitement to violence against various
groups in and outside Israeli society (see, for example: Persico, 2023,
2025a, 2025b).

Channel 14: History and Background

Channel 14 is an Israeli television channel owned by Yitzchak Mirilashvili,
son of oligarch Michael Mirilashvili (B"Z, 2022). It was founded in 2014
under the name "Channel 20" as a dedicated channel for Jewish heritage
broadcasting. The channel consistently violated license terms, according
to which it was required to focus on religious and traditional broadcasting
and refrain from engaging in news and current affairs to enjoy various
regulatory benefits (such as exemption from structural separation,
original production obligations, or permission to broadcast commercials).
The serial violation of the license terms exposed Channel 20 to sanctions
from the supervisory body, the Cable and Satellite Broadcasting Council.
In 2015, the channel was fined 100,000 shekels after broadcasting an
election rally of Benjamin Netanyahu, chairman of Likud and Prime
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Minister (B"Z, 2022). That same year, it was fined again, in the amount
of 150,000 shekels, following the broadcast of news flashes without a
license (B"Z, 2022). In 2017, a violation proceeding was initiated against
it following the broadcast of a news interview with the Prime Minister
(B"Z, 2022).

In 2018, Prime Minister Netanyahu advanced an amendment to the
Second Authority Law — the supervisory body for commercial television
channels that are not dedicated — that would allow Channel 20 to turn
from a dedicated channel for religious and traditional affairs into a general
channel focusing on current affairs and competing with Channels 12, 13,
and 11 (B"Z, 2022; Tausig, 2023; Persico, 2023). In this amendment, the
channel was defined as a "micro-channel," and a temporary provision
was applied to it exempting it from most regulatory obligations imposed
on competing channels (Tausig, 2023; Persico, 2023). For example, it is
exempt from the obligation imposed on other news channels to finance
original productions to support the market for original film and television
production. Furthermore, it was not required to establish a separate news
company from the channel to moderate owner interference in broadcasts —
unlike, for example, the Channel 12 News company separated from Keshet
12. In addition, the legislative amendment transferred supervision over the
channel from the Cable and Satellite Council to the Second Authority — a
shakier and weaker regulator (B"Z, 2020, 2022).

In the years that followed, Netanyahu governments renewed the
temporary provision repeatedly, granting the channel cumulative benefits
and concessions estimated to be worth at least tens of millions of shekels
by exempting it from regulatory obligations such as paying for original
productions, broadcasting from Jerusalem, license fees via payments to
the Second Authority, establishing a separate news company, prohibition
of cross-ownership, prohibition of full ownership, or rules regarding
linear broadcasting on Idan Plus and OTT platforms (Egri, 2024a). Over
the years, Netanyahu worked consistently to promote the channel to the
broad public, both through direct promotion via his popular social media
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accounts and by turning it into the exclusive platform for interviews with
the Prime Minister of Israel in the Israeli media (Egri, 2024a).

As part of the series of governmental benefits, in January 2021,
Channel 20 became a primary broadcast channel. Its name was changed
and it began broadcasting on channel slot 14 (Egri, 2024a). Since then,
the channel has competed with the three central television channels in
Israel: two commercial channels (12 and 13) and one public (Kan 11),
which, despite the rise in use of social media and sectoral media, remain
popular and influential sources of journalism and news in a country where
the scope of news consumption has always been exceptionally high
(Markowitz-Elfassi et al., 2018; Neiger, 2023). In June 2024, broadcasts
of an additional news channel, i24NEWS, began on channel slot 15.

In January 2023, with the establishment of the sixth Netanyahu
government and the start of the judicial overhaul, the channel's popularity
rose, after years in which ratings remained negligible despite concessions
and benefits (Egri, 2024a). This was due, among other things, to meager
investment in broadcast content — many times less than what is customary
on competing channels; exclusive focus on low-budget studio content;
and the complete absence of drama, comedy, or reality content. In average
general ratings, Channel 14 fluctuates to this day between second and
fourth place, because it does not broadcast reality or drama programs
and due to the extreme nature of its content. However, in the news
prime-time slot — critical regarding the connection between journalism
and democracy — it is regularly in second place in viewership numbers in
Israel, after market-leading Channel 12.

Throughout all these years, the channel enjoyed the favor of the regulator
and legislature, which exempted it from the rules and obligations binding
its competitors, but also protection from the liberal camp in Israel, which
sanctifies freedom of expression and press freedom. Thus, for example,
an editorial in the liberal newspaper Haaretz (2022), under the headline
"Leave Channel 14 Alone", argued:

Channel 14 is not a model of journalism, to put it mildly, but nonethe-
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less, there is no place for the petition by the Yesh Atid party against
it to the Central Elections Committee. In Yesh Atid, they sought to
declare the channel and its owner, billionaire Yitzchak Mirilashvili, as
'active election entities' and obligate them to 'label' their broadcasts as
propaganda broadcasts.

In the years following 7 October 2023, government efforts to benefit
Channel 14 continued through a series of legislative initiatives intended
to contribute to promoting the channel and weakening its competitors
(Gueta, 2026).

Research Design and Methodology

This study examines the content broadcast on the most-watched programs
on Channel 14 during 12 randomly selected broadcast days in 2024. Such
year was selected for two primary reasons: first, it being a fateful year
in the history of the State of Israel, following the October 7 massacre
and with the wars that ensued; and second, as a year in which a turning
point occurred in the scope of the channel's influence and visibility (B"Z,
2024; Wertheim, 2024; Cohen, 2023). The research corpus includes 24
current-affairs and news programs and totals 275 items broadcast on
Channel 14 during 2024. In the study, all items broadcast on the two
most-watched programs on each of the dates included in the sample
were analyzed. The items were analyzed through viewing, based on the
understanding that using written transcripts may miss emotional effects
and visual components of importance for coding purposes (for example,
in certain cases, the contrast between spoken content and accompanying
visual content creates the complete effect).

The analysis relied on the criteria detailed above and their translation
into concrete classification categories. After a pilot study in which two
coders coded all items broadcast on two Channel 14 programs to ensure
the codebook was relevant, useful, and effective, we built the sample.
We chose to focus on one year — 2024. We randomly sampled 12 dates
throughout that year (all on weekdays, since the channel does not broadcast
on Saturdays; the full list of dates is attached in the appendix). Access to
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content included viewing programs recorded in the Channel 14 archive.
On each date in the sample, all items in the two most-watched programs
on the channel (mostly The Patriots1 and the Main Evening News) were
analyzed. Every report, studio discussion, or opening monologue was
considered an analysis unit. Each unit was marked with an identifying
number, composed of the broadcast date and its position in the program
sequence. In total, 275 items broadcast on Channel 14 during 2024 were
analyzed.

The analysis of the items was conducted via thematic discourse
analysis —a text-guided analysis method identifying recurrence of themes,
categories, and key patterns in the research corpus (Boyatzis, 1998;
Braun & Clarke, 2023; Fereday & Muir-Cochrane, 2006). The thematic
discourse analysis was translated into numerical coding, enabling analysis
of both key patterns in the coded content (for example, what conspiracy
theories appeared in Channel 14 broadcasts in coded programs) and their
dominance in the research corpus (for example, how dominant conspiracy
theories were in coded items). This method combines qualitative and
quantitative approaches to media content analysis, strengthening their
advantages and reducing their disadvantages.

For the study, we built a codebook with analytical categories designed
to anchor the theoretical model distinguishing between journalism
serving democratic discourse and that harming it, or in other words,
between journalism and anti-media. The codebook is divided into criteria
translating the theoretical model into concrete distinctions: (1) Treatment
of facts, refutable falsehoods, and conspiracy theories, before and after
publication; (2) Dissemination of hatred, racism, and incitement to
violence; (3) Treatment of critical and independent journalists and media
outlets; (4) Uncritical echoing of government propaganda. The codebook
includes questions such as: Does erroneous information appear in a given
sampled item that can be refuted? Is any conspiracy theory mentioned
in the item, and if so, which? Does hate speech or racism appear in the
item, and if so, toward whom is it directed? Does explicit incitement to
violence appear in the item?

Anti-Media Media: Channel 14 as a Case Study for a New Model 'E

2028 26 177 I



Coding Falsehoods and Conspiracy Theories

Coders were instructed to code in this category only refutable empirical
falsehoods and unfounded conspiracy theories, similar to the criterion used
by Staender et al. (2024). In other words, statements such as "Netanyahu
is an excellent prime minister" or "this is a period of miracles" were not
coded here as refutable falsehoods, because these are impressions or
opinions, not erroneous factual claims like incorrect reporting on public
opinion polls or references to events that did not occur. Two questions in
the codebook captured this criterion: "Do clear falsehoods appear in the
item that can be refuted? (Possible answers: 0 No; 1 Yes; 2 Unclear/Hard
to decide)", and "Is a conspiracy theory mentioned in the item? (Possible
answers: 0 No, 1 Yes — treason, 2 Yes — protesters and opposition are
operated by foreign agents, 3 Yes — framing of Netanyahu's cases, 4
Unclear/Hard to decide)".

Coding Hate Speech, Racism, and Incitement

There are various ways to define and measure hate speech, racism,
and incitement to violence. One accepted definition is any speech that
"expresses, encourages, provokes, or incites violence against a group of
individuals with a specific characteristic or set of characteristics, such
as race, ethnic origin, gender, religion, nationality, or sexual orientation"
(Parekh, 2012, p. 40).

In the codebook, we used two questions to capture this criterion, with
the first focusing on hate speech in sampled items and the second on
racism and incitement to violence. The questions were drafted in the
codebook as follows: "Does hate speech or racism appear in the item?
(Possible answers: 0 No, 1 Yes — against Palestinians, 2 Yes — against Arab
citizens of Israel, 3 Yes — against left-wingers, protesters, and government
opponents, 4 Yes — against the LGBT community, 5 Unclear/Hard to say)",
and "Does explicit incitement to violence appear in the item? (Possible
answers: 0 No, 1 Yes — call for violence toward Palestinians, 2 Yes —
call for violence toward Arab citizens of Israel, 3 Yes — call for violence
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against left-wingers, protesters, and government opponents, 4 Yes — call
for violence against the LGBT community, 5 Unclear/Hard to say).

In both questions, the drafting of possible answers was based on
in-depth, prolonged, and systematic prior viewing of Channel 14 content
and close familiarity with the dominant content broadcast on it (Egri,
2024a), as well as on a pilot study in which two sample programs were
coded to ensure the codebook was useful and relevant. Furthermore, in
both questions, more than one category could be marked, as in many cases
hate speech in the sample included references to more than one group (for
example, Palestinians and also left-wingers, or the LGBT community and
also protesters).

Coding Treatment of Journalists and Journalistic Media Outlets

Another key component in anti-medua media outlets in the current decade,
as well as in the rhetoric of populist leaders, is a systematic attack on
journalistic media outlets (Panievsky, 2026). Therefore, this category was
coded based on the following question: "Does criticism of journalists,
specific media outlets, or 'the media' in general appear in the item?
Possible answers: 0 No, 1 Yes — legitimate criticism claiming the media is
politically biased or factually mistaken, 2 Yes — unfounded criticism that
is not inciting, 3 Yes — criticism comparing journalists or media outlets to
enemies of the state and traitors, 4 Unclear/Hard to say".

The goal here is to distinguish between legitimate media criticism,
which is an important and even vital part of a functioning democracy;
legitimate but erroneous media criticism, which aligns with the previous
criterion of refutable falsehoods; and illegitimate criticism encouraging
harassment and incitement against journalists and media outlets
criticizing the government. Previous findings indicate that public opinion
in Israel, particularly among Netanyahu supporters, echoes this type of
delegitimization as well (Panievsky et al., 2024).
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Coding Uncritical Echoing of Government Propaganda

This criterion was more complex to analyze, and was therefore examined
in two stages. In the first stage, a thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke,
2023) was conducted of the key messages of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in the timeframe corresponding to our sample of Channel 14
broadcasts. To distill Netanyahu's talking points during that period, his
official statements — including speeches, press conferences, and press
releases — were collected from the official YouTube channel of the Prime
Minister of Israel.2 In total, 289 YouTube videos were analyzed. The
central themes that emerged in the analysis are detailed in the Findings
Chapter, and include, among others: describing Netanyahu's trials as a
"witch hunt"; media channels not loyal to Netanyahu as "panic channels";
the campaign in Gaza as one that will end in "total victory"; Hamas's
refusal as the sole obstacle to reaching a deal for the release of hostages
from Gaza; military pressure as the exclusive means to return the hostages;
and protesters against the war and the government as an "extremist and
violent minority".

After the qualitative classification of the central themes in government
propaganda as they appeared in Netanyahu's official statements, we
moved to the second stage of analysis, the quantitative one, during which
instances of these messages — without criticism or alternative journalistic
framing — were coded in programs included in the sample. This coding
was done alongside the coding of the other criteria, in the same Excel file.
The alignment between messages issued by Netanyahu's office and those
broadcast on the most-watched programs on Channel 14 in the relevant
period served us to demonstrate uncritical echoing of government
propaganda.
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Findings
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From right to left: conspiracy theories, incitement to violence, criticism of
journalists, hate speech, falsehoods, propaganda.

In the findings chapter, we shall present descriptive statistics including
the number and rate of items on Channel 14 that corresponded to the
four categories we developed for identifying anti-media media. The
presentation of each criterion will be accompanied by sample quotes from
the materials.

[1] Treatment of Facts, Refutable Falsehoods and Gonspiracy
Theories

In 34% (N=94) of the items, refutable false assertions were found,
meaning, facts and not opinions or assessments, for which reliable
contradicting information exists — which appeared across the 24 sampled
programs. In this category, controversial opinions or unfounded positions
were not counted, but only factual references to information already
proven incorrect (for example, erroneous coverage of public opinion
polls, references to events that did not take place, etc.).

n
[—-]
[—-]
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Below are several examples of publishing facts that were coded as
false: "Also regarding stopping the war, in every poll, it’s a very small
percentage of the people of Israel. The people of Israel are much more
determined than the IDF Spokesperson’s appearance tonight, regarding
defeating Hamas, toppling Hamas, and destroying Hamas" (Yotam Zimri,
The Patriots, 6 February 2024). Unlike what was said in the studio, polls
consistently showed that the overwhelming majority in Israeli society —
about 70 percent — supported the signing of an agreement to end the war
(Deitch et al., 2025; Hermann et al., 2025; Kushmaro, 2025).

Another example concerned the claim that legislative initiatives to
change the judicial system in Israel did not truly create a rift or fear
among the people, and that these were the domain of a limited elite only.
As Irit Linur claimed:

"I remind you, there were people walking around with the feeling that
there is a rift in the nation, and that the nation is alarmed by the judi-
cial reform. That was never the case, and certainly these things never
were, paraphrasing the poet Rachel. There was television there, there
were inversions of numbers there, there were strikes in academia and
indoctrination, and people who entrenched themselves in all kinds of
positions you can't move them from (The Patriots, 20 March 2024).

Contrary to these statements, the attempt to pass a dramatic judicial
reform sparked immense public protest in Israel, exceptional in scope,
which lasted for long months and included, according to police estimates
as well, millions of citizens (see, for example: Eliran & Deitch, 2023;
Hermann & Anabi, 2023).

