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The Medium Is the Guardian: Journalism,
Gensorship, and the Boundaries of the Haredi
Community

Efi Friedman

Abstract

This essay examines the role of the Haredi press in Israel in shaping and
maintaining communal boundaries, focusing on the relationship between
the development of Haredi daily newspapers and mechanisms of censorship,
representation, and identity. Drawing on the author’s previous research,
including textual analysis, interviews, and comparisons of publication
practices, the essay presents the Haredi newspaper not merely as a source of
information but as a communal institution that mediates, filters, and interprets
reality in accordance with the values of its readership and the guidance of its
religious leadership. The development of daily newspapers serving different
sub-communities within Haredi society demonstrates that censorship functions
not only as protection from external influences but also as a mechanism for
defining internal distinctions and boundaries of belonging. The essay argues
that even in an era of information abundance and online media, the newspaper
continues to play a significant role in shaping communal identity, authority,

and cohesion.
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