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A Democratic Backsliding of Media: Some
Questions

Daniel Zaken

Abstract

This essay responds to the article “Media and Democratic Backsliding.” It
questions the conclusion that Israel is undergoing “democratic backsliding in
the media.” It contends that most of the government’s initiatives in this area
have been thwarted, and that Israel’s democratic tradition sets it apart from
the countries of Eastern Europe. Drawing on personal experience in public

broadcasting and at Army Radio (Galei Tzahal), the essay challenges several
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of the typology’s categories. It argues that some government measures are in
fact aimed at decentralizing and diversifying a highly concentrated market,
and that the critical media itself bears considerable responsibility for the
erosion of public trust in it. Finally, it maintains that government measures
should be examined in depth: some stem from a genuine professional need for

change, while others serve to tighten control over the media.
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