Furthermore, broadcasts on the channel claimed that protests against
Israel on campuses in the United States are funded by entities funding
"left-wing organizations" in Israel. According to Amir Ivgi, "the spreading
protests on campuses in the United States are known for their anti-Israel
and Antisemitic line. Now it turns out that the foundations behind the
protests there also fund and transfer money to a series of left-wing
organizations here in the country" (The Main Evening News, 8 May
2024). Yet unlike what was claimed in the studio, the report published
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by the US Congress, upon which the report ostensibly relied, refuted
the claim, and the Trump administration even emphasized this (Klein &
Bar-Meir, 2025).

In addition, in 10.55% of the items (N=27), conspiracy theories lacking
factual basis appeared. These theories share a common premise: behind
the scenes, there is a plot by many people and organizations acting secretly
and maliciously to harm one politician: Benjamin Netanyahu.

The first theory recurring in the sample preceded October 7 and the
war in Gaza — the "framed cases" theory regarding Netanyahu's criminal
charges. According to the theory, energetically promoted by Netanyahu
himself, government ministers, his supporters, and his attorneys — the
investigations and indictments against the Prime Minister are part of a
"witch hunt" conducted by the Israel Police, the State Attorney's Office,
the Attorney General, and Israeli media, which involves hundreds of
investigators, prosecutors, and journalists at all ranks, who for more than
a decade maliciously, planned, and deliberately invented charges, biased
witnesses, and fabricated evidence against Netanyahu to cut short his
political career. Unlike specific claims regarding investigative failures
and the like, which have support or basis, the "framed cases" theory
contradicts known facts and reasonable logic, cannot be proven, and has
never been provided with supporting evidence.

Thus, for example, the "framed cases" theory recurred in the sampled
Channel 14 programs:

Netanyahu's trial resumed today with the testimony of former Nation-
al Fraud Unit commander, Assistant Commissioner Coresh Barnoor.
The cross-examination, on its second day, dealt with Barnoor's witch
hunt in the Prime Minister's cases and the approvals to open an inves-
tigation (Maggie Tabibi, The Main Evening News, 9 April 2024)

Listen, today I am truly sad. After the testimony we saw of Coresh
Barnoor in the Netanyahu trial, it must be said with sorrow that a
group of senior officials in Israel decided to oust a sitting Prime Min-
ister, and committed all offenses and violations of the law in order to
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meet this task [...] You cannot ignore this, truly; five hundred years
from now when the history of the people of Israel is written, this will
be remembered. It is simply a disgrace (Guy Bossi, The Patriots, 9
April 2024).

There is a system here that joined together as a conspiracy to topple
a sitting Prime Minister (Yaki Adamker, The Patriots, 5 December
2024).

Let's tell the truth, fine, it's not the testimony and it's not the war and
it's not bribery, all these cases are framed. All these cases are a witch
hunt, all these cases are because his name is Netanyahu (Itamar Fleis-
chmann, The Patriots, 5 December 2024).

Guy Bossi: I speak with many senior criminal attorneys, and all of
them tell me, all of them, without exception, that Mr. Netanyahu and
Elovitch are innocent in Case 4000. But they add that there is no
chance this court will acquit them. But I want to say something from a
bird's-eye view. The conduct of the State Attorney's Office in this case
is a disgrace. It is a shame.

Irit Linur: It is criminal, Bossi.

[...] Guy Bossi: I appeal to Elyakim Rubinstein and Aharon Barak,
stop this farce. What is happening here, the three judges don't have
courage. Let them grow balls, and do what they need to do — stop the
crazy trial, this is unacceptable [...] We must ask ourselves in fairness,
how did it reach a situation where senior state prosecutors, senior in-
vestigators in Israel, believe with whole faith that the sitting Prime
Minister is a demon, that he is a thief, that he is corrupt, without any
evidence. Let it be clear, there was no evidence, they simply marked
the target and shot the arrows. How the elite of the State Attorney's
Office and the elite of the police, that's what they are (The Patriots,
20 March 2024).

The "framed cases" conspiracy is a local development of a conspiracy
theory imported from the United States, that of "The Deep State" (Berg,
2023; Horwitz, 2022; Michaels, 2018). According to this theory, the
country is not governed by elected officials, but by a secret network
of civil service members (officials, judges, prosecutors, and more),

Anti-Media Media: Channel 14 as a Case Study for a New Model 'E

2028 26 177 I



academia, and the media, all acting in coordination against the elected
leader and against the will of the people. This conspiracy theory takes
various forms in different countries and periods, and was used among
other things to spread Antisemitism (Berg, 2023). This is how the version
of this conspiracy theory sounded in sampled Channel 14 broadcasts: "In
the absolute end, there is a sovereign here who is not allowed to govern!
There is an elected government here unable to govern because a gang of
officials, strong and carrying a long tradition of statesmanship and all that
talk, simply will not let it govern (Erel Segal, The Main Evening News,
5 December 2024).

In the sample of Channel 14 content, the theory also appeared in an
Antisemitic context, whereby wealthy Jews are behind the protests
against the war in Gaza at universities worldwide, for example: "Pritzker,
Soros, and Gelman are the ones who funded the campus protests (Moshe
Cohen Elia, The Patriots, 6 February 2024).

However, the most common conspiracy theory in our sample is that
of "treason". This too is a long-standing conspiracy theory, whose most
famous appearance was in Nazi propaganda regarding the "stab in the
back of the nation", intended to explain failure in World War I. In Israel,
the theory was born on October 7 itself, intended to explain the failure
in repelling the Hamas attack. Netanyahu, his circle, and his supporters
adopted it as part of the campaign to remove responsibility for the failure
from the government, and as part of the preceding campaign to smear
protest organizations against the judicial overhaul. According to the
"treason" conspiracy, the Hamas attack on October 7 was the product of
cooperation, passive or active, direct or indirect, between the murderous
terrorist organization and Israeli "traitors from within". The group
included in this theory expanded over the war to include the top tier of the
defense establishment and other parts of it, protest organizations, critical
journalists, opposition representatives, and even families of hostages and
murder victims who criticized the government's conduct. In the sample
from Channel 14 broadcasts, this was expressed, for example, as follows:
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The restart for the state needs to be done from the deep state. Now,
what is the deep state? People think it's some High Court octopus like
that, with all its arms: media, Mossad, Shin Bet, police, that's all true.
But that's not the main thing. The deep state is an organic system. The
High Court didn't order Uri Sagi, a colonel, to remove me from the
cockpit. It didn't order the Chief of Staff to appoint that questionable
inquiry committee, it didn't order Blinken to tell him: I'm coming to
meet you secretly, and it didn't order General Toledano: listen, answer
insolently to Minister Strook — rather, there is a system here function-
ing organically, consciously, masterfully, for 120 years already. And
in the end, it reaches the same danger, when the Southern Command
Chief, the Shin Bet Director, the Chief of Staff, and the Head of Mil-
itary Intelligence sit and decide: we will not wake the Prime Minister
(Shai Kalach, The Patriots, 28 February 2024).

The Air Force Commander closes ranks here with all the elites to laun-
der the great crime committed against the Jewish people in 2023 by
the likes of 'Brothers in Arms' and that is very troubling. I ask myself
how much can we rely on the judgment of an Air Force Commander
who acts as a link within an oiled system trying to carry out conscious-
ness engineering, with authority (Moshe Cohen Elia, The Patriots, 18
July 2024).

In summary, in 34% (N=94) of the sampled items, refutable false assertions
were found, and 10.55% of the items (N=27) included conspiracy theories
lacking factual basis. This is an exceptionally high rate. On the spectrum
mapped by Staender and colleagues, Channel 14 stands closer to the
category of "extreme misinformation" than to the category of "moderate
bias", which is the most common on alternative news sites in Western
countries (Staender et al., 2024).

[2] Dissemination of Hatred, Racism, and Incitement to Violence

In 16% of the sampled items (N=44), instances of hatred, racism, and
incitement were identified. Most hate speech appearing on Channel
14 broadcasts was directed toward government opponents. Thus, for
example, opposition politicians such as Members of Knesset Ofer Cassif
and Yair Golan were labeled enemies of Israel:
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Member of Knesset Ofer Cassif from the Joint List, in another per-
formance of solidarity with the enemy, launches an attack against Is-
rael and accuses it of war crimes (Maggie Tabibi, The Main Evening
News, 14 August 2024).

Have you learned nothing??? People were killed here! Women were
raped, because of your madness! Your craziness, you destroyed a
country! You, Yair Golan, are a criminal! The way you speak, you are
a criminal, you are inciting, you are dismantling the State of Israel!
You are a criminal individual who does not deserve to be in a demo-
cratic country! (Yinon Magal, The Patriots, 18 July 2024).

In some cases, attempts to portray opposition leaders as enemies of the
state and haters of their people included additional groups in Israeli
society, for example lecturers and researchers in universities:
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What are the admission requirements to be junior or senior faculty?
Being Antisemitic? The more Antisemitic you are, the more you are
promoted? You see people who are genuinely, literally, terror support-
ers, and nevertheless they are in academia [...] Those same people
are also the ones who pass this content to the likes of Yair Golan and
the IDF Spokesperson and feed it (Dror Kapach, The Patriots, 3 June
2024).

Alongside this, protesters against the Netanyahu government were labeled
partners of the Hamas terrorist organization and other state enemies:

Sinwar sits, from the seventh of October, a few days later this cam-
paign began marking Netanyahu as solely guilty, and all he does is
rub his hands with pleasure and say thank you very much to whoever
leads this campaign, thank you very much to whoever pumps it, thank
you very much to whoever pours millions into billboards. And this is
what these people need to know — that when we are fighting for our
fate in the Land of Israel, for our right to exist, they go and give a
gift to Sinwar and our greatest enemies in Gaza and the world (Yaki
Adamker, The Patriots, 28 February 2024).

They also pass the content to the Americans, when someone needs
to inform, as was the custom of certain Jews throughout history [...]
There was a name in history for those Jews (Yotam Zimri, The Patri-
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ots, 3 June 2024).

The idea is to create chaos, disrupt, harass, they don't really care, not
about the hostages, they want to topple the government, everything
else is cynical use, whether it’s hostages, bereaved families, anything
possible (Shai Goldstein, The Patriots, 20 March 2024).

You are a zealous, vengeful, irrelevant, petty camp, and I am so glad
that it is simply composed of a bunch of losers — the country is not
important to you! (Noam Fathi, The Patriots, 5 December 2024).

There will be no book, no text, and no seminar that does not address
the role of the insubordinates in what happened to us on October 7th
(Naveh Dromi, The Patriots, 28 February 2024).

Racism, primarily toward Palestinians, Muslims, and Arabs, also appeared
in this category. For example: "The nations of the world are now in a
process of Islamic conquest. We are talking about the Americans and the
Europeans, and the entire Western world is now in a process of Islamic
conquest" (Shai Goldstein, The Patriots, 20 March 2024); "Wherever
there are Arabs, there will be terrorism against Jews. That is unequivocal,
that I know" (Yotam Zimri, The Patriots, 14 August 2024).

In other cases, generalizing discourse of this type was directed toward
world Jewry as well: "Jews in the Democratic Party are the biggest
disaster for Israel, historically" (Dror Kapach, The Patriots, 14 August
2024); I don't know how to break it to you, but most Jews in the US are
on the side of the Muslims" (Yotam Zimri, The Patriots, 20 March 2024).

Furthermore, instances of incitement to violence, war crimes, and
genocide in the Gaza Strip were identified in 11.6% of the items (N=32).
For example, calls by broadcasters and reporters to halt humanitarian
aid to the Gaza Strip appeared in the sample: "Here, I bring this: stop
the humanitarian aid, stop the fuel, and stop the water" (Guy Bossi, The
Patriots, 8 May 2024); Or to conquer the Gaza Strip and carry out ethnic
cleansing as a means of punishment: "The enemy must pay in the currency
that matters to them. Which is, of course, land" (Irit Linur, The Patriots,
20 March 2024). In other cases, broadcasters called to cancel the trial
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of soldier Shalev Golan, who was arrested after an indictment was filed
against him for looting and taking weapons during his military service in
the Gaza Strip.

Many cases of this type — and even far more severe — were documented,
among other places, in petitions against Channel 14 and state authorities
refraining from enforcing the law (Persico, 2025a, 2025b). In May 2025,
civil society organizations and research institutes (The Democratic Bloc,
Zulat Institute, and the Movement for Fair Regulation) filed a petition
against the Israel Police, the State Attorney, and the Attorney General
demanding the opening of a criminal investigation against Channel 14,
claiming it broadcast "repeated statements constituting incitement to
genocide, incitement to violence, and incitement to racism" (Persico,
2025b). For example:

In the first day or two we should have killed a hundred thousand
[Gazans]... very few are perhaps human beings there. 90-something
percent are terrorists and involved! Not involved, there is no such
thing as not involved (Dani Neumann, The Main Evening News, 8
May 2024).

There are no innocents. Exactly that, when you say 'population’, there
is no population. There are two and a half million terrorists [...] The
moment there are no innocents in Gaza, there is no point to 'roof
knocking'. Because everyone is a terrorist (Eliyahu Yossian, The Pa-
triots, 29 October 2023)

There are no innocent people. Fleischmann speaks constantly about
the Nakba. In 48' they brought the Nakba upon themselves. Now they
will have a second Nakba, but a real one. To finish Ben-Gurion's work
(Naveh Dromi, The Patriots, 14 October 2023).

I expected much larger masses of killing among Hamas members and
among the citizens of Gaza who are all, as we know, not 'uninvolved'
(Dana Varon, The Patriots, 8 August 2024).

This is how all of Gaza should look, without one house, stone upon
stone (Yinon Magal, The Patriots, 1 April 2024).
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Any order that is not 'anyone who comes near you will be eliminated'
is a patently illegal order [...] No matter what the order is: you shoot to
kill (Itamar Fleischmann, The Patriots, 1 October 2024).

In the response filed by the Israel Police with the court, it was claimed
that the matter is under examination, but the examination will take an
unknown amount of time. The findings from the sample examined here
illustrate how prevalent this discourse was in the channel's broadcast
schedule during that period, and that it was not an exceptional finding in
the channel's content.

[3] Treatment of Critical and Independent Journalists and Media
Dutlets

In 13.5% of the items (N=37), criticism of journalists and media outlets
identified as critical of the government appeared. In some, specific
reporters were marked, in some, newsrooms were attacked, and in others,
the entire Israeli "media" was targeted. Here too, a distinction was made
between legitimate criticism and criticism of the type marking journalists
and media outlets as enemies of the state, for example:

Israeli media is a parody. It is a media against its country. It is simply
a wonderful thing (Yinon Magal, The Patriots, 9 April 2024).

What is happening in the media is truly, it’s like, one needs to deal
with a counter-attack by the media against Israel. That is more or less
the situation (Yinon Magal, The Patriots, 9 April 2024).

Only here, in some of the media outlets, do people struggle to part, if
not from Hamas, then at least from the unclear addiction to defeatism
(Tamir Morag, The Main Evening News, 6 February 2024).

