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A Partial View: R Response to Media and
Democratic Backsliding: R Multidimensional
Gonceptual Analysis

Anat Saragusti

Abstract

This essay responds to the article “Media and Democratic Backsliding.” It

suggests that the article can be read as an accurate account of a governmental
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plan of action to weaken the free press in Israel, yet the picture it presents is
incomplete. The essay complements this picture by addressing several aspects
unique to the Israeli case: Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s trial on
corruption charges in the media sphere, his disparaging treatment of Israeli
journalists, and the orchestrated social media campaign to discredit and harass
them. Finally, it argues that the mainstream media’s near-total disregard of
the humanitarian crisis in Gaza since October 7, 2023, is an outcome of this

process and deprives the public of vital information.
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