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Media and Democratic Backsliding in Israel:
Responses
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Abstract

In this essay, the authors of “Media and Democratic Backsliding” reply to
their respondents. The essay sharpens the claim that democratic backsliding
is a multidimensional empirical phenomenon that does not stop at state
institutions but spills over into the media. It argues that decentralization and
diversification measures presented as positive often serve as instruments
of government control, and that the free-market model of the media in a

democracy should be rejected, since regulation of the media field is justified
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precisely on democratic grounds. At the same time, the essay accepts the
comments regarding the asymmetry in political representation, the coverage
of the war in Gaza, and the weight of the populist leader, while stressing that

the phenomenon is greater than the sum of its parts.
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