One second, but I think you have an error in defining this discourse
as defeatist. There is a difference between the things said here on the
program and the things said in the media, or people like Yadlin who
say this, because from the first moment they didn't want to see Israel
win. They have one hatred for one person, for Netanyahu, as long as
he manages the war. As far as they are concerned, let Hamas win (Yaki
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Adamker, The Patriots, 9 April 2024).

What is happening in the media is simply a wondrous thing. All the
terminology they use is a mind game, it is consciousness engineering,
it is an unbelievable thing, I haven't yet seen a thing as despicable as
splitting a state memorial ceremony for a national disaster, I haven't
yet seen such a despicable thing, and the entire media cushions this
event (Yinon Magal, The Patriots, 27 August 2024).

In 4.73% of the items (N=13), journalists and media outlets were
compared to terrorist organizations, Nazis, Antisemites, and enemies of
the state due to their journalistic activity. For example:

Amir Oren is ultimately one of many at the newspaper Haaretz who
since October 7th simply do a terrible thing, harming our fighters,
harming the State of Israel, harming the war we are managing against
our greatest enemies. And here is the place to mention the thing that
is nothing less than a disgrace and still happens after such head-
lines, which is the fact that the State of Israel still transfers millions
of shekels annually to "Haaretz", whether through subscriptions for
senior IDF officialdom, whether through various advertisements via
the Government Press Office or various other bodies, it is time for a
newspaper that from within us, from within our people, causes this
harm, to also stop this economic funding (Yaki Adamker, The Patriots,
28 February 2024).
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This newspaper does damage. I am not calling to shut it down, okay?
But I'm saying, there is a boundary between not shutting down a news-
paper and starting to distribute it, for the state to distribute it via IDF
bases and the like. If you want to read the newspaper and be Antise-
mitic, knock yourself out. There is no reason for the State of Israel to
fund it, both through government advertising and through distribution
to various government bodies, so the time has come for the Minister of
Communications or the Minister of Defense, or whoever it may be, to
put a stop to it (Dror Kapach, The Patriots, 14 August 2024).

Yotam Zimri: "Amira Hass is really, I already told you that I prefer
pronouncing her last name differently [...]". Yinon Magal: "Here live
happily Amira and Rudolf Hoss" (The Patriots, 28 February 2024).
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Anat Matar and Amira Hass can establish a party together — identify-
ing with the enemy (Moshe Cohen Elia, The Patriots, 9 April 2024).

Regarding Ronen Bergman and the Barak Ravids of the world, I con-
stantly raise this point: you are Israelis. Your supreme loyalty is here.
Just because you work at The New York Times, you still identify as
Israeli, it is simply troubling to see how much the work of our enemies
is done many times by people from within (Moshe Cohen Elia, The
Patriots, 18 July 2024).

In summary, attacks on media outlets and journalists appeared in over
one-tenth of the items (13.5%), and almost 5% of all items in the sample
included delegitimization of journalists and comparing them to terrorist
organizations, Nazis, Antisemites, and enemies of the state.

[4] Uncritical Echoing of Government Propaganda

This criterion, as described in the methodological chapter, was examined
in two stages. In the first stage, we checked what the primary messages
of Prime Minister Netanyahu were in the months included in the sample.
The analysis of government propaganda during 2024, relying on frequent
press conferences and press releases from Netanyahu's office published
on the official YouTube channel of the Prime Minister of Israel, yielded
the following key messages:

"Witch hunt". Netanyahu's criminal trial is "framed," the product of
a malicious plot by Netanyahu opponents: "This is an organized witch
hunt" (Prime Minister's statement, 10 November 2024); "I am waiting to
expose the system of a cruel witch hunt [...] The people are not stupid,
they understood exactly what is happening here — political investigations
and a political witch hunt" (Press conference, 9 December 2024).

"Panic channels". The mainstream media broadcasts falsehoods and
misleads the public to provoke polarization, panic, and fear: "Media
fake news [...] poison and panic in the midst of war" (Prime Minister's
statement, 10 November 2024).
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"Total victory". Netanyahu as supreme commander will end the war
with the complete destruction of Hamas and not with an agreement with
it: "We will achieve total victory" (Prime Minister's statement, 20 May
2024); "I am more determined than ever to lead us to total victory" (Prime
Minister's statement, 10 November 2024).

"Hamas refusal". Hamas is the sole and exclusive obstacle to signing a
deal to release the hostages: "Israel is not the one preventing a deal. Hamas
is preventing a deal" (Cabinet meeting, 7 April 2024); "Hamas is the one
thwarting the release of our hostages" (Prime Minister's statement, 5 May
2024); "The one preventing the release of our hostages is Hamas, which
continues to oppose the framework, and not the Government of Israel,
which accepted it" (Cabinet meeting, 4 August 2024).

"Military pressure will release hostages": The hostages will be released
specifically due to the continuation of the military campaign by Israel, and
not through an agreement with Hamas: "The military pressure they exert
here [...] helps us advance the hostage deal" (Prime Minister's statement,
18 July 2024); "Entering Rafah serves two central war goals: returning
our hostages and eliminating Hamas. We already proved in the previous
hostage release — military pressure on Hamas is a necessary condition for
returning our hostages" (Prime Minister's statement, 7 May 2024).

"Extremist and violent minority". Whoever opposes the way Netanyahu
manages the war, like hostage families and their supporters, are traitors
from within who wish to disintegrate Israeli society:

At this moment, in the midst of the war, we must unite to repel the
attacks against us. This is the time for unity. But precisely at this time,
an extremist and violent minority is trying to drag the country into
division. There is nothing our enemies want more. They wish for in-
ternal division and baseless hatred to stop us a moment before victory
(Cabinet meeting, 7 April 2024).

In the second stage, the correlation between the messages of the Prime
Minister's Office and Channel 14 broadcasts in the same timeframe was
examined.

Anti-Media Media: Channel 14 as a Case Study for a New Model 'E

2028 26 177 I



In 40.4% of the sampled items (N=111), uncritical echoing or echoing
without journalistic framing of key government messages of that period
appeared. Furthermore, in one of the programs in the sample, an image
video for Prime Minister Netanyahu was broadcast (The Patriots, 20
March 2024), without framing or criticism. In another case, news edition
presenter Yinon Magal broadcast the program wearing a hat with the
slogan coined by Netanyahu's media advisors: "Total Victory" (The
Patriots, 6 March 2024). This hat appeared on many programs on the
channel, and Magal even attempted to sell such hats — an attempt cut short
following complaints by the Movement for Fair Regulation and coverage
of the initiative on The Seventh Eye website (Egri, 2024b).

Apart from external symbols, Netanyahu received sweeping
compliments, exclusive credit for successes, and blind trust, at times
avowedly:

First of all let us say, yesterday's decision, the one who remained alone
at the top and made the decision, with great boldness, with great cour-
age, is Benjamin Netanyahu (Yaakov Bardugo, The Main Evening
News, 31 July 2024).

I trust Netanyahu, even when he is under full anesthesia, more than I
trust Gantz or Lapid (Yinon Magal, The Patriots, 1 April 2024).

I see how he [Netanyahu] defends the interests of the State of Israel,
against all the weakening forces [...] You can count on him (Yinon
Magal, The Patriots, 18 July 2024).

I say wholeheartedly that I believe the Prime Minister, that if he asked
Yoram Cohen to conduct wiretaps, it was only for state security, be-
cause state security was harmed because our senior officials have a
big mouth (Erel Segal, The Main Evening News, 5 December 2024).

Alongside echoing Netanyahu's messages, broadcasting propaganda
videos on his behalf, and positive and praising commentaries, no criticism
of the Prime Minister was heard in the sampled content. In the future, there
is room to examine the possibility of refining the process and relying in
this criterion on computerized text analysis, and perhaps even Al-based
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analysis. The primary task — identifying the degree of overlap between
messages of the Prime Minister's Office and messages of the media
outlet — is a task matching the capabilities of large language models. This
criterion could even be refined thanks to technological developments
expected in the coming years.

The findings raise several conclusions and several questions. First, it
is evident that the criteria for identifying anti-media media — foremost
among them falsehoods and government propaganda — were consistently
and systematically present in Channel 14 content, both in the news
edition and on The Patriots program. Yet Channel 14 is not an isolated
case. In Israel, quite a few media outlets arose that operate similarly,
raising concerns of anti-media media to varying degrees (for example,
Israel Hayom, founded to promote Netanyahu [Benzaquen, 2015; Dahan
& Bentham, 2017; Grossman et al., 2022], or later developments such as
the Economic Channel owned by Yitzchak Mirilashvili, channel 124, or
the planned Channel 16). The next stage will be relying on the criteria
we designed to place them on the spectrum between journalism and
anti-media media as well. Likewise, it will be possible to examine similar
media outlets globally, in countries such as the United States, India, and
Hong Kong, according to these criteria (Chadha & Bhat, 2022; George
et al., 2025; Peck, 2019). Such a systematic examination could also
answer the question raised by American media researchers Bauer and his

colleagues: is Fox News a media outlet or a political machine? (Bauer et
al., 2022).

Second, in terms of treatment of facts, it seems the Israeli case is
more severe than those documented recently in other countries. As
stated, Staender et al. (2024) distinguished between four types of false
reporting appearing in alternative media outlets in France, Germany,
Switzerland, Britain, and the United States: moderate bias, heavy bias,
ideological misinformation, and extreme misinformation. In the cases
examined in their study, primarily the first two, more moderate types of

Anti-Media Media: Channel 14 as a Case Study for a New Model 'E

2028 26 177 I



bias were found. Among alternative media outlets with moderate bias,
for example, conspiracy theories were found in only 3% of content. A
direct comparison cannot be made between the cases, which differ across
varied parameters; however, the presence of conspiracy theories in over
one-tenth of the content on Channel 14, which is a popular television
channel and not a marginal news website, is an indication of the severe
state of the information environment in Israel. Future research could
examine the factors to which the severity of content on Channel 14 can
be attributed compared to parallel media outlets in other countries: is the
reason a lack of regulation? Government takeover of regulatory bodies?
The extreme affective polarization in Israel? And perhaps Netanyahu's
ongoing war against critical journalism?

Third, an alarming rate of items in which instances of hatred, racism, and
incitement were identified, was found (16%), and particularly hate calls
against Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, including incitement to violence,
war crimes, and genocide (11.6%). The content itself, and the examples
brought in the article, are also difficult to digest. It will be interesting to
examine further whether now, almost three years after October 2023, the
rate of hate instances on the channel has decreased, or if only the mix of its
targets changed (for example, more hatred toward protesters, less hatred
toward Gazans). While many studies monitor and analyze hate speech on
social media, and even use Al-based tools to shorten monitoring work,
limited research attention has so far been directed at monitoring and
analyzing expressions of hatred, racism, and incitement in media outlets.
In view of democratic backsliding in many countries worldwide and the
rise in populist authoritarianism, there is room to deepen our knowledge
on the dissemination of hatred and incitement in media outlets, and not

only on social media.

Gonclusion

The rise in attacks against press freedom worldwide, and the
manipulative use by populist politicians of mobilized media outlets to
harm the information environment required for any society striving to
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be democratic, obligate the journalistic world — both journalists and
media researchers — to develop tools to distinguish between journalism
and manipulative attempts to use a journalistic facade to disseminate
falsehoods, hatred, and propaganda (Panievsky, 2025, 2026). This article
takes a first step in this needed direction, attempting to develop indices that
will assist in placing media outlets on the spectrum between journalistic
media outlets and media outlets masquerading as such to spread
disinformation, propaganda, and hatred (Damstra et al., 2021; George,
2023; Palau-Sampio, 2023). The contribution of this article relates to two
levels: first, formulating four criteria for identifying anti-media media
outlets, and second, demonstrating the utility of this model through the
case of Israeli Channel 14.

We began by presenting the criteria for distinguishing between
journalism — intended to inform, criticize the government, create an
imagined community, and provoke discussion on current affairs — and
anti-media media, whose goals are entirely different, and at times opposite.
The criteria we proposed are normatively based on the history of writing
on the roles of journalism in societies striving to be democratic, and
include: (1) treatment of refutable falsehoods and conspiracy theories; (2)
dissemination of hatred, racism, and incitement to violence; (3) treatment
of journalists and journalistic media outlets; (4) echoing government
propaganda. We demonstrated the utility of the model for distinguishing
between journalism and anti-media media through the case study of
Channel 14. Through coding a sample of the channel's broadcasts during
2024, we found that the rate of items in which all criteria for identifying
anti-media media appear is exceptionally high, even in a comparative
perspective. Each of the criteria appeared in over one-tenth of the items
in the sample. The most dominant criterion, "echoing of government
propaganda”, appeared in over 40% of the items. Following it, the
most common criterion was "refutable falsehoods", which appeared in
34% of the content. Unfounded conspiracy theories also appeared in
over one-tenth of the items in the sample, led by the conspiracy theory
claiming that the Hamas attack on October 7th was the result of "treason".
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This finding provides further reinforcement for the findings of Nir and
his colleagues, who conducted audience research and found an alignment
between watching Channel 14 and believing in the conspiracy theory
(Persico, 2023).

The model we proposed here is relevant and effective for the Israeli
case. Culture-based coding will be necessary to refine it and adapt it for
application in other countries, but the basic criteria, stemming from a
normative view regarding the role of journalism in a democratic society,
remain intact. Alongside the many challenges posed by new technologies —
foremost among them Al-based large language models — to the journalistic
profession and media researchers, there are also opportunities. In the
context of the current study, we wish to direct attention to the potential
inherent in using artificial intelligence tools to distinguish between
journalistic and anti-media media outlets. This distinction has legal,
regulatory, and political implications. Future research in different
countries and journalistic cultures will be required to develop, sharpen,
and improve the pioneering anti-media media index presented here.

Notes

1 In 2020, following complaints regarding the content broadcast on the
program The Patriots, the Cable and Satellite Broadcasting Council
instructed the channel to add a disclaimer to the program whereby “The
program The Patriots is a current affairs program that may contain
satirical content. To the extent that satirical content is integrated into the
program, no other meaning or attempted harm shall be ascribed thereto”.
At present, the program is defined on the channel’s website as a “daily
satire program”, however, in practice, it features neither sketches nor
satire, but rather functions as a current affairs program in every respect,
with various commentators analyzing the day’s events.

2 https://www.youtube.com/@]IsraeliPM
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Appendix I: List of dates, 2024

6 February
28 February
11 March
20 March
9 April

8 May

3 June

18 July

31 July

14 August
27 August

5 December

*Since Channel 14 does not broadcast on weekends, the sample refers to

weekdays only.
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Russian-Language Media in Israel:
Bharacteristics, Gonsumption, and Impact

Alina Bradach-Yalov”

Abstract

The article examines Israeli Russian-language media and the way it is
perceived among repatriates from the former Soviet Union in Israel. The
study addresses three central questions: to what extent these repatriates are
familiar with Israeli Russian-language media outlets; what levels of trust
and hostility they attribute to them; and where they position them on the
political-ideological spectrum.

The article situates the discussion within a body of literature on right-wing
media as ideological and alternative media, trust and hostility toward media
outlets, media repertoires, ethnic media, and ideological ambiguity. The study
is based on three consecutive surveys conducted among repatriates from
the former Soviet Union, through which it examines patterns of familiarity
and consumption, political-ideological perceptions, and levels of trust and
hostility toward Israeli Russian-language media outlets.

Introduction

In recent decades, right-wing media has become increasingly important as a
force shaping both the public agenda as well as collective identity, extending
far beyond its role as a mere channel of information. This phenomenon is
conceptualized as an ideological media system that distinguishes itself from
mainstream media through its language and content, and functions as an
active political actor offering an alternative interpretation of reality. Scholars

emphasize that such media emerges from broader social contexts and fulfills
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a dual role: reinforcing existing perceptions while simultaneously mobilizing

and shaping new identities (Benkler et al., 2018).

In the United States, networks such as Fox News have become a model
of partisan media, generating narratives of “us” versus “them” (Jamieson &
Cappella, 2008). Similarly, in several European countries, populist media
outlets have strengthened the connection between right-wing parties and the
public through consistent criticism of the establishment and immigration
policies (Kramer, 2017; Nygaard, 2020). These comparisons demonstrate that
right-wing media constitutes a significant component of the socio-political
structure, influencing patterns of trust as well as citizens’ sense of belonging

or exclusion.

The Isracli case is not disconnected from these global developments,
yet it manifests in a distinctive local context. The present study focuses on
Israel’s Russian-speaking community, which numbers more than one million
people and represents a substantial demographic and political force. There
exists a significant research gap regarding the media consumption patterns
of this particular population, a gap that has become even more pronounced
following the wave of immigration triggered by the Russia—Ukraine war
that began in 2022. For these immigrants, Russian-language media serves
as a vital mechanism of socialization, fulfilling a dual function: preserving
their original identity and connection to their former homeland while
simultaneously helping them navigate the challenges of integration into

Israeli society.

The present study seeks to address three central research questions: To
what extent are immigrants from the former Soviet Union familiar with
Israeli Russian-language media outlets? What levels of trust and hostility do
they express toward these outlets? And where do they position these media
outlets on the political-ideological spectrum? Understanding the perceived
ideological positioning of Russian-language media is essential for assessing
the challenges faced by immigrants from the former Soviet Union and by
Israeli society as a whole. This is particularly important in light of the growing
influence of right-wing media, which draws inspiration from international

trends but is shaped by local social divisions and cultural contexts.
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Literature Review

Right-Wing Media as Ideological and Rlternative Media

Contemporary research suggests that right-wing media operates
simultaneously on two complementary dimensions: as ideological media that
anchors and shapes political identity, and as alternative media that defines
itself through criticism of, and opposition to, the mainstream. In both respects,
it is not viewed as a neutral channel for transmitting information, but rather as
a cultural-political agent actively involved in shaping the boundaries of the
public sphere (Benkler et al., 2018).

On the ideological level, media functions as part of a broader structure of
political meaning-making. As Hallin and Mancini (2004) demonstrate, media
outlets do not merely reflect reality; they actively construct it through the
selection, framing, and interpretation of issues. In this context, right-wing
populist media contributes to the development of a distinct collective identity
based on a narrative that portrays the mainstream as a detached and misleading
elite, in contrast to “the people”, whom alternative media claims to represent
(Kramer, 2017). This narrative creates a sharp “us versus them” dichotomy,

reinforcing political polarization and distrust in institutions (Nygaard, 2020).

This dynamic is also reflected in polarized structures of trust. Research
conducted by the Pew Research Center points to profound ideological
differences among American audiences regarding trust in the media.
Conservative audiences tend to express low levels of trust in mainstream
media and rely primarily on sources associated with their own political camp,
whereas liberal audiences generally display higher levels of trust in news
outlets and draw on a broader range of information sources (Pew Research
Center, 2025). As a result, distinct “trust fields” emerge, in which credibility
and legitimacy are evaluated according to group loyalty.

At the same time, right-wing media also functions as alternative media,
defining itself through its opposition to the media establishment. It constitutes
a hybrid space: on the one hand, it adopts professional journalistic practices,

while on the other, it presents itself as an alternative voice to established elites
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(Holt et al., 2019). Its alternative character is reflected not only in its content,
but also in its underlying stance—the rejection of mainstream authority and

the framing of the media as a site of political struggle.

Within this framework, exposure to alternative media has been linked to
declining trust in mainstream news outlets and increasing trust in media
perceived as “ours” (Andersen et al., 2023). This process contributes to the
emergence of a parallel media system in which group identity determines
the boundaries of knowledge and legitimacy. Simultaneously, alternative
media fulfills important communal and organizational functions by enabling
audiences to participate actively in content creation and dissemination and by
facilitating political mobilization and the formation of networks of collective
action (Atton, 2002; Downing, 2001; Kenix, 2011).

However, both the ideological as well as the alternative dimensions
involve a structural paradox. Although right-wing media presents itself as an
authentic, anti-establishment force operating outside the system, it functions
within a competitive media market and depends on economic models based
on advertising, subscriptions, or donations (Holt et al., 2019). Moreover,
much of its activity takes place on commercial platforms such as Facebook
and YouTube, which are governed by corporate logics of commercialization
and surveillance (Fuchs, 2014). Consequently, a persistent tension emerges
between ideological commitments and economic survival, whereby even
substantive political content is transformed into a “product” designed to

attract attention and user engagement.

In this sense, right-wing media combines identity production, opposition
to institutional authority, and market-oriented practices. This combination
enables it to establish itself simultaneously as a mobilizing community space
and as a central media actor, while maintaining the image of an “outsider”
challenging the existing order and reshaping the boundaries of political and

public discourse.

Trust, Hostility, and Polarization in Media

The relationship between trust in and hostility toward media outlets is not a

simple linear inverse; rather, it is best described as a strong negative correlation
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between two distinct yet interconnected dimensions. Trust in media reflects
a cognitive assessment of credibility, fairness, and professionalism, whereas
hostility represents an emotional and identity-based response rooted in
mechanisms of group affiliation and political polarization. This is a cyclical
dynamic: hostility erodes trust, and the erosion of trust increases the tendency
to perceive news coverage as hostile, reflecting a cumulative process of

affective polarization and the delegitimization of mainstream media.

At the center of this mechanism is the hostile media effect, which posits that
individuals with strong political commitments tend to perceive even balanced
reporting as biased against their own group (Gunther & Schmitt, 2004;
Vallone et al., 1985). In highly polarized media environments, such hostility
constitutes an active emotional stance that encourages systematic avoidance
of media outlets associated with the opposing political camp (Arceneaux
et al., 2012). Moreover, such avoidance further reinforces hostility: limited
exposure to opposing sources of information strengthens prejudices and

entrenches negative perceptions (Peterson & Kagalwala, 2021).

This dichotomy draws clear identity boundaries. Trust delineates the
internal boundaries of the political in-group and becomes part of the
individual’s political identity, while hostility defines the boundaries of the
out-group. Accordingly, media outlets that individuals trust are perceived
as belonging to their group, whereas others are viewed as foreign and even
antagonistic. This process is reinforced by the formation of “echo chambers,”
or closed media ecosystems, in which audiences are exposed primarily to
messages that reinforce their existing views and portray mainstream media
as biased and misleading (Benkler et al., 2018; Jamieson & Cappella, 2008).
As a result, distinct “trust fields” emerge, in which credibility is assessed
according to a narrative’s alignment with one’s political camp rather than by

professional standards.

Research also points to an asymmetry between political camps. In the United
States, right-wing media has been found to have developed into a relatively
“closed ecosystem,” characterized by internal feedback loops that reinforce
trust within the camp while fostering the persistent rejection of external

sources (Benkler et al., 2018). Consequently, conservative audiences exhibit
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consistent patterns of selective exposure to ideologically congruent sources
and express particularly high levels of trust in media outlets associated with
their political camp (Stroud, 2011), while mainstream media is frequently
perceived as hostile.

These patterns are not unique to the American case. Findings from the
Reuters Institute’s Digital News Report reveal similar polarization in media
trust across other national contexts, although its intensity varies according
to the structure of each country’s media system (Newman et al., 2021).
In countries characterized by traditions of partisan journalism, trust tends
to divide clearly along ideological lines, whereas countries with strong
public-service media systems generally exhibit higher and more stable levels

of trust and comparatively lower levels of polarization.

The implications of these dynamics extend beyond the media sphere.
Selective exposure to partisan media reinforces existing attitudes, intensifies
negative feelings toward political opponents, and reduces willingness
to engage in political compromise (Levendusky, 2013; Stroud, 2011).
Concurrently, the delegitimization of mainstream media often spreads to other
institutions, including the judiciary, academia, and the scientific community
(Hmielowski et al., 2013; Merkley, 2020), and is associated with a marked

decline in trust in public institutions (Iyengar et al., 2019).

In this sense, trust in and hostility toward media operate together as
a socio-political mechanism for drawing boundaries. They reinforce
the collective identity of the in-group while simultaneously fostering
suspicion toward external groups and institutions. The result is deep
affective polarization, in which political identity is defined not only through
identification with one’s own camp but also through active rejection of the
opposing camp (Iyengar et al., 2012). Consequently, the media becomes not
merely a vehicle for information dissemination but a central arena for the

construction of political and identity boundaries.

Media Repertoires

The media repertoire approach provides a theoretical framework for

understanding media consumption as a dynamic and integrated process
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that takes place across multiple platforms simultaneously. According to this
perspective, individuals combine different sources of information in order to
satisfy a range of needs, including information seeking, entertainment, social
belonging, and cultural identity (Hasebrink & Popp, 2006). The concept of a
media repertoire refers to the relatively stable and personalized set of media
outlets and platforms that individuals assemble for themselves, reflecting
their habits, preferences, technological access, and the socio-cultural
contexts in which they operate. Such repertoires are shaped by resource
availability, accumulated experience, cultural and communal affiliations, and
socio-demographic characteristics (Hasebrink, 2011; Hasebrink & Domeyer,
2012).

Immigrants tend to develop repertoires that combine ethnic media with
media produced by the host society. On the one hand, they rely on information
sources in their native language, which provide familiarity, cognitive comfort,
and a connection to their cultural homeland. On the other hand, over time
they gradually turn to additional information sources in the local language as
part of broader processes of integration and cultural adaptation (Matsaganis
etal., 2011).

Ideological Ambiguity in Ethnic Media

While the media repertoire approach explains patterns of media consumption
from the audience’s perspective, understanding the structure of the media
field also requires examining how media outlets themselves adapt to these
audiences. In this respect, ethnic media often adopts distinctive strategies of
ideological ambiguity.

Research on ethnic media suggests that the avoidance of clear ideological
positioning does not reflect a lack of political engagement; rather, it stems
from structural, economic, and communal constraints. Studies indicate that
ethnic media typically operates within relatively small, community-based
markets while serving heterogeneous audiences. Consequently, it tends
to prioritize informational and infrastructural functions, appeal to broad
common denominators, and avoid content that could generate internal

polarization or undermine economic sustainability (Riggins, 1992; Yu &
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Ahadi, 2010). In this context, Ferrandez Ferrer and Retis (2019) argue that
growing dependence on private funding and commercial pressures fosters
patterns of ideological restraint, including a preference for “soft” content, the
avoidance of controversial issues, and even forms of self-censorship aimed
at satisfying private sponsors and advertisers. Collectively, these dynamics
produce a relatively restrained and ideologically ambiguous profile, enabling
ethnic media to maintain legitimacy within the community while continuing
to operate in media environments characterized by limited resources and

considerable internal diversity.

This ambiguity is further reinforced by the internal heterogeneity that
characterizes immigrant and minority communities. Such groups are
often composed of subgroups that differ in their political backgrounds,
socioeconomic status, and generational status within the migration
experience, resulting in a wide range of worldviews within a single ethnic
community. To avoid internal divisions that could weaken communal
cohesion, ethnic media tends to avoid one-dimensional representations and
strives to remain as broadly accessible as possible (Georgiou, 2006; Riggins,
1992). Nevertheless, ideological ambiguity should not be interpreted as the
absence of political or values-based content. Research demonstrates that
even media outlets that avoid explicit partisan signaling may still convey
ideological tendencies through framing practices, source selection, and issue
emphasis (Entman, 1993; Scheufele & Tewksbury, 2007). By refraining from
overt political branding, such media enables diverse audiences to consume
its content without experiencing alienation or identification with a specific

political camp.

More broadly, ideological ambiguity functions as an adaptive mechanism
that allows ethnic media to serve as a unifying force. Shi (2009) demonstrated
that economic constraints often lead ethnic media to avoid controversial
topics and focus instead on “soft” content. This strategy helps establish
ethnic media as an essential resource for navigating the host society while
preserving collective identity (Matsaganis et al., 2011). Even when immigrant
communities become more politically mature or when media outlets adopt

agendas promoted by interested stakeholders, the ambiguous character of
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ethnic media generally persists due to economic pragmatism and the need
to appeal to the broadest possible segment of the community (Caspi et al.,
2002).

The Uniqueness of the Israeli Case

The Israeli media system represents a unique and complex case that is difficult
to classify within conventional typological frameworks used in comparative
media research. According to Caspi and Limor (1999), even after decades
of statehood, Israeli media does not fit neatly into a single model of political
media. The above stems from the combination of a dominant security-based
culture shaped by the ongoing Isracli—Palestinian conflict (Peri, 2012;
Wolfsfeld, 1997), a small and concentrated media market, and intense
political polarization reflected in deep social divisions. In addition, the
historical legacy of direct political involvement in the media—when many
outlets were formally affiliated with political parties—has left enduring ties
between politics and journalism even after processes of commercialization
transformed the media landscape (Caspi & Limor, 1999; Peri, 2004).

Over the past two decades, media polarization has accelerated, particularly
through the strengthening of media outlets associated with the political right
in opposition to others perceived as liberal or left-leaning (Weiss Yaniv &
Tenenboim-Weinblatt, 2016). This trend intensified during the years of
right-wing governance under Benjamin Netanyahu, as he and many members
of his governing coalition adopted strategies aimed at delegitimizing
mainstream media (Mordechai & Barhum, 2026). The framing of the media
as an adversarial political actor has eroded its traditional role as a mediating
institution responsible for providing the public with reliable information.
(Panievsky, 2022; Peri, 2004).

A prominent turning point was the establishment of the newspaper Israel
Hayom in 2007. Distributed free of charge and backed by substantial private
funding, the newspaper has been characterized in the scholarly literature as a
“disruptive actor” that altered the economic and professional balance of power
within the newspaper industry (Dahan & Bentman, 2017). This development
coincided with the declining influence of critical news outlets such as Haaretz,

the weakening of Yedioth Ahronoth’s position within the commercial media
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market, and a broader process of declining confidence in mainstream media
as a shared mediating institution. Together, these developments contributed
to the emergence of a polarized media environment characterized by parallel
“factual systems” and information consumption within ideological “echo
chambers” (Benkler et al., 2018).

Polarization within the Israeli media field intensified further with the rise
of Channel 14 (formerly Channel 20), which was established as a heritage
channel in 2014 and later developed into a news channel with a pronounced
right-wing political orientation. The channel plays an active role in challenging
the legitimacy of state institutions and, unlike traditional journalism,
promotes rhetoric that depicts the security establishment, judiciary, and the
professional civil service as “enemies from within” acting against the will
of the people (Egri, 2026). Government support and regulatory advantages
have enabled the channel to replace fact-based deliberation with personal
political loyalty. In this way, it has evolved from a media platform into a
central mechanism within a broader project aimed at deconstructing the state
and its liberal values (Navot & Goldshmidt, 2025).

Russian-Language Media in Israel

Within this polarized media environment, sectoral media systems have also
emerged, shaping identity and political consciousness among specific social
groups. One of the most prominent examples is Israeli Russian-language
media. The large-scale immigration from the former Soviet Union beginning
in 1989 created a demand for a dedicated media system, leading to the
development of a distinct Russian-language media field. Consistent with the
model proposed by Katz et al. (2011), this media is produced by and for the
immigrant community and fulfills a dual function: preserving cultural identity
and internal cohesion while simultaneously mediating between immigrants

and the institutions of the host society.

As a result, a parallel media system emerged, serving not only as a source
of information but also as a vehicle for the formation of a distinct collective

consciousness. Consuming media in Russian enabled immigrants to follow
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developments in Israeli society while preserving their language, cultural
codes, and ties to the post-Soviet sphere (Elias & Caspi, 2011). Thus, it
fostered the formation of a hybrid identity that combines ethnic belonging
with partial integration into Israeli society.

Beyond its informational role, Russian-language media has also served as an
arena for shaping group boundaries. Research indicates that it has frequently
highlighted the distinctions between immigrants and the host society and,
at times, criticized the treatment they received, thereby reinforcing internal
cohesion and consolidating a distinct collective identity (Elias, 2011; Zilberg
& Leshem, 1996). Nevertheless, its role is not one-dimensional. While
fostering differentiation, it has also facilitated adaptation, provided accessible
information, and supported gradual integration of immigrants into Israeli
society (Caspi et al., 2002).

In the political sphere, Russian-language media has become a major
strategic resource. It has provided a platform for political mobilization
and mediation between political parties and immigrant voters, creating a
symbiotic relationship between political actors and media outlets (Caspi et
al., 2002). In doing so, it has transcended the category of “immigrant media”,
evolving into a media field with substantial influence on public discourse in

Israel.

In the digital era, the role of Russian-language media has expanded
even further. Online platforms have created a transnational space linking
immigrants in Israel with post-Soviet communities around the world,
enabling the preservation and expansion of social and cultural capital even
after linguistic integration has taken place (Lissitsa & Chachashvili-Bolotin,
2014).

Taken together, these characteristics demonstrate that Russian-language
media in Israel functions simultaneously both as a mechanism of integration
as well as one of differentiation. It facilitates navigation within a new social
environment while preserving identity boundaries and shaping a distinctive

political consciousness. As such, it constitutes an important case study for
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understanding how sectoral media systems develop within polarized and
multi-layered media environments.

Research Questions and Hypotheses

The study was designed to address the following questions: To what
extent are immigrants from the former Soviet Union familiar with Israeli
Russian-language media outlets? What levels of trust and hostility do
they express toward these outlets? And where do they position them on
the political-ideological spectrum? In doing so, the study seeks to provide
a current and comprehensive picture of the complex relationship between
Israel’s large immigrant community from the former Soviet Union and its
dedicated media sphere, thereby contributing to a better understanding of
the dynamics and processes shaping interactions between former Soviet
immigrants and Israeli media outlets.

Research Hypotheses

1. With the exception of a few isolated cases, Isracli Russian-language
media outlets will not be perceived as having a distinct political-ideological
orientation. Previous research on Russian-language media in Israel suggests
that in a small ethno-linguistic media market, the desire to reach a broad
audience encourages a service-oriented and integrative profile while

discouraging clear partisan branding.

2. Older respondents and recent immigrants will exhibit relatively high
levels of consumption of Russian-language media outlets due to linguistic
dependence and the need to preserve cultural identity. The literature indicates
that media consumption patterns vary according to age and duration of
residence in Israel: whereas older immigrants and first-generation immigrants
tend to rely on Russian-language media to maintain their language and cultural
heritage, younger individuals and Israeli-born members of the community

primarily consume Hebrew-language media (Elias & Lemish, 2008).
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3. Levels of trust and hostility toward Russian-language media outlets

3.1 Trust in Russian-language media outlets is expected to be below the
long-term average reported among the Jewish population (34%) (Hermann
et al., 2025). This relatively low level of trust stems from a “culture of
resistance” and an ingrained skepticism toward media institutions that
developed under centralized political regimes in immigrants’ countries of
origin. Consequently, this audience tends not to perceive sectoral media
as a unifying or independent actor; rather, it often adopts an “oppositional
decoding” stance and suspects that media outlets serve those in positions of

power (Bognar, 2018).

3.2 Levels of hostility toward Russian-language media outlets are expected
to be moderate. Ethnic media primarily functions as a community-oriented
service platform and therefore tends to avoid strong ideological signaling,
reducing the likelihood of extreme hostility.

3.3 A negative correlation is expected between trust and hostility: as trust in
a particular media outlet increases, hostility toward that outlet will decrease.
Research on the hostile media effect demonstrates that trust and hostility
constitute opposing poles. Trust delineates the boundaries of a reliable
“us” group, whereas hostility marks the boundaries of an unreliable “them”
(Arceneaux et al., 2012; Vallone et al., 1985). Selective media consumption
patterns and individual media repertoires encourage exposure primarily to
content that aligns with consumers’ existing views, thereby reinforcing both
trust in supportive sources and hostility toward opposing ones (Hasebrink &
Popp, 2006; Stroud, 2011).

Research Design

Three consecutive surveys conducted among immigrants from the former
Soviet Union examined the attitudes of Russian-speaking Israelis toward
Israeli Russian-language media outlets. The study adopted a multidimensional
approach across three principal dimensions:
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1. A survey of media consumption patterns was conducted in April 2024
by the Midgam research institute among 493 respondents. Participants
were recruited primarily through online panels, with targeted telephone
sampling (approximately 10%-20%) employed to ensure the inclusion
of populations with lower levels of digital access.

2. A survey examining perceptions of the political orientation of
media outlets was conducted in March 2025 by the Maagar Mochot
research institute among 601 respondents, using the same data
collection methodology.

3. A survey examining trust and hostility toward media outlets was
conducted in August 2025 among 610 Russian-speaking respondents,

using an online panel (PanelView).

Respondent Recruitment and Sampling Methods

Respondents were recruited through several commercial online panels
(PanelView, Panel4All, and iPanel). In addition, targeted telephone interviews
were conducted by the survey institutes’ call centers using random sampling
procedures. The telephone component was intended to improve the inclusion
of populations that are relatively difficult to reach through digital means,
particularly older long-established immigrants and recent immigrants. Across
all three surveys, the target population consisted of men and women aged 18
and older who had immigrated to Israel from countries of the former Soviet
Union in 1989 or later.

Research Instruments and Questionnaire Content

This article analyzes media-related items selected from broader survey
instruments that also included economic and political issues relevant to
immigrants from the former Soviet Union. These items concern respondents’
familiarity with Russian-language media outlets, their consumption of
media content, perceptions of the outlets’ political-ideological orientation,
and levels of trust and hostility toward them. The full wording of the items,
response scales, and a complete demographic profile of the respondents are
provided in Appendix 2.
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Demographic Breakdowns and Analyses

Demographic breakdowns (e.g., age, period of immigration, gender, and
additional variables) were conducted for all relevant measures whenever
subgroup sample sizes were sufficient to support valid statistical inferences.
One notable exception was the measure of “perceived right-wing orientation
of media outlets”. Because the number of respondents who classified specific
media outlets as “right-wing” was very small, no demographic breakdowns
were performed for this variable in order to avoid drawing conclusions from
extremely small subsamples. Relevant demographic analyses were conducted

for all other measures.

Respondent Burden Considerations and Measurement Stability

Given the large number of niche Russian-language media outlets, and
particularly because each outlet appeared twice in the trust and hostility
matrices, concerns arose regarding respondent fatigue and potential break-off
toward the end of the questionnaire. Accordingly, in the August 2025 survey,
only media outlets known to have relatively high levels of familiarity among
respondents were presented

Gomparison Across the Three Samples

Although the use of three surveys conducted at different points in time
presents certain challenges for comparison, it also makes it possible to assess
the consistency of patterns across independent samples and over time. Future
research would benefit from employing a single, comprehensive research
instrument. Table 1 presents a demographic comparison of the three samples.
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Table 1: Demographic Breakdown by Survey

Research Institute Maagar Mochot M
N 610 601 493

Data Collection Online panel only  Online panel + Online panel
Method telephone + telephone
(~10-20%)

Age Categories 6 (18-25t0 68+)  5(18-30to 65+) 7 (18-24to 75+)

Gender (% 59/41 54/46 51/49
female/male)

Immigration 71% 92% 90%
wave 1989-2000

Recent 8% 1% 1%
immigrants

(from 2022 and

onward)

It should be noted that the age categories are not identical across the surveys,
and differences also exist in the gender distributions and the composition
of immigration waves. For example, the proportion of recent immigrants in
the most recent survey is eight times higher than in the first survey. These
differences should be taken into account when interpreting the comparative
findings (see Table A in Appendix 1). To assess the degree of comparability
among the three samples, a comparison of their key demographic
characteristics was conducted. Examination of these indicators points to a

high degree of similarity between the groups:

1. Gender: The gender distribution is highly consistent across all samples,
with very similar female-to-male ratios.

2. Age: Because the data was collected by different survey institutes, the
age categories are not identical across the questionnaires. Nevertheless, the
overall age composition is comparable, with the median age category in all
samples centered approximately around ages 45-55.
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3. Geography: All samples exhibit broad nationwide coverage, with
substantial representation from central, southern, and northern Israel. The
observed regional differences (Total Variation Distance <0.15) do not suggest
meaningful differences in the composition of the populations surveyed.

4. Political orientation: The study sample comprised 610 respondents,
including right-wing (N = 317), centrist (N = 167), and left-wing (N = 70)
participants.

Limitation of ideological measurement: It should be noted that the study
examined only whether media outlets were perceived as right-wing. The
questionnaire did not assess public perceptions of media outlets across the
full ideological spectrum (right-left). Consequently, conclusions regarding
ideological ambiguity should be drawn with caution, as the data does not

indicate whether these outlets are perceived as left-wing.

Research Findings

Consumption patterns

The findings reveal a stable hierarchy in patterns of consumption of
Russian-language media in Israel. Channel 9 leads by a substantial margin,
with a consumption rate of 40.6% of respondents, followed by Radio KAN
REKA, at 19.4%.

Besides the leading outlets, the data indicates clear market fragmentation:
15.7% and 14.3% of participants, respectively, reported using the Channel
9 website and the Vesty website of the Yedioth Ahronoth Group (which
transitioned from print to digital format several years ago). These were
followed by NEWSru (13.3%), RTVI™ (12.4%), and Israellnfo (11.3%). For

**  RTVI (Russian Television International) is an international Russian-language television
channel serving Russian-speaking diaspora communities worldwide. It broadcasts news,
current affairs, and cultural content, while maintaining a local Israeli team that produces
original material, including a dedicated Israeli affairs program.
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the remaining Russian-language media outlets, consumption rates fell below
10%.™

The most widely recognized media outlets were Channel 9 (92.6%), Radio
KAN REKA (79.3%), Vesty (74.3%), RTVI (72.8%), and NEWSru (70.3%).
The least widely recognized outlets were Strana (40.0%), ISRAland (40.3%),
Cursor (47.2%), MigNews (48.7%), and Arutz Sheva (53.6%).

Approximately one quarter of respondents (25.8%) selected “other
Russian-language media outlets”. This indicates that a significant portion of
consumption occurs outside the list of brands included in the survey—likely
including additional Russian-language websites examined in later surveys,
as well as Telegram channels and various YouTube and other social media
platforms. This pattern is consistent with the Long Tail model (Anderson,
2006), according to which a small number of dominant actors coexist with a
large number of niche outlets that collectively account for a substantial share
of the market. It also aligns with the literature on audience fragmentation
and the growing role of digital platforms as alternative information sources
(Webster & Ksiazek, 2012).

The most prominent finding in the study is a pronounced generational gap
in the consumption of Russian-language media. The data indicates an almost
linear gradient: the younger the age group, the lower the rates of consumption
of Russian-language media (Table 2). Among respondents aged 25-34, only
46.3% report consuming Russian-language media, compared to 96.8% among
those aged 75 and older. This trend indicates a process of media assimilation
among younger generations of immigrants from the former Soviet Union,

reflecting broader patterns of integration into Israeli society.

***  See Table B in Appendix 1 for a detailed breakdown.
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Table 2. Consumption of Russian-language media by age

25-34

Consume
information from
Russian-language
media

Do not consume
information from
Russian-language
media

Accordingly, age emerges as the strongest predictor, with older respondents
exhibiting higher levels of Russian-language media consumption than
younger respondents. In addition, a statistically significant correlation
was found between income level and four media outlets. No statistically
significant correlations were found with regard to education level or period

of immigration.

Total
Sample

71.60%

28.40%

46.30%

53.70%

35-44

61.40%

38.60%

45-54

66.30%

33.70%

55-64 65-74
77.90% 92.30%
22.10% 7.70%

Table 3. Correlations between demographic variables and

Russian-language media consumption

___

Age

Age
Age
Age

Gender
Income Level

Income Level

Income Level

Income Level

Channel 9

Radio KAN
REKA

Vesty website
Cursor website

Novosti Nedeli
Newspaper

Cursor website
Channel 9

Radio KAN
REKA

Cursor website

Vesty website

106.86
115.68

32.86
28.46
19.5

8.41
38.59
31.34

20.96
12.65

[o)

< 00 %%
<.001%**

<.001***
<.001%**
=.003**

=.004**
<.001***
<.001***

<.001***
=.027*

R |

75+

96.80%

3.20%
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Concurrently, respondents reported consuming an average of approximately
2.2 Russian-language media sources, while among respondents aged 75 and
older, the average rose markedly to approximately 4.2 sources. This pattern
is consistent with media repertoire theory, which posits that individuals
combine multiple information sources—including television, radio, the
internet, and print media—to satisfy diverse informational needs (Hasebrink
& Popp, 2006).

In addition, 39.4% consume Russian-language media less than once a
week; 35.9% consume it daily; 13.8% consume it once to twice per week; and
10.9% consume it three to four times per week. A dichotomous distribution in
consumption habits emerges: large groups reported either “daily” (35.9%) or
“less than once a week” (39.4%), while medium-frequency users account for
a smaller proportion (24.7%). This pattern reflects two distinct usage profiles:

a core of regular, “heavy” consumers versus low-frequency consumption.

The data also reveals a negative correlation between income level
and consumption of Russian-language media. Among respondents with
below-average income, only 16.6% reported not consuming Russian-language
media, compared with 35.7% among those with above-average income.
This finding suggests that as economic integration increases, reliance on
Russian-language media declines, while consumption of Hebrew-language

media increases, often alongside improved Hebrew proficiency.

A moderate increase is also evident in the proportion of respondents who do
not consume Russian-language media as education level rises: from 24.9%
among respondents with up to secondary education to 29.2% among university
graduates. In addition, men report higher levels of Russian-language media
consumption than women (76.2% compared with 67.4%), a difference that
may reflect variations in media preferences or distinct patterns of integration

between the genders.

The analysis further shows that consumption rates among recent immigrants
are substantially higher than among long-established immigrants (85.7%
compared with 70.1%). This finding is consistent with studies demonstrating

that reliance on ethnic media is particularly common during the early stages
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of adaptation, when immigrants use such media for orientation, maintaining
cultural identity, and sustaining a sense of belonging. Over time, reliance
tends to decline as language proficiency improves and ties with the broader
society deepen (Matsaganis et al., 2011).

Taken together, the findings support Hypothesis 2: consumption of
Russian-language media is indeed more prevalent among older respondents

and recent immigrants, as predicted based on the literature.

Perceptions of the Political Positioning of Russian-Language
Media Qutlets

The most striking and unexpected finding of the survey is that a large
majority of respondents (69%) selected “don’t know” when asked to identify
which outlets on the list were considered right-wing. It is important to note
that the question examined only right-wing affiliation and did not assess
whether outlets were perceived as left-wing. Consequently, no conclusions
can be drawn regarding their positioning along the broader right—left political
spectrum.

Among all Russian-language media outlets, only Channel 9 stood out,
with 20% of respondents identifying it as right-wing. It was followed by
Radio KAN REKA, the Vesty website, and the Arutz Sheva website, each
of which was identified as right-wing by approximately 6% of respondents.
Approximately 4% identified RTVI as right-wing, while all other outlets
were classified as right-wing by only 1-2% of respondents.

From a functional perspective, many Russian-language media outlets serve
an ethnic-instrumental role: they provide access to information in Russian
and help sustain community ties, rather than operating primarily as explicitly
political brands. Consequently, their ideological signaling tends to remain
weak and implicit. Moreover, respondents demonstrated a broader reluctance
to assign political classifications. Even those familiar with particular
outlets often refrained from categorizing them ideologically, whether due

to perceptions of political neutrality or uncertainty about their positioning.
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This tendency further contributes to the overall ambiguity surrounding these
outlets (Matsaganis et al., 2011).

Consistent with this, editorial statements from various outlets indicate a

ERINT3

professional norm of adherence to “objectivity,” “neutrality,” and a public
image of political non-alignment. For example, according to Channel 9’s
editorial statement: “The editorial team operates out of commitment to the
public interest and adheres to the principles of objectivity, transparency, and
ethics, in accordance with the professional journalists’ code [...] We are an
independent media outlet and are not affiliated with any political party, public
organization, or commercial entity” (Channel 9, n.d.; translation: mine,

AB.Y)).

In the Russian-language advertising market, which is limited to begin with
since not all advertisers operate within it, any perceived political affiliation
may further reduce the pool of advertisers. Consequently, editorial strategies
of avoiding partisan signaling are maintained. This ambiguity reduces
political differentiation and recognition but expands audience reach and

minimizes the risk of segmentation in a small advertising market.

However, it should be noted that even outlets widely regarded as right-wing
within the broader media landscape are seldom perceived in these terms
by Russian-speaking audiences. For example, only 6% of respondents
identified the Arutz Sheva website as right-wing. Yet a comparative analysis
of the outlet’s Hebrew- and Russian-language content revealed substantial
differences: at least half of the articles published on the Hebrew site did not
appear in the Russian version. In addition, visual markers of religious identity
were far less prominent in the Russian edition; for example, images depicting
men wearing kippot and women with head coverings were relatively rare.
Similarly, the Russian version included articles featuring representatives
of opposition parties that were absent from the Hebrew site at the time of
analysis. Taken together, these findings suggest a strategy of moderating
ideological signaling and a deliberate editorial effort to maintain as politically
neutral a profile as possible. It is also possible that respondents, most of whom
positioned themselves on the center-right or right of the political spectrum,
did not perceive Arutz Sheva as being significantly more right-wing than

themselves.
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Table 4. Identification of Russian-language media outlets as right-wing*

Which Russian-language media outlets do you consider to be right-wing?

(Multiple responses permitted)

No Yes
Channel 9 (TV channel/website) 80% 20%
RTVI channel 96% 4%
Radio KAN REKA 94% 6%
Radio Rishon 99% 1%
Radio Luchshee 99% 1%
Novosti Nedeli newspaper 98% 2%
Vesty website 94% 6%
NEWSru website 98% 2%
Detaly website 99% 1%
Arutz Sheva website 94% 6%
MigNews website 99% 1%
Strana website 99% 1%
ISRAland website 98% 2%
Cursor website 99% 1%
Other 97% 3%
Don’t know 69%
* Given the small cell sizes, these percentages should be interpreted with caution.

Confidence intervals for these cells are presented in Table C in Appendix 1.

The empirical findings provide full support for Hypothesis 1: Russian-language
media outlets exhibit high levels of ideological ambiguity and a lack of clear
political identification, with one notable exception—Channel 9, which was
identified as right-wing by 20% of respondents. Nevertheless, a measurement
limitation should be acknowledged: because the question assessed
identification with the right only, rather than ideological positioning along
the full left-right spectrum, the findings do not permit conclusions regarding
whether these outlets are perceived as left-wing. Future research that extends
the measurement to the full left—right ideological axis may reveal additional

patterns of political classification that were not captured in the present study.
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Very |Fairly No Positive- Percentage with low or
high | high trust | Negative no hostility among those
atall |pglance familiar with the outlet

MigNews 1.30% 5.30% 7.20% 5.90% 9.00% -15.50% 20.00% 51.30% 61.80%
website

Artuz 1.10% 5.10% 9.20% 6.20% 10.00% -19.20% 21.60% 46.40% 60.70%
Sheva
website

Cursor 1.80% 5.40% 590% 4.90% 9.20% -12.80% 20.00% 52.80%  60.80%
website

Strana 1.10% 3.80% 5.70% 4.40% 8.50% -13.70% 16.40% 60.00% 65.10%
website
ISRAland 1.50% 4.30% 5.90% 4.40% 9.20% -13.70% 15.10% 59.70%  63.10%
website

Channel 9 5.50% 24.90% 16.80% 16.50% 12.40% -15.30% 16.50%  7.40% 77.10%

The survey data indicates that levels of trust in Israecli Russian-language
media outlets are relatively low. Even Channel 9, the leading outlet in terms



of consumption, is perceived as highly or very highly trusted by only 30.4%
of respondents. It is followed by NEWSru (17.6%), with Radio Luchshee
ranking third (15.4%).

Notably, none of the Russian-language media outlets exhibits a positive
net trust score. The outlets with the most favorable trust balances are Radio
Luchshee (-8.6%), NEWSru (-12.5%), and Cursor (-12.8%). The outlets
with the most negative trust balances are RTVI (-28.4%) and Radio Rishon
(-24.3%). Even Channel 9, the most prominent and widely recognized media
outlet among Russian speakers, exhibits a negative trust balance (-15.3%).
On the one hand, it enjoys the highest levels of trust among all the outlets
examined; on the other, it is also the subject of considerable distrust. This
pattern suggests that, despite its dominant position, it remains a contested
media outlet.

The findings point to a critical and discerning audience characterized by
complex patterns of media consumption. The fact that consumption persists
despite relatively low levels of trust indicates that the role of media extends
beyond the provision of reliable information to encompass social, cultural,
and psychological functions. Moreover, the gap between high levels of
familiarity and consistently negative trust balances suggests that media use is
shaped not only by trust, but also by factors such as accessibility, language,
and habitual consumption. Finally, the distribution of media use reflects a
fragmented market structure, characterized by a small number of dominant

brands alongside a “long tail” of niche outlets.

Hostility toward media outlets

The hostility data present a different picture. Only a small proportion
of respondents reported high or very high levels of hostility, ranging from
4.6% toward Strana to 11.1% toward Channel 9. Although hostility tends to
increase slightly as familiarity with a media outlet rises, the relationship is
weak and does not reach statistical significance. Across all outlets, more than
55% of respondents familiar with them reported either low levels of hostility
or no hostility at all.
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Fairly high No hostility Familiar but | Not

ot all no opinion | familior
RTVI channel  5.60%  530%  850%  5.10%  30.00%  -32.70% 23.80%  21.80%
Radio Rishon 2.80%  3.60%  6.70%  5.60%  32.00% = -37.90% 19.50%  29.80%

Radio KAN 1.80%  4.40% 6.90% 7.20% 37.50% -45.40% 23.80% 18.40%
REKA

Radio Luchshee 2.60% 3.10% 6.60% 5.70% 32.80% -39.40% 17.40% 31.80%
Vesty website 2.60%  4.90% 7.50% 5.60% 34.10% -39.70% 21.10% 24.10%
Novosti Nedeli 230%  4.40% 5.90%  4.30% 36.60% -40.10% 18.70% 27.90%

newspaper

Detaly website 2.10% 4.60% 6.40% 4.60% 26.70% -31.00% 15.40% 40.20%
NEWSru 2.60% 4.40% 6.40% 6.20% 31.80% -37.40% 17.70% 30.80%
website

MigNews 2.10% 3.30% 7.40% 3.80% 23.60% -29.40% 15.40% 44.60%
website

Artuz Sheva 2.50% 4.30% 6.90% 4.40% 25.10% -29.60% 16.60% 40.30%
website

Cursor website  2.30%  4.10% 530%  430%  23.80% -27.00% 15.10% 45.30%
Strana website 1.60% 3.00% 6.20% 5.10%  22.00% -28.70% 13.30% 48.90%

Channel 9 stands out in this regard: approximately 77% of respondents

ISRAland 2.30% 2.50% 6.60% 3.80% 21.30% -26.90% 13.80% 49.80%
website
Channel 9 3.60% 7.50% 11.60%  9.80% 49.20% -59.40% 12.10% 6.20%

65%). At the other end of the spectrum, RTVI records the lowest share of

reported either no hostility or only minimal hostility toward the channel. It
respondents reporting low or no hostility, at slightly below 56%.

is followed by Radio Luchshee (approximately 66%) and Strana (just over
Table 6. Hostility Levels Toward Russian-Language Media Outlets



Overall, hostility toward Russian-language media outlets is not particularly
high. On average, approximately 30.5% of respondents report no hostility
at all toward the outlets examined, while only about 2.6% report very high
levels of hostility. These findings are consistent, among other things, with
the literature on selective exposure and avoidance. According to cognitive
dissonance theory, individuals tend to select content that aligns with their
pre-existing attitudes and avoid dissonant content. Consequently, potential
antagonists are less frequently exposed to media that contradicts their views,
thereby reducing the contribution of hostile perceptions to the overall measure
(Festinger, 1957; Garrett, 2009; Hart et al., 2009).

Spearman’s and Kendall’s rank correlation coefficients were used to
examine the relationship between levels of hostility toward media outlets
and levels of trust in them (see Table D in Appendix 1). The findings reveal
considerable variation across media outlets. While statistically significant
positive correlations were identified for some outlets (Spearman = 0.06-0.30;
Kendall = 0.02—0.20), for others the relationship was weak or not statistically
significant. Where such a relationship exists, it indicates that as the value of
one variable increases, the other also tends to increase, albeit modestly. Weak
negative Kendall correlations were observed for NEWSru and Channel 9;
however, these were not statistically significant. Relatively strong correlation
coefficients were found for Strana, ISRAland, MigNews, Cursor, Arutz
Sheva, and Novosti Nedeli.

The presence of a positive correlation between trust and hostility is
a relatively unusual finding in the literature, which typically reports a
negative correlation between these measures. One possible interpretation is
brand-level polarization: certain media outlets may elicit strong emotional
responses characterized simultaneously by high trust and high hostility.
Additional explanations include respondents’ limited familiarity with some
outlets, leading them to assign low scores on both measures, as well as a
high proportion of “no opinion” responses, which may influence correlation

patterns.
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The outlets exhibiting the strongest correlations are Strana, which shows
the highest positive correlation (0.30 based on Spearman’s coefficient and
0.19 based on Kendall’s coefficient); ISRAland, which also demonstrates
a relatively high correlation (0.29 and 0.20, respectively); and Cursor,
MigNews, Arutz Sheva, and the Novosti Nedeli newspaper, which show
similar correlations (0.23—-0.24 based on Spearman’s coefficient). These
findings indicate that, for these outlets, the inverse correlation between
hostility and trust is strongest and most robust, even after applying a

conservative statistical correction.

The weakest correlations were observed for NEWSru and Channel 9.
Kendall’s coefficient indicated a weak negative correlation (—0.04) in both
cases, which did not reach statistical significance. Radio KAN REKA, Radio
Rishon, and Vesty likewise exhibited only weak correlations. Although some
of these relationships were significant in the initial analysis (Spearman =
0.10-0.11), they did not remain significant after Bonferroni correction and

should therefore be interpreted with caution.

Levels of hostility by political orientation

An analysis of average levels of hostility toward Russian-language media
outlets by political orientation (see Table E in Appendix 1) revealed no
pronounced differences across most groups. The hostility scale ranged from 0
(no hostility at all) to 4 (very high hostility), and mean scores were relatively
low across most outlets, indicating generally moderate levels of hostility.
A partial exception was observed for RTVI, Channel 9, and Cursor, which
elicited somewhat higher levels of hostility among respondents identifying
with the political left. However, even in these cases, the differences between
groups remained modest.

The standard deviation of the political orientation variable (SD = 1.15)
indicates a moderate degree of ideological dispersion within the sample.
Table 7 presents Spearman correlation coefficients between ideological
positioning and levels of hostility toward different media outlets. All
coefficients are positive and range from 0.098 to 0.296, indicating weak to
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moderately low positive correlations. Accordingly, the more ideologically
defined respondents’ political orientations are, the higher their levels of
hostility toward media outlets tend to be.

An examination of the relationship between political orientation and
hostility reveals clear patterns of polarization. While outlets such as Novosti
Nedeli and RTVI exhibit relatively strong correlations (0.296 and 0.274,
respectively), suggesting a substantial influence of political orientation on
audience perceptions, the correlations for Channel 9 and Detaly are negligible
(below 0.12). In other words, hostility toward Channel 9 and Detaly appears
largely unrelated to respondents’ political orientation. For most other outlets,
the coefficients fall within the 0.15-0.26 range, reflecting a moderate

correlation between political identity and hostility.

A further noteworthy finding concerns respondents who identified with
the political center and those who responded “don’t know.” These groups
sometimes exhibited the lowest levels of hostility, yet in other cases reported
relatively high levels. For example, hostility toward Strana among these
respondents reached 1.25, exceeding even the levels recorded among
respondents at the ideological extremes. This pattern suggests greater

variability and less consistent patterns of hostility among these groups.

Table 7. Correlations Between Trust in Media Outlets and Political

Orientation

Media outlet Spearman’s Spearman’s Correlation: | Spearman’s
Correlation: Between | Hostility and Political | Correlation: Trust and
Trust and Hostility | Orientation Political Orientation

Channel 9 0.06 0.098 0.038

Radio KAN 0.13 0.259 0.024

REKA

Radio Rishon 0.17 0.205 0.02

Radio Luchshee 0.21 0.256 -0.05

RTVI channel 0.14 0.274 -0.031

Vesty website 0.09 0.22 -0.045
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Media outlet Spearman’s Spearman’s Correlation: | Spearman’s
Correlation: Between | Hostility and Political | Correlation: Trust and
Trust and Hostility | Orientation Political Orientation

NEWSru website  0.08 0.159 0.004

Detaly website 0.15 0.12 -0.091

Arutz Sheva 0.22 0.214 0.075

website

MigNews website  0.28 0.159 -0.02

Strana website 0.39 0.158 -0.048

ISRAland website 0.32 0.175 -0.197

Cursor website 0.28 0.176 -0.143

Novosti Nedeli 0.32 0.296 -0.18

newspaper

In examining the mean levels of trust in media outlets (see Table 8), it
emerges that certain media outlets consistently receive relatively high levels
of trust across the entire political spectrum. The most prominent among these
are Radio KAN REKA and Radio Rishon, which are perceived as reliable
sources of information regardless of political orientation. Channel 9 also

enjoys relatively broad-based trust, although to a less pronounced extent.

However, some media outlets generate marked differences between political
groups, with high levels of trust on one side of the political spectrum and low
levels of trust on the other (see Table 8). Cursor provides the clearest example
of this pattern, with a trust level of 2.43 among respondents identifying
with the left, compared to 1.08 among those identifying with the right. A
similar pattern is evident for ISRAland: 1.89 among left-wing respondents
versus 0.91 among right-wing respondents. Strana shows a similar but more
moderate trend: 0.95 among right-wing identifiers compared to 2.0 among
those identifying with the center-left. In addition, Vesty enjoys relatively
high trust among left-leaning respondents (2.29), while NEWSru receives
high levels of trust among center-left respondents (2.64). Overall, both of
these outlets receive higher trust ratings from the left side of the ideological
spectrum (see Table 5).
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It is noteworthy that among immigrants from the former Soviet Union who
identify with the political right, Arutz Sheva does not receive high levels
of trust (1.59 among center-right respondents and 1.43 among right-wing
respondents). By contrast, two outlets that receive relatively high levels of
trust among center-right respondents are Radio Luchshee (2.24) and NEWSru
(2.05). Among centrist respondents, high levels of trust are observed toward
both radio stations—Radio KAN REKA and Radio Rishon—each receiving
an average score of 2.07.

Table 8. Trust Scores for Russian-Language Media Outlets by Political

Orientation*
_MMMW
Radio Rishon 1.61 2.07 157 1.92
Radio Luchshee 1.6 2.24 1.77  2.88 1.4 1.81
Novosti Nedeli 1.09 1.66 1.65 2.5 1.67 1.58
newspaper
Vesty website 133  1.71 1.65 1.71 229 214
NEWSru website 1.53 2.05 1.77  2.64 191 2
Detaly website 123 1.7 1.85 227 2.2 1.58
Arutz Sheva 143 159 141 175 1 1.18
website
MigNews website 1.13  1.64 1.57 1.6 143 135
Strana website 095 147 1.53 2 1.17 1.5
ISRAland 091 1.56 1.61 2.67 1.89 1
website
Cursor website 1.08 1.69 1.59 2.6 243 1
RTVI channel 1.07 139 1.61 147 092 124
Radio KAN 1.61 2 2.07 157 1.9 1.92
REKA
Channel 9 144 142 1.6 1.83 .32 1.87
* The figures represent the mean trust scores for the media outlets on a scale ranging from

1 (no trust at all) to 5 (complete trust).

However, the analysis found no statistically significant correlation between
the political positioning of immigrants from the former Soviet Union and

their levels of trust in Russian-language media outlets. In terms of Spearman
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correlations, this indicates that despite variation in political orientation, there
is no consistent correlation between respondents’ political positioning and
their trust in specific media outlets. Most correlations are close to zero or
very weak, ranging from —0.197 to +0.075. Accordingly, Hypothesis 3 is only
partially confirmed:

Hypothesis 3.1 (Trust) The hypothesis is supported. The findings confirm
that levels of trust in Russian-language media outlets are lower than the
long-term average in the Jewish sector (34%). Indeed, even Channel 9, the
leading and most widely known outlet among Russian speakers, received
high or very high trust ratings from only 30.4% of respondents. Levels of
trust in all other Russian-language media outlets are considerably lower.
Moreover, none of the examined outlets demonstrates a positive net trust
balance. In every case, without exception, the proportion of respondents
expressing distrust exceeds the proportion expressing trust.

Hypothesis 3.2 (Hostility) The hypothesis is supported. High levels of
hostility (fairly high and very high) were reported by only a small proportion
of the total sample, ranging from 4.6% toward Strana to 11.1% toward
Channel 9. On average, only 2.6% of respondents expressed very high
hostility toward the media outlets examined. Across all outlets, more than
55% of respondents familiar with them reported low levels of hostility or no
hostility at all. Channel 9 recorded the highest proportion in this regard, with
approximately 77% of respondents reporting either no hostility or only low
levels of hostility toward it.

Hypothesis 3.3 (Correlation) The hypothesis was not supported. It
predicted a negative correlation between trust and hostility, whereby higher
levels of trust in a media outlet would correspond to lower levels of hostility
toward it. However, the findings reveal the opposite pattern: for most outlets,
statistically significant positive correlations were found, indicating that trust
and hostility tend to increase together rather than move in opposite directions.

This anomalous finding is discussed in detail in the conclusion section.
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Summary and Conclusions

The present study examined the Russian-language media field in Israel through
three main dimensions: exposure and consumption, trust and hostility, and
ideological positioning. It sought to determine whether Russian-language
media in Israel functions primarily as ideologically right-wing media,
reflecting patterns identified in the international literature (Benkler et al.,
2018; Jamieson & Cappella, 2008), or rather as instrumental ethnic media
focused on community service, language preservation, and cultural mediation
(Matsaganis et al., 2011).

The findings suggest that the dominant model in this field is a hybrid
ethnic-commercial model: a combination of community-based linguistic
and identity needs alongside significant commercial constraints. Unlike
mainstream Israeli media, where political identity may itself become a
brand (e.g., Channel 14 or Haaretz), Russian-language media outlets are
characterized by ideological fluidity and a functional orientation centered on
survival and adaptation. Community-service goals, language accessibility,
and market pressures all moderate political-ideological signaling and may

even encourage the maintenance of deliberate ambiguity.

The findings reveal three central patterns. First, the dominance of Channel
9 (40.6% exposure) alongside a digital “long tail,” with 25.8% of respondents
reporting consumption of sources outside the list of established brands.
According to the Long Tail model (Anderson, 2006), markets are structured
around a small number of dominant players alongside a large number of
niche outlets that collectively account for a substantial share of consumption.
Second, a pronounced generational divide and clear processes of media
assimilation: consumption of Russian-language media declines steadily
among younger age groups (46.3% among those aged 25-34 compared with
96.8% among those aged 75+), suggesting that Russian-language media
serves as a transitional mechanism for younger generations while remaining
a stable information source for older immigrants and recent arrivals. Third,
pronounced ideological ambiguity (69% selected “don’t know” when asked

to identify right-wing outlets, while only 20% identified Channel 9 as
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right-wing), combined with a dual pattern of low trust (no outlet achieved a
positive trust balance) and low hostility (an average of only 2.6% reported
very high hostility). This pattern coexists with localized polarization (e.g.,
toward Cursor and ISRAland) alongside relatively broad-based trust in Radio
KAN REKA and Radio Rishon.

Evaluation of Hypotheses

The research question was fully addressed in the dimension of exposure and
consumption, and adequately addressed in the dimension of trust-hostility. In
the ideological positioning dimension, the analysis was limited to identifying
outlets as right-wing—a limitation that must be taken into account when

interpreting the findings.

Hypothesis 1 (Ideological ambiguity}: Fully supported

A large majority of respondents (69%) refrained from assigning
Russian-language media outlets a right-wing political identity. Only Channel
9 was identified as right-wing by 20% of respondents. Even Arutz Sheva,
widely perceived as right-wing in the broader Israeli media landscape, is
rarely identified as such among Russian speakers (only 6%). It should be
noted that only right-wing identification was measured; future research
should expand this to the full ideological spectrum.

Hypothesis 2 [Differences by age and immigration tenure): Fully
supported

A near-linear gradient by age was found: among respondents aged 25-34,
only 46.3% consume Russian-language media, compared to 96.8% among
those aged 75+, a gap of 50.5%. In addition, consumption among recent
immigrants (2022-2024) is significantly higher than among long-established
immigrants (85.7% vs. 70.1%).
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Hypothesis 3 [Trust and hostility): Substantially Supported, but
Only Partially Confirmed

3.1 (Trust): Fully supported—Ievels of trust in Russian-language media
outlets are lower than the long-term average for the Jewish population (34%)
across all outlets, without exception. Although Channel 9 leads in both
consumption and familiarity, only 30.4% of respondents report high or very
high levels of trust in the channel, and not a single Russian-language media

outlet exhibits a positive trust balance.

3.2 (Hostility): Fully supported—Ievels of hostility are generally moderate

and non-extreme.

3.3 (Correlation): Not supported—in contrast to the expected negative
relationship between trust and hostility, weak to moderate positive correlations

were found in most outlets.

The most anomalous finding is the positive correlation between trust and
hostility across most media outlets, albeit weak to moderate. This contradicts
theoretical expectations of a negative relationship, as derived from the
Hostile Media Effect theory (Vallone et al., 1985) and Affective Polarization
theories (Iyengar et al., 2012). In the literature, trust and hostility are typically
conceptualized as opposing poles: trust defines the boundaries of the trusted

in-group (“we”), whereas hostility marks the distrusted out-group (“they”).

The following section presents three possible interpretations, examined in
light of the available data.

Brand-level polarization: Media outlets that generate high levels of
emotional engagement may elicit polarized responses among different
audience segments—high trust among those who identify with them and
high hostility among those who reject them. Aggregating the entire sample
combines these two emotional responses, thereby producing a positive
correlation. The observed data patterns support this interpretation. The media
outlets that exhibit the strongest positive correlations between trust and
hostility—Strana, ISRAland, and Cursor websites—are also the outlets for

which the largest differences in levels of trust were found across political
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groups. However, it is also possible that the correlation is partly driven by the
structure of the data itself, and this should be acknowledged as a limitation
of the study.

Methodological “no-opinion floor effect”: Respondents unfamiliar with
a media outlet may assign low scores for both trust and hostility. This creates
a concentration of low trust and low hostility responses, which inflates the
correlation coefficient and produces a technical positive correlation (see
Table 6).

113

A supplementary analysis excluding respondents who selected “no
opinion” or “not familiar” still produced positive correlations, many of
which were even stronger. This weakens the methodological explanation and
suggests that the positive correlation is not merely a derivative of variance
compression; rather, it reflects a substantive pattern among engaged media

consumers.

Ambivalence toward ethnic media: Unlike the broader media
environment, in which media outlets are often clearly perceived as “ours” or
“theirs,” Russian-language ethnic media may evoke an ambivalent response
among consumers. On the one hand, these outlets elicit trust rooted in linguistic
accessibility, a sense of communal belonging, and reliance on them as sources
of information in one’s native language. On the other hand, they may also
evoke hostility stemming from frustration with content quality, suspicions
regarding vested interests or implicit political agendas, or the perception that
an outlet does not adequately represent the needs of the community. Such
patterns of ambivalence, characterized by simultaneous attachment to and
criticism of community institutions (“love-hate relationship”), have been
documented in the literature (Remennick, 2007). The finding that a majority
of Russian speakers consume Russian-language media (71%), even when
their trust in these outlets is limited, suggests that the role of these media
extends beyond the provision of reliable information, and also encompasses
needs related to language, belonging, and habit. This reality, in which
consumers remain dependent on media outlets that simultaneously evoke

trust and suspicion, creates fertile ground for ambivalence.
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An additional and unexpected finding is that an exceptionally high
proportion of respondents (69%) selected “don’t know” when asked to
identify which media outlets are considered right-wing. This finding may be
understood as reflecting the interaction of two forces operating simultaneously.
The first is strategic ambiguity on the part of media producers: in a limited
ethno-linguistic market, economic considerations take precedence over
ideological considerations, and explicit political branding may undermine
the existing audience base rather than expand it. Accordingly, editors and
channel owners may consciously adopt ambiguity as a strategy that enables
them to appeal to the widest possible audience.

The second force is functional consumption: for many consumers,
Russian-language media outlets do not serve as a political compass, but rather
as a cultural and linguistic conduit. When the motivation for consumption
is instrumental (language comprehension, information regarding rights,
nostalgia), the question of a media outlet’s political identity becomes

irrelevant to the consumer.

From the perspective of political orientation, the data reveals an asymmetry
between the two measures. Although no significant correlation was found
between respondents’ ideological positioning and their levels of trust in
media outlets, consistent positive correlations were found in relation to
hostility. In other words, the more strongly respondents position themselves
ideologically, the higher their levels of hostility toward media outlets. This
pattern is particularly evident in relation to the Novosti Nedeli newspaper
and RTVI, whereas Channel 9 demonstrates the weakest correlation. At the
same time, localized points of polarization were identified in relation to trust:
the Cursor and ISRAland websites exhibit substantial differences in levels of
trust across political groups, whereas Radio KAN REKA and Radio Rishon

enjoy stable, broad-based trust across the political spectrum.

Theoretical and Practical Implications

The discussion of the implications of ideological ambiguity in Israel’s

Russian-language media market is grounded in a unique empirical
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configuration that combines structural concentration with the absence of clear
political positioning. On the one hand, the market is characterized by a high
degree of concentration, with a single dominant actor—Channel 9—whose
exposure levels far exceed those of Radio KAN REKA, the second most
widely consumed outlet. On the other hand, the remainder of the market is
fragmented across a range of digital platforms, including Vesty, NEWSru,
and RTVI. Despite the dominance of Channel 9, the system as a whole is
characterized by ideological ambiguity, making it difficult to identify clear

political orientations among the various outlets.

These findings suggest that ideological ambiguity should not be interpreted
as an absence of influence. Rather, it appears to constitute a strategic mode
of operation that enables media outlets to serve as a broad communal
infrastructure within a small ethno-linguistic field. In this environment,
commercial constraints encourage the avoidance of explicit partisan branding
that could narrow the target audience, thereby leading the media to moderate
political tensions rather than amplify them.

From the perspective of the public sphere, this means that consumers
are exposed to the Israeli public agenda through a media system that is
familiar to a very large proportion of immigrants from the former Soviet
Union—particularly through Channel 9 and Radio KAN REKA—yet one that
appears to refrain from offering a clear ideological compass. This ambiguity
may help reduce intra-community polarization, but it may also contribute to
a form of discursive fragmentation, in which assessments of credibility are
based more on language and group affiliation than on an understanding of

competing political interests.

