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Absent from the News in the Shadow of War:

Women's Representation in Israeli News: Findings

from the Seventh Wave of the Global Media
Monitoring Project (6MMP) 2025

Einat Lachover, Anat Thon Ashkenazy, Liat Granot Dadon, Tamar Tsevi

Abstract

This article presents the findings of the seventh wave of the Global Media
Monitoring Project (GMMP), conducted in May 2025 across 18 Hebrew-
and Arabic-language news outlets in Israel. The findings reveal that women
accounted for only 17.6% of people featured in the news, compared with
a global average of 26%, and just 11% of those appearing in war-related
coverage. Although women constitute a substantial proportion of journalists,
particularly television news anchors, they remain largely absent from expert
and commentary roles and from coverage of politics and security, while Arab
and ultra-Orthodox women face particularly severe underrepresentation.
The article argues that Israeli news media not only reflect existing gender

inequalities but also contribute to their persistence and reinforcement.
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