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Media, Democratic Backsliding and the Role of
Media in Democratic Backsliding

Adam Shinar

Abstract

This essay responds to the article “Media and Democratic Backsliding.” It
commends the article for placing the media at the center of the discussion
and for its proposed typology of the measures through which the government
erodes media independence. At the same time, it adds that the Israeli media is

itself complicit in this process: it normalizes extreme positions from the right
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of the political spectrum alone while excluding left-wing and Arab voices,
and in wartime it enlists in the national effort, relinquishing its critical stance.
Finally, the essay argues that the media’s silence precisely when its own

independence is under threat merits separate scholarly examination.
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