In the context of integration processes, Russian-language media functions
as a kind of “revolving door” that is essential for the absorption of successive
waves of immigration. The findings indicate that media consumption among
immigrants who arrived in Israel after 2000 stands at 85.7%, substantially
higher than among immigrants who arrived between 1989 and 2000 (70.1%).
In other words, these media outlets serve as a critical primary agent of

socialization—an instrumental gateway into Israeli society. Despite the
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pronounced generational divide in the consumption of Russian-language
media, its relevance is renewed with each successive wave of immigration,
as it provides newcomers with an anchor of information and a sense of

belonging before they potentially transition to Hebrew-language media.

Patterns of trust and hostility within this market reflect a skeptical and
decentralized form of media consumption. Although no media outlet achieved
a positive net trust balance, levels of hostility are remarkably low, suggesting a
functional mode of consumption largely devoid of deep ideological sentiment.
This phenomenon may be explained in terms of brand-level polarization,
whereby the relationship between trust and hostility is not necessarily
negative, as certain media brands evoke strong emotional responses in
opposite directions regardless of their position on the right-left spectrum.
Finally, the “long tail” finding—according to which 25.8% of respondents
consume media outlets not included among the major brands—highlights the
shift toward alternative and niche channels, such as Telegram channels and

media outlets operating through social media platforms.

In conclusion, Russian-language media in Israel constitutes a stabilizing
social mechanism that mitigates intra-community tensions and polarization
through the adoption of an ideological ambiguity strategy. This media sphere
serves as a vital informational safety net, enabling recent immigrants to
undergo a gradual process of adaptation to Israeli society, while for the older
population it functions as a central anchor for preserving connection and a
sense of belonging within the public sphere.

Research Limitations and Recommendations for Future Research

Methodologically, the study is limited by its reliance on surveys conducted by
different research institutes and the use of online panels, which may introduce
sampling bias. In addition, the measurement is susceptible to self-reporting
biases and to respondents’ difficulties in defining their political orientation,
as reflected in the high proportion of “don’t know” responses. To deepen
the findings, future qualitative research is recommended to examine the

motivations underlying the selection of information sources and the complex
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relationship between trust and hostility. In parallel, comparative content
analysis could help determine whether political ambiguity is embedded
in the media content itself, while the use of browsing data could validate
actual patterns of media consumption. Finally, future studies should expand
the measurement to a full bipolar political spectrum (right-left) in order to

identify patterns that were not captured by the current measurement.
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Appendix 1

Table A: Demographic Breakdown

mmm

Gender

Age

Area of
Residence

Women
Group 1
Group 2
Group 3
Group 4
Group 5
Group 6
Group 7
North

Haifa

Central Israel
Tel Aviv
Jerusalem
South

Judea &
Samaria
Shfela
(Lowlands)

46%

54%

18-30 (12%)
31-40 (27%)
41-50 (25%)
51-64 (22%)
65+ (14%)

13%

18%
26%
18%
5%
19%
1%

49%

51%

18-24 (4%)
25-34 (17%)
35-44 (22%)
45-54 (16%)
55-64 (16%)
65-74 (14%)
75+ (11%)
13%

20%
25%
18%
4%
18%
3%

46%

54%

18-25 (3%)
26-35 (14%)
36-45 (32%)
46-55 (21%)
56-67 (11%)
68+ (19%)

18%

15%
27%
12%
6%
19%
1%

2%
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Table B: Patterns of consumption of Russian-language media

Channel 9

Radio KAN REKA
Channel 9 website
Vesty website
NEWSru website
RTVI channel

0o you Israellnfo website
consume Radio Rishon
information Radio Luchshee

from one or _ _
more of the MigNews website

MINEELT® Zahav.ru website
outlets?

Detaly website

Novosti Nedeli newspaper

Another Russian-language media outlet

Do not consume information from a
Russian-language media outlet

Total

Table C: Confidence Intervals for Small Cells

Radio Pervoe 7.80%
Radio Luchshee 38 7.60%
Detaly website 28 5.60%

Strana website 37 7.40%
ISRAIland website 20 4.00%

* Six media outlets were identified as small cells (n<30 or %<10%)

40.6%
19.4%
15.7%
14.3%
13.3%
12.4%
11.3%
8.2%
8.0%
7.9%
7.8%
5.8%
4.1%

Russian-Language Media in Israel: Characteristics, Gonsumption, and Impact 'E

25.8%

28.4%

223%

Media Dutlet _- Confidence Interval 95%

[5.8%, 10.5%)]
[5.6%, 10.3%)]
[3.9%, 8.0%]

Arutz Sheva website 38 7.60% [5.6%, 10.3%]
[5.4%, 10.0%)]
[2.6%, 6.1%]
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Table D: Correlations Between Hostility Toward Media Outlets and
Trust in Them

10

11

12

13

14

* p <.05 = significant before correction; ** p <.01 = highly significant before correction;

Media
Outlet

Strana
website

ISRAland
website

MigNews
website

Cursor
website

Arutz
Sheva
website

Novosti
Nedeli

Radio
Luchshee

Detaly
website

RTVI
channel

Radio
Rishon

Radio
KAN
REKA

Vesty
website

NEWSru
website

Channel 9

Spearman

0.3

0.29
0.24
0.24

0.23

0.23

0.19
0.18
0.14
0.11

0.11

0.1
0.06

0.06

0.19

0.2

0.13

0.14

0.14

0.12

0.06

0.06

0.04

0.03

0.02

0.02

-0.04

-0.04

Spearman

p-value

p<0.001%**

p<0.00 1%

p<0.001%**

p<0.001%**

p<0.001%**

p<0.001%**

p<0.0017%**
p<0.0017%**
p<0.001%**
p=0.007+**

p=0.007%**

p=0.013*

p=0.138
(n.s.)
p=0.138
(n.s.)

p<0.001%**

p<0.001%%*

p<0.001%**

p<0.001%%*

p<0.001%%*

p<0.001%%*

p=0.031*

p=0.031*

p=0.150
(n.s.)
p=0.283
(n.s.)
p=0.473
(n.s.)

p=0.473
(n.s.)
p=0.150
(n.s.)
p=0.150
(n.s.)

Bonferroni
Correction
Status

both

both

both

both

both

both

Spearman
only

Spearman
only

Spearman
only

Not robust

Not robust

Not robust

Not
significant

Not
significant

**% p <.001 = very highly significant before correction; n.s. = not statistically

significant.
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Correction robustness key:
Bonferroni (both) = remains significant after Bonferroni correction in both measures
(strong and robust relationship);
Spearman only = remains significant after correction only for Spearman’s coefficient
(partially robust relationship);
Not robust = does not remain significant after the conservative correction (although
significant in the uncorrected test);
Not significant = not statistically significant even in the uncorrected test (p > .05).
Significance note: With N = 610, Spearman correlation coefficients of approximately p >
.11 are significant at the p < .01 level, while coefficients of approximately p > .08
are significant at the p <.05 level. The weak negative correlations (p = —.04) are not
statistically significant according to either measure. A total of 28 correlation tests were
conducted (14 media outlets x 2 coefficients), increasing the risk of Type I errors. A
conservative Bonferroni correction (adjusted a = .05/28 = .0018) was therefore applied
as an especially stringent safeguard. Despite this stringent correction, the six media
outlets exhibiting the strongest correlations (p > .23) remained significant according to
both coefficients, indicating the robustness of the findings.

Table E. Mean Levels of Hostility Toward Russian-Language Media
Outlets by Political Orientation

| Mgt {Contrright | Gantr | Conor-af Lot Iont oo _

Radio Rishon 0.79 0.63 1.05 0.36 0.64 0.85
Vesty website  0.97 0.6 0.95 0.82 1.08 0.65
NEWSru 0.94 0.72 0.83 0.55 1.08 0.96
website

Radio KAN 0.68 0.52 0.86 0.62 0.82 1
REKA

RTVI channel 0.92 0.9 1.39 1.14 1.62 1.16
Radio 0.66 0.54 1.02 0.33 1 1.21
Luchshee

Novosti Nedeli 0.75 0.58 1.14 0.67 1.18 1.08
newspaper

Detaly website 1.09 0.72 0.9 0.47 1.13 1
Arutz Sheva 0.72 0.89 1.26 0.79 0.91 1
website

MigNews 0.96 0.77 1.11 0.4 0.8 1.12
website

Strana website 0.87 0.74 0.96 0.36 1 1.25
ISRAland 0.93 0.7 1.07 0.67 0.89 1.12
website

Cursor website 0.9 0.72 1.07 0.22 1.5 1.18
Channel 9 1.16 1.13 1.08 0.92 1.76 1.73
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Appendix 2

Midgam Survey

1. How frequently do you consume information from Russian-language

media outlets?

L.
2.
3.

4.

2. Do you consume information from one or more of the following media

outlets? (More than one answer may be selected)

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Every day
Three to four times a week
Once or twice a week

Less than once a week

Channel 9

RTVI channel
Radio KAN REKA
Radio Pervoe
Radio Luchshee
Vesty website
Channel 9 website
NEWSru website
Detaly website
MigNews website
Israellnfo website
Zahav.ru website
Novosti Nedeli newspaper

Another Russian-language media outlet
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15. I do not consume information from Russian-language media outlets

Russian-Language Media in Israel: Characteristics, Gonsumption, and Impact @ E

Gender
Responses Total sample
Men 49%
Women 51%

Age

Responses Total sample
18-24 4%
25-34 17%
35-44 22%
45-54 16%
55-64 16%
65-74 14%
75+ 11%

Level of Education

Tt sumple

Elementary/partial secondary education 1%

Secondary education 11%
Post-secondary education 24%
Academic education 64%

Income Level

Tt sumple

Well below average 18%
Slightly below average 14%
Average 21%
Slightly above average 29%
Well above average 14%
Refuses to answer 4%
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Period of Immigration

Tt sumple

1989-2000 90%
2001-2013 8%
20142018 1%
2022-2024 1%

Area of Residence

Tt sumpl

Jerusalem 4%

North 13%
Haifa 19%
Central Israel 25%
Tel Aviv 18%
South 18%
Judea & Samaria 3%

Political Orientation

Tt sumpl

Far Right
Right
Center-Right
Center
Center-Left
Left

Far Left

Refused to answer

8%
32%
24%
23%

5%

3%

1%

4%
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Maagar Mochet Survey

Which Russian-language media outlets, in your opinion, are right-wing?
(Response options were presented in random order; multiple responses
were permitted.)

1. Channel 9 (TV channel/website)

2. RTVI channel

3. Radio KAN REKA

4. Radio Pervoe

5. Radio Luchshee

6. Novosti Nedeli newspaper

7.  Vesty website

8. NEWSru website

9. Detaly website

10. Arutz Sheva website

11. MigNews website

12. Strana website

13. ISRAland website

14. Cursor website

15. Other

16. Don’t know
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Gender

Tt sumple

Men 46%
‘Women 54%
Age

Tt sumple

18-24 12%
25-34 27%
35-44 25%
45-54 22%
55-64 14%
65-74 12%
75+ 27%

Area of Residence

Responses Total sample
North 13%

Haifa 18%

Central Israel 26%

Tel Aviv 18%
Jerusalem 5%

Judea & Samaria 1%

South 19%

Political Orientation

Total sample Combined Percentages

Left 2%
Center-Left 6%
Center 29%
Center-Right 23%
Right 38%
Undecided 2%

8%

29%
61%

2%
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Panelliiew Survey

To what extent do you trust each of the following media outlets?

Fairly
low

Media Outlet

Channel 9
(TV channel/
website)

RTVI
channel
Radio KAN
REKA

Radio Pervoe

Radio
Luchshee

Novosti
Nedeli
newspaper

Vesty website

NEWSru
website

Detaly
website
Detaly
website
Arutz Sheva
website
MigNews
website
Strana
website

Cursor
website

Familiar
with the
outlet, but
10 opinion
(because

1 do not
consume
it

Familiar
with the
outlet, but
10 opinion
(although
| consume
it]
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To what extent do you feel hostility toward each of the following media

outlets?

Media Outlet Fairly Familiar

low with the
outlet, but
10 opinion
[because
1 do not
consume
it]

Channel 9
(TV channel/
website)

RTVI
channel
Radio KAN
REKA

Radio Pervoe

Radio
Luchshee

Novosti
Nedeli
newspaper

Vesty website

NEWSru
website

Detaly
website
Detaly
website
Arutz Sheva
website
MigNews
website
Strana
website

Cursor
website

Familiar
with the
outlet, but
10 opinion
(although
| consume
it]
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Gender
Responses Total sample
Men 41%
‘Women 59%

Age

Responses Total sample
18-25 1%
26-35 14%
36-45 44%
46-55 25%
56-67 11
68+ 5%

Area of Residence

Tt sumpl

North 18%
Haifa 15%
Central Israel 33%
Tel Aviv 8%
Jerusalem 6%
Judea & Samaria 1%
South 19%

Political Orientation

Tl snpl

Left 5%
Center-Left 6%
Center 27%
Center-Right 24%
Right 29%
Undecided 9%
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Period of Immigration

Tt sumple

2000-1989
2013-2001
2018-2014

2024-2022

Level of Education

Tt sumpl

Completed only a few years of
schooling/Did not attend school

Elementary/partial secondary education

Secondary education

Post-secondary education

Bachelor’s Degree
Master’s Degree

Doctoral Degree

1%

2%
8%
20%
34%
31%
4%

%71
%13
%8

%8
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Book Review

Screening Orthodoxy: Religious Jews in Israeli
Ginema

Adam Tzahi, Garmel, 2024. 201 pp.

Yehuda Witelson

PTNYL MITOY D°VIDA PN NN NT YW D2NN’D 1127 ,MNINRD DIW3
PN YIVN NYAIR DY YIAXDY 1) KW DHY DIPNN DI0719Y 222 HxIwa
LTI VNP 1o PO NUKRIN Laynn Jonn NNmIX DT YW wpna
DTN D2YNNIP DY YN NPPONOXR *N0 MNTY D°03N DIPNN K1
31998 ,7’¥70 :HWNY) 70NN YY WMYR MN WHNNY DN W2 DMYNNIRIY
YN0 D’V ,D°0INPNIA PO W Yayni .(Chyutin, 2015; Duvdevani, 2013
MPN2M M”ANONN D00 NI¥NY DWPAN POR D*I’NUND DAIPNM D>
Hwnb) PNTH NPPLPIDY IR YN NNNKY DN T INYD) DI MMPN DY
>aNN3a poy W hHwn avnn .(Ben-Zvi Morad, 2018; Zanger, 2003 ;2005 )72
Y2000 DR 12OKY N0 IIRD DTN IR *TIND ANMY D°27Wh I 1YY
.(2009 201732021 ,2011 00 :HWNY) DN DIXNN D°DION HY MNNIM MNNON

179 ,YN9P2 DPNT HY DON? 2IDIN PO AN AN XINW Y70 Daynn
LDINYN MNT YW WPNAIN,INTIN 19PN 209107 NN YPIn YW wpna
1YW DPDN PIOW aX) YN NP NX DTXR 77T YW 17100 NNY 71080 DT 23y YR

(Ywitelson@gmail.com) YR mMx nHY51 ,nnwpnd nnn , mvon N’ 1’7 ¥
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