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Abstract

This essay responds to the article “Media and Democratic Backsliding.” Its
central argument is that the conceptual framework proposed in the original
article, however detailed and comprehensive, rests on contested ideological
premises, foremost among them the assumption that right-wing populism pos-
es a threat to democracy rather than constituting an expression of it. The dis-

cussion focuses on three of the article’s arguments: the undermining of public
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broadcasting, the normalization of extreme positions, and the bypassing of
traditional media via social networks. It seeks to expose the one-sidedness
of these arguments and warns that the very attempt to protect the media may

itself endanger freedom of expression and press freedom in Israel